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Please pray for: 

-peace and stability in 
Ethiopia 

-our new mission partners 
from Brazil and Kenya as 
they transition and settle 

-for work permits and 
residence I.D.’s to be 
processed 

-hungry and displaced 
persons from the war 

-resolution to the famine 

-help for those who are 
newly homeless and 
seeking food, shelter and 
security 

-students studying in the 
Master’s program 

-students’ families in war-
torn areas 

-Eric’s teaching and 
classes 

-how we can best assist 
the people here  

-Eric’s travel and PhD 
work 

-our friend’s daughter 
who is soon to have a 
baby in Ethiopia 

 

Ethiopia Update 
Back Home in Ethiopia 

 

(l) Eric and seminary president Dr. Bruk (r) cultural dinner with Brazilians/faculty 

      We are well into our semester. My teaching responsibilities have not 
changed. Our classes are much larger than before, so I have the 
opportunity to teach even more students. Still, in most ways, my work 
here continues as before. There is one big, exciting change, however…our 
mission group has expanded significantly, not just in numbers, but also in 
churches/countries working together. Our LCMS Office of International 
Mission has coordinated with our sister church in Brazil to bring two more 
professors to MYS and with our sister church in Kenya to bring in a 
theologically trained librarian. 
      I am excited for two reasons. First, this greatly expands our ability to 
raise up well-trained, biblically faithful leaders for the EECMY. We now 
have three solid Lutherans teaching together in the classrooms and a good 
Lutheran librarian to assist the students in study and research. Second, 
this successful partnership is the benefit of prior LCMS mission work. My 
mother’s uncle (and others) were LCMS missionaries to Brazil many years 
ago and good friends have been (and still are) missionaries in Kenya. The 
work that our Lord accomplished through them in the past has led to the 
faithful men teaching beside me today. 
This leaves me both hopeful and excited to 
see what our current mission work here 
will lead to in the decades to come.  

Did you know…? 
In the Amharic alphabet, there are more 
than 262 characters. Additionally, there 
are “schwa” characters and others that 
help to complete the alphabet. One 
blessing in Amharic is that there is no set 
spelling of a word – you may spell it how it 
sounds to you … beautiful for those who 
find spelling a challenge. (left) the main letters of Amharic called “feedals”  
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Give thanks for: 

-classes going forward 

-we are in our new home 
and so thankful for 
stability 

-family, friends and 
supporters from around 
the world 

-new alliance missionary 
partners teaching with us 
here 

-support from the LCMS 
for personal rebuilding 

Praise God for: 

-our LCMS team who 
helped greatly with our 
new missionaries’ arrival 
and settling in 

-for the great faculty here 

To support our work 

financially send to: 

Mission Central 
c/o Gary Thies 

40718 Highway E 16 

Mapleton, IA 51034-7105 

Checks payable to: 

Mission Central  

Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia 

or 

The Lutheran Church- 

Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Checks payable to: LCMS 

Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia 

or 

Give securely online: 

LCMS.org/stinnett 
 

What Have We Been Doing Lately 

     
(top left) part of our Kenyan/Brazilian/American missionary team (top right) we 
attended a Meskel celebration in our neighborhood which, in the Orthodox 
church, celebrates the true finding of the cross; (bottom left) a choir sings and 
dances to a drum before the Meskel celebration (bottom right) Eric talking with a 
student 

 

 (left) Ethiopian crosses are very different than other 
crosses that are seen across the world. They almost 
always have an elaborate lattice work and represent 
different regions of Ethiopia. They can be found in 
every Christian home. 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Thoughts: The Lord is always working through His people. We 

remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip ran to him (the eunuch) and 
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what 
you are reading?” And he said, “How can I unless someone guides me?” 
(Acts 8:30ff) Thank you in Jesus’ Name for your support of the work God 
has laid before us – Eric, Johanna, Rachael, Naomi, Luke & Levi Stinnett 

  

 

In Amharic, to say, “With Christ, all things 

are possible,” you would say …ከክርስቶስ ጋር 

ሁሉም ነገር ይቻላል ። (Ke Christos gar, hulum 

negger ychillal). 


