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Please pray for: 

-peace and stability in 
Ethiopia 

-hungry and displaced 
persons from the war 

-resolution to the famine 

-help for those who are 
newly homeless and 
seeking food, shelter and 
security 

-healing of our fractured 
community 

-students who are in the 
second year of the 
Master’s program as they 
organize their final thesis 

-students’ families in war-
torn areas 

-our mission partners, 
from Brazil, who are 
transitioning to Ethiopia 

-Eric’s teaching and 
classes 

-our family as we are 
starting to settle in 

-our Prime Minister for 
wisdom in the many 
difficult decisions ahead 

-how we can best assist 
the people here  

Ethiopia Update 
Back Home in Ethiopia 

 

(left) saying good-bye to an Ethiopian friend, Dagim; (right) returning from Kenya 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia-- Greetings in Christ from Ethiopia. God has been 
good to us and we returned to Ethiopia just before Christmas on 
December 22.  It was important to our family that we were able to be 
“home” for Christmas even though it was a new house. We quickly set up 
the little Christmas tree that we had found at a moving sale and things felt 
more normal.  The Mekane Yesus Seminary had remained open and Eric 
was able to teach a few more classes in person before finals began. Since 
Ethiopian Christmas was not until January 7th, finals were in the first week 
of our New Year.  It was good to be back for this crucial part of the school 
year. 

This semester, Eric is teaching again. His students, as always, have been 
asking questions that take more time than class allows. So, we had some 
students over on Saturday morning to answer more questions that are 
also crucial to pastors. 

New 

Beginnings 
Along with 
our new 
house, there 
will be two 

new professors coming from 
Brazil from our Missionary 
Alliance program between 
the LCMS and Brazil. They are 
in altar-pulpit fellowship with the LCMS. We are excited that these strong 
teachers will be added to the faculty. (picture above – as we were in the 
Kenyan countryside, we wore skirts even when hiking)  
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Give thanks for: 

-classes being able to 
continue with the many 
serious issues surrounding 
the country and students 

-family, friends and 
supporters from around 
the world 

-our return to Ethiopia 

-daily bread and a home 

-the ongoing rebuilding of 
the seminary post-flood 

Praise God for: 

-our LCMS team who 
helped us transition to 
Kenya and back to 
Ethiopia 

-for good health and our 
return to relative stability 

To support our work 

financially send to: 

Mission Central 
c/o Gary Thies 

40718 Highway E 16 

Mapleton, IA 51034-7105 

Checks payable to: 

Mission Central  

Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia 

or 

The Lutheran Church- 

Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Checks payable to: LCMS 

Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia 

or 

Give securely online: 

LCMS.org/stinnett 
 

What Have We Been Doing Lately 

     
(top left) Levi helping grind coffee for ceremonial coffee on Ethiopian Christmas; 
(top right) we attended an Epiphany parade in Addis Ababa with thousands in 
attendance; (bottom left) the choir at Matongo Seminary with Johanna 
accompanying them as they prepare for the dedication of new buildings (bottom 
right) the Bishop was in attendance at Matongo Seminary for the dedication of 
offices and a classroom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(left) As the famine 
intensifies in Ethiopia, 
more than six million 
people are at the brink 
of starvation. More and 
more desperate people 
are coming to Addis 
Ababa to seek help and 
join the ranks of the 
homeless. 

 

 

Closing Thoughts: The Lord is always working through His people. We 

remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip ran to him (the eunuch) and 
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” And he said, “How can I unless someone guides 
me?” (Acts 8:30ff) Thank you in Jesus’ Name for your support of the 
work God has laid before us – Eric, Johanna, Rachael, Naomi, Luke & Levi   

 


