
June 2022 
The Epistle 

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you.” Luke 11:9  

A few decades ago, religious leaders of many persuasions passed along to 

their congregations an inspiring story of a child who prayed with hope and faith. 

The story, basically, was about a terrible drought. Crops dried up and 

livestock stood in danger of dying of thirst. In the midst of impending disaster, a 

humble minister asked members of his congregation to pray for rain. The entire 

community was asked to join in a massive appeal to the Lord that, in His mercy, 

He would send rain. People gathered, joining prayers, and hoping to pierce the 

heavens that seemed to seal life-sparing moisture from the earth. Among them 

was one young girl who, in an act of sure faith, brought an umbrella. She was 

the only petitioner for moisture who was certain it would rain that day. 

In Luke 11:9 Jesus gives the certainty that our prayers will be answered for 

an obvious reason. He is the one inviting us to do it. He is the One that teaches 

how to do it. He is the One that gives us the assurance our prayers will be 

answered. The invitation comes in a way of a metaphor. Jesus invites us to 

pray as if we are knocking on a door; as if we are looking for someone we need 

to talk to. Someone we know the address of, and need to see, to exchange 

words and concerns, petitions, and thanksgivings. So, He invites us to knock. 

The verb is in the present tense, a continuing action, and it means that we don’t 

need to worry about how often we knock on that door. The more you knock, the 

more faith you will be showing to the Creator and Redeemer who invites you to 

pray daily and without ceasing. Prayer is a gift given by God to his children and 

we should embrace it.  

    “Keep on asking, seeking, knocking”.(v.9). Jesus wants us to pray 

persistently as our relationship to the Father is eternal, so our prayers should 

be. Jesus asks us to pray faithfully because He gave us the promise:. “It will be 

given to you.”  

     Have you prayed today?  

Prayer: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me 

all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 

keep me this night. For into Your hands, I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 

over me. Amen.  (Martin Luther’s Evening Prayer) 

Blessings to you! Pastor K 
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The board met in the middle of 

VBS. Earlier reports reflected 

positive enrollment and the 

number of volunteers were very 

positive as well.   

Due to small attendance, the date and details of the Fall Family Event was 

tabled, however, it was decided for Faith and Family Day to schedule a 

special event at the Cardinal ballpark in Springfield on August 21.  More 

information will be placed in the Sunday bulletin.   

Contact Information 

Pastor Kopper (573) 462-6953 

David Jungmeyer, President (573) 659-1124 

Dennis Woods, Vice President (573) 808-0753 

Scott Volkart, Elder (573) 690-8614 

Charlie Stock, Elder (573) 690-4920 

Earl Friedmeyer, Elder (573) 338-0365 

Rick Sedgwick, Elder (573) 644-3457 

Mark Crawford, Elder (573) 694-4853 

David Ott, Elder (573) 694-8163 

Pastor Kopper will be visiting Brazil from July 25 

until August 19. If members have any needs, please 

contact the Church Office or any Elder. 

Guest Pastor on August 7th will be Rev. Gary 

Brandt. Rev. Norman Friedmeyer will join us on 

August 14th.  

CHANGE IN PHONE NUMBER 

Please update your contact information for Carl & June Kuester. 

They no longer have a land-line phone. Carl’s cell is (573) 280-4358 

and June’s cell is (573) 280-4244. 

Ushers Needed: Ladies or gentlemen, we are in need of additional 

ushers for Sunday mornings services. Serve one time a month, 

assist with seating, collection, and dismissal. If interested, please 

contact the church office.  

A big thank you to all those who offered up 

prayers, called, visited, sent cards, and brought 

food during my cancer journey. Fred and I 

appreciate all the kindnesses extended by our 

church family. As this journey continues, we are 

grateful for your prayers and well wishes. May 

God bless you all! Darlene Bleich  

Wednesday, August 17 

37th Annual Church Dinner and Silent Auction 

Zion Lutheran Church—Lone Elm, MO 

August 7 from 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

ZAC building just north of the church 

9195 B Highway, Bunceton, MO 

Come enjoy some delicious food, bid on an auction item or two, and 

purchase a raffle ticket for a chance at winning a whole hog or 1/2 

beef...all while supporting Zion Lutheran Church. We will have dine-

in or drive up to-go available with a free will donation!  
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• KRLL Radio Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the church office.  August 21 and 28 are 
available at this time. The cost is $130. 

• Lutheran Hour Broadcasts:  All Sundays during August have been reserved.  

• Flowers for the Altar: Sundays in August and September are spoken for, but we can certainly have two bouquets gracing 
our altar if you have a special date. 

• August 26: Deadline for September EPISTLE items 

Servant Schedule 

 Elder Usher Team Cross Bearer Acolyte Radio Announcer 

Sun 8/7 David Ott Seth Kincaid Aubrey Thomas Emilia Thomas Drew Dampf 

Sun 8/14 
Earl Friedmeyer & 

Scott Volkart 
John Bestgen Aubrey Thomas Emilia Thomas Dennis Woods 

Sun 8/21 Charley Stock Jim Sommerer Faith Ashley Jackie Lake, III Jack Lake 

Sun 8/28 
Mark Crawford & 

Rick Sedgwick 
Wayne Hagemeyer William Lake Haley Green Sam Turner 

HOW LIGHT AFFECTS OUR SLEEP 

Did you know that kids 8-18 years old average eight hours per day of screen time? Increased time in front of 

phones, TVs, tablets, and computers is strongly correlated with significant sleep disturbances (both in quantity and 

quality) and consequential behavioral health problems. 

The reason is connected to our circadian clocks, which use light and dark signals in 

our environment to prepare us for when we need to be active and when we need to 

sleep. As it turns out, our circadian clocks are most sensitive to light from about two 

hours before our usual bedtime and all through the night - until about an hour after 

we usually wake up. 

Blue light waves - the kind emitted by fluorescent and LED lights and electronic 

screens on TVs, computers, tablets, and cellphone - have the strongest impact on 

our circadian clocks. This means that exposure to blue light during the two hours 

before bedtime can make it very difficult to fall asleep - and stay asleep. 
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Vacation Bible School 2022 
What a great week we had at God's Wonder Lab VBS, July 18-22, learning 

that Jesus Does the Impossible! We praise God for the volunteers and 

everyone that has supported and prayed for this important mission! Each 

morning an average of 75 kids learned bible truths during fun activities 

with a science lab theme! Crafts included a test tube with oil and water 

that separates, but we can never be separated from the love of Jesus. We 

got to see a quiet surprise of colored drops in oil burst as they went into 

water, and learn how Jesus turned water into wine in a miracle that only 

God could do!  We watched how 

baking soda and vinegar can make a 

balloon fill up with air, but when 

Jesus raised a girl from the dead there 

were no tricks, only His power! We 

had fun water games the day we 

heard the account of Jesus walking on 

water, and a scavenger hunt to help us 

remember how on a road Saul was 

blinded and changed forever. We saw 

a fun way to deliver a "Jesus Loves 

You" message with a balloon along a 

string and we all thought of someone 

we could tell this good news! Each morning we learned a 

new bible verse to song, and prayed "Come Lord Jesus" 

together before a tasty snack that tied into the 

lesson. Friday everyone was invited to our closing program 

and we shared lunch together.  

Our mission projects this year were 3MT (Mid Missouri 

Mission Team) and the Lake family's Dominican 

Republic VBS mission trip. Our VBS children and their 

families were so generous with the first $100 going to 3MT, 

and an additional $275 donated toward the Lake family 

expenses. 

 

We had so much fun with our new friends dancing and 

singing to music designed not only to get stuck in your 

head, but truth to reach your heart: "Nothing is impossible 

for Jesus! The Son of God, the Redeemer of all things. 

Shout it from the rooftops: He's done marvelous things!" 

Or "The Lord is my Helper, He will never let me go! How 

do I know this? The Bible Tells me so, and I will not be 

afraid!" 

Continued to page 5 
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Continued from page 4 

And another favorite song about how "you can't keep Jesus' 

love in a box", bag, or jar, but in your heart "so His love'll 

come-a-bubblin' through!" One of the 2 year olds asked, 

"but how do you keep Jesus' love in your heart?"  

 

And the sweetest truth is that Jesus rose from the 

dead and does all that and more for you little one! 

He truly does the impossible for all of us--yes even 

me and even YOU reading this! 

For many of our new VBS friends, it was the first 

time they had been in a church. One friend had 

heard a lie and was adamant that Jesus was raised 

from the dead using a magic potion made from a 

rose plant. A six year old lovingly told him the truth. 

It was further learned during day 4 of VBS when we 

learned there were no 

tricks, that Jesus was 

raised from the dead by 

His power because He is God and He lives now and forever! 

The magnitude of this week doesn't go unnoticed.  In one 

afternoon appointment trying to avoid awkward silence, the VBS 

volunteer told the stranger/nurse technician what we'd been up 

to that morning.  

Continued to page 6 
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Continued from page 5 

The nurse asked if "Vacation Bible 

School" was mostly classroom 

instruction, and the answer is NO it's 

a lot of kids running around crazy but 

learning so much about Jesus during 

hands on fun, and it takes place at a 

lot of different churches! The nurse 

had 5 kids and we pray that God 

works further in their lives to connect 

them to His family! 

Below is a list of volunteers that 

helped with VBS then went out into 

their community and will have many 

similar conversations!  

Kelly Hall, Jennifer Dampf, Karen 

Stock, Jan, Lucas, and Madison 

Bleich, Eve Thibon, Jean 

Schubert, Amy & Kyle Wilhelm, Haley 

Green, Diane Weicken, Martha 

Phillips, Adrienne Reifsteck, Sara and 

Sammy Turner, Kari and Kolby 

Less, Patricia, Mike & William Inglish, 

Joyce and Kalieigh Kaiser, Jeanette 

Kunze, Janelle Bernard, Gunner 

Baquet, Beth & Dave Jungmeyer, 

Pastor Kopper, Karey, Kate, Kara & 

Keifer Freiner, Marie & Jacob 

Wickham, Madeline Small,  

Continued to page 7 
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Continued from page 6 

Connie and Martin Berwanger, Twilla Duvall, Dorothy 

Jungmeyer, Jason Jungmeyer, Edwena Shock, Darryl and 

Clayton Hall, Jim Sommerer, Harold Kiesling, Stephanie 

Zimmerman, Susan Ramer, Devan and Dalton 

Roberts, Ashley Baker, Debbie Turner, Judy Voight, Emily, 

Jessa, Mia, and Lucy Kinchens, Shelby Hummel, Debbie 

Pardoe, Gracie Draffen and Josie, Janeil Cliborn, Angie 

Dumsday, Rebekah, Sarah, and Emmett Inglish. 

 

Thank you all and many others not 

listed that have given their time, 

energy, money, and prayers to share 

God's love through VBS! We greatly 

appreciate you and the work for His 

Kingdom! May God in His grace and 

mercy continue to bless the volunteers, the children, and His ministry at St. 

Paul's to the world!  
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National Mission discusses chaplaincy, 

church planting 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) Board for National Mission (BNM) convened June 16–17 in St. Louis to hear reports 

from various LCMS leaders and continue discussions on the board’s work flowing from 2019 Resolution 4-04A.  

Led by the Rev. Dr. David Stechholz, a member of the LCMS 

Board for International Mission (BIM), the BNM discussed 

the recent district visitations conducted by the BNM in 

partnership with the BIM, as called for by Res. 4-04A. 

The resolution, adopted in 2019, instructs the Synod to 

“expand and strengthen the input with which [its] triennial 

mission and ministry emphases are determined.” As part of 

this work, the BNM and BIM were directed to converse 

with LCMS districts and members about the Synod’s 

triennial mission emphasis and mission priorities.  

Stechholz also led the BNM in a discussion of the board’s 

role in relation to the Synod, the Office of National Mission 

(ONM), the Office of the President, the BIM and other 

entities of corporate Synod. (The BIM held a similar discussion at its May meeting, led by BNM board member Rev. Peter Bender.)  

Board member Rev. Dr. Alfonso Espinosa used his opening devotion to focus the board on the work at hand, reading through a 

number of passages and prescriptions from Scripture, and asking the members of the board to consider whether they fall most 

under the category of national or district work, or both.   

The Rev. Robert Zagore, executive director of the ONM, updated the board on the ONM’s recent work, including:  

Planning and exhibiting at the LCMS Youth Gathering, held July 9–13 in Houston; 

Encouraging and creating resources to support church planting across the Synod; and  

Discussing possibilities for new support models for LCMS chaplains in Specialized Pastoral Ministry in light of a recent influx of 

requirements to sign DEI (diversity, equity and inclusion) agreements that often require them to compromise their ordination 

vows. 

The board also heard a report on challenges and opportunities for ministry in small towns and rural areas from the Rev. Todd 

Kollbaum, director of LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission (RSTM).  

Kollbaum noted that 60% of the residents of rural areas are unchurched, providing an opportunity for outreach in those 

communities. He also described a multitude of congregational partnership models than can help congregations in these areas 

“continue vibrant Word and Sacrament ministry,” and discussed resources that RSTM is putting together to help congregations 

discern which model might work well for them and to implement it.  

The Rev. Dr. David Loy, professor of Philosophy, Theology and Ethics at Concordia University Irvine, Irvine, Calif., presented to the 

board on “Responding as a Christian to Contemporary Ideologies,” and Zagore reported on the purpose and work of the Specialized 

Pastoral Ministry program.  

The board will hold its next meeting Oct. 13–14 in St. Louis. 

Posted July 26, 2022/Updated July 29, 2022 

REPORTER.LCMS.ORG 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran, Palmer, KS (LCMS/Erik M. Lunsford) 
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St. Paul’s Prayer Partners List 

Please pray for these people who are special to us at St. Paul’s Church. We hope these names help us stay connected and respond 
to the concerns of our church family. A list with addresses is available on the table near the church entrance so that you can send 
cards, if desired . 

Please pray for our children as they return to school and think of those from our church who are school 
employees, taking care of our children:  Kelly Hall, Jeanette Kunze, Seth Kincaid, Sabra Mertens, Bryanna 
(Rex) Norman, Taylor (Johnson) Otto, Martha Phillips, Renee Phillips, Devan Roberts, Sara Turner, Jacob 
Wickham, Amy Wilhelm, Kyle Wilhelm, Stephanie Zimmerman, Judy Voigt. 

We apologize if we have left names off the list.  Please let us know. 

 

 

Please pray for Jack and Debra Lake and their 3 boys who will be on a mission trip to the Dominican 
Republic in August.  They are volunteering through the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod Board of 
Missions to organize a VBS program for children in that mission field.  We pray that they have safe 
travels, remain healthy, and are able to share the love of Jesus with many children and their families. 

 

 

Special Prayer Requests  

Please pray that these Christian friends are blessed by God’s loving, supporting, and healing hands. 

Bill Bess – Bill and Darlene are both recovering from a difficult round of COVID.  Bill continues to deal with deteriorating physical 
health and dementia. 

Darlene and Fred Bleich – We thank God that Darlene has completed chemo and radiation 
therapies for breast cancer, and she is feeling well.  We pray for continued good test results.     

Felisa Brown – Felisa is doing well following her cancer treatments, and we praise God for good 
results and the blessing of enjoying happy times with a new granddaughter. 

Joyce Kiesling – Joyce continues to be challenged by a heart condition. We pray for strength. 

Paul Kiesling – Paul has had a recent difficult hospitalization and surgery as a result of cancer.  He 
is now recuperating at home, and we pray for healing so that Paul can take the next steps in 
treatment.  

Carl and June Kuester – Carl receives ongoing cancer treatments, and we thank God that June is home, recovering, and receiving 
physical therapy following a successful hip replacement on June 7.                                                                                                                                        

Michael Rex – Michael is receiving ongoing cancer treatments.   

Debbie VanDieren –  We pray that God holds Debbie close as she continues to fight an aggressive melanoma cancer with 
medication therapy.   

 

 

Congratulations and God’s blessings to Robert Tamen and Blakely Rose, children of Andrew and Taylor 
Karbinas, who were baptized on July 17, 2022. We pray that Tamen and Blakely grow in faith and stay 
close to their Savior always. 

 

 

 

To add a prayer request, please call the church office (573-796-2735), text Beth (573-644-4752), or email Twilla 
(twilla.duvall@centralbank.net). 

mailto:twilla.duvall@centralbank.net
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Easter Sunday 

Release Date: 8/5/2022 

When you hear the 
title Easter Sunday, you 
might think that this is a pic 
with some sort of faith 
component on its menu. 
And there are a number 
of mentions of God and 
Jesus in this B-grade film’s 
dialogue. But those 
references tend to show up 
in the form of lame (and 
moderately offensive) one-
liners more than anything 
else. (In fact, stand-up comic 
lead Jo Koy is at 
his least funny when he’s 
forcefully shoehorning 
anemic stand-up routines 
into this pic’s storyline.) 

If anything, the Easter holiday here is just an excuse to gather a 
Filipino family together for some homemade dishes garnished 
with ridiculous buffoonery and unexpectedly crude language. 
And this film hits that cinematic bull’s eye with all the marksman 
aplomb of William Tell himself.    

It’s not all nonsense and folderol, though. There are some nice 
moments near the movie’s end where the collected company 
calms down a bit and lauds the craziness and strength of family 
with some sincere, smile-worthy moments. 

Getting to that point, however, isn’t always as flavorful as the 
onscreen Filipino cuisine often looks. 

UPCOMING 

REVIEWS 

For reviews of these and other titles, 

visit PluggedIn.com, Focus on the 

Family’s media review and 

discernment website. 

Q 
 My teen has gotten into dystopian novels 

lately. Can you help me understand the 

appeal of fiction that involves oppressive 

societies? 

A 
 We don’t have to look far to see that 

dystopian novels are hugely popular 

among teens. Trilogies such as “The 

Hunger Games: and “Divergent” are still 

widely read, and newer book series such as “Skyward” 

and “The Cure Chronicles” are on best-seller lists. So, 

what’s the draw, especially since this genre can be 

pretty bleak? 

First, these stories often serve as a psychological outlet 

for teens processing the real world’s chaos. In times of 

social unrest and strife, dystopian tales - which generally 

are set in a post-apocalyptic future - actually become 

more popular. (The same is true for things like horror 

and zombie movies.) My thought is that readers and 

viewers can project fears about our world onto a 

fictional one, creating an emotional release value for 

their anxiety. 

Second, these stories typically involve young heroes 

moving from helplessness to empowerment as they 

take on broken world systems. (Consider Katniss 

Everdeen in “The Hunger Games” and Beatrice Prior in 

“Divergent.”) The underlying implication: Only the 

young have the moral clarity and determination to fix a 

world that adults have broken. 

Finally, these young protagonists, often teens, explore 

important identity questions. Admittedly, there’s usually 

plenty of darkness in dystopian stories. But there’s 

almost always a spark of hope, too, one that’s kindled 

and fanned into flame by these admirable young 

characters confronting the evil system of power arrayed 

against them. 

- Adam Holz, director of Plugged In 

 

https://store.focusonthefamily.com/brio/
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1st Terry Imhoff 16th Betty Hatch 

2nd Harold Kiesling 20th Rita Hammerly 

 David Strobel  Mikel Peterson 

3rd Charlie Turner 21st Braxton Bernard 

6th Heather Johnson  Adrienne Reifsteck 

7th Cory Friedmeyer 25th Isabella Kincaid 

8th Britani Allee 26th Gayle Balke 

10th Harlee Bleich-Wadley  Wendy Renner 

 Hugh Cook 27th Allie Creason 

11th Ezra Fischer  Kesha Fairchild 

 Portia Swanson 28th Dana Cook 

 Charles Tuner  Vanessa Gentry 

 Graeme Wilson 30th Robert Denker, Sr. 

13th Caydee Cooper  Brandon Robertson 

14th Rebekah Gerlt  Savannah Small 

 Todd Strobel 31st Jean Schubert 

15th Isaac Imhoff  Rick Sedgwick 

 Debbie Turner  Steve Seehusen 

8/9 Craig & Heidi Pardoe 

8/14 Wayne & Karen Hagemeyer 

8/22 Steve & Tiffany Gentry 

8/22 Les & Katie Harrison 

8/22 Eddie & Martha Phillips 

8/24 Rick & LaTonya Percival 

8/24 Jacob & Marie Wickham 

8/25 Pastor Pete & Jan Kurowski 

8/28 Kyle & Rebecca Holt 

Anniversaries 



2022 SUNDAY

KRLL - 1420 AM                             
Sunday Broadcast

      Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31 01 02 03 04 05 06

Primary Election 10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel                                                 

07 08 09 10 11 12 13

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Bible Class/ 
Sunday School

6:30 pm - Board of 
Evangelism

9:30 am - Women's Bible 
Study
6:30 pm - Board of Trustees

10:00 am - Bible Study 10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel                                                 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

9:00 am - Worship/Comm
10:30 am - Bible Class/ 
Sunday School

Pastor's Day Off 11:30 am - Senior Saint's 
Meal
7:00 pm - Board of Elders

Church office closed
9:30 am-Women's Bible 
Study
6:00 pm-Adult Choir

10:00 am - Bible Study
1:30 pm - Ladies Aid
7:00 pm - Evening Guild

10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Bible Class/ 
Sunday School
11:30 am - Board of 
Stewardship

Pastor's Day Off
California R-1 First Day of 
School
Jamestown C-1 First Day of 
School

Latham First Day of School 
Tipton R-VI First Day of 
School

9:30 am - Women's Bible 
Study
High Point First Day of 
School
Russellville First Day of 
School

10:00 am - Bible Study
6:00 pm - Board of 
Education

       EPISTLE Deadline

10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel

28 29 30 31 01 02 03

9:00 am - Worship/Comm
10:30 am - Bible Class/ SS

Pastor's Day Off 9:30 am - Women's Bible 
Study

AUGUST
 

(573) 796-2735 Church Office                                                                                                                      
(573) 796-8464 Church Basement                                                                  
(573) 796-4754 Dial-A-Meditation

Website: stpaulslutheran1860.com
Facebook: St. Paul's Lutheran, California, Missouri
Email us at: office@stpaulslutheran1860.com

Pastor on vacation

Pastor on vacation

Pastor on vacation



“We, the members of St. Paul’s 

Lutheran, saints through Jesus 

Christ, give glory to God for His 

free gift of salvation and 

personally reach out to the 

community and the world with this  

good news.” 

Church Officer Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Child Care Center:    (573) 796-1997 

Church Office:           (573) 796-2735 

Church Basement:    (573) 796-8462 

Dial-A-Meditation:     (573) 796-4754 

“The Lutheran Hour”  -  Sundays 

7:30 a.m.  KRLL  -  1420 AM 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Pastor Evandro Kopper 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

207 N. OWEN ST.    

CALIFORNIA, MO 65018        

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
     

Visit us on our website at stpaulslutheran1860.com  

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com 

http://www.stpaulslutheran1860.com
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Lutheran-Church-California-Missouri-89003457046/
mailto:office@stpaulslutheran1860.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Newsletter
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