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Please pray for: 

-peace and stability in 
Ethiopia 

-hungry and displaced 
persons from the war 

-healing of our fractured 
community 

-students who will write 
their finals in three weeks 
(Ethiopian Christmas will 
be on Jan. 7) 

-students’ families in war-
torn areas 

-our mission partners, the 
Rabes, who are 
transitioning to the US 

-Eric’s online teaching and 
classes 

-our family with another 
unexpected 
move/transition 

Give thanks for: 

-classes that have 
resumed and continue on 

-family, friends and 
supporters from around 
the world 

-a safe trip and landing in 
Matongo, Kenya 

 

Ethiopia Update 
Evacuated to Kenya  

Matongo, Kenya- Greetings in Christ from Kenya. Due to the continuing 
and escalating civil war in Ethiopia, the Office of International Mission has 
sent us to Kenya for a while until things can get settled back down. The US 
Embassy and multiple other agencies were also recommending this move, 
and so, following a path of caution, we are currently in Kenya.  

  

(left) the entrance to Neema Lutheran Seminary; (right) deaconess students here 

Our hearts though, remain in Ethiopia. The Mekane Yesus Seminary has 
remained open and functioning. After the flood, classes were able to 
resume in early October, thanks be to God. Eric is continuing to teach via a 
variety of means including Zoom meetings and other messaging apps. We 
are so thankful for the help, prayers and support that continue to uphold 
us during this difficult time. We have continued to be a little transient in 
the last few months, but just before getting evacuated, we quickly moved 
back to the seminary campus as a house had opened up and our leased 
house was set to go to another family. As soon as we were able to move 
our belongings (most of which were still in boxes), we left for Kenya. 

 Other Changes 
During this time, we had other hard 
news. Our mission partners, the 
Rabe family, left the field. As you 
may recall, we arrived in Africa on 
the same plane and have been 
together this whole call. So it is with 
sadness that we bid this faithful 
family good-bye from Ethiopia. Dr. 

Rabe will continue his mission work as the Mission Recruiter in St. Louis. 
We pray for fruitful labor and that they have a smooth repatriation. Still, in 
all of this, God is continuing to encourage us and sustain the work here. 
There are multiple candidates that are being interviewed to join us on the 
field here in Ethiopia. We are praying that things become peaceful again 
and that the Lord moves the hearts of these men and their families to 

come to the right decisions whether it be in Ethiopia or elsewhere. 
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Praise God for: 

-our LCMS team who 
helped us transition to 
Kenya temporarily 

-another temporary home 
that is safe 

-new friends and so many 
people helping at the time 
of crisis 

-the Beckers and Steeles, 
LCMS missionaries, here 
in Matongo who have 
helped us greatly to move 
into this area and house 

-daily chapel services 

-a great retreat with our 
team in October and the 
chance to meet new 
missionaries on the field  

To support our work 

financially send to: 

Mission Central 
c/o Gary Thies 

40718 Highway E 16 

Mapleton, IA 51034-7105 

Checks payable to: 

Mission Central  

Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia 

or 

The Lutheran Church- 

Missouri Synod 
P.O. Box 66861 

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

Checks payable to: LCMS 

Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia 

or 

Give securely online: 

LCMS.org/stinnett 
 

What Have We Been Doing Lately 

     
(left) Levi watching the water from the rain barrel when our water went out; 
(right) a Kenyan man preparing a fresh coconut for us to drink 

We have now moved six times since the flood in August. With each move, 
we have been slowly accumulating the things we need and getting repairs 
done.  We have struggled somewhat to regain normalcy … and while we 
haven’t achieved it yet, God has remained faithful to us and is always 
caring for our needs and still allowing the work we were sent to do to be 
carried out. Having an identity in Christ, who is our solid Rock in these 
shifting sands, has been crucial to our well-being as a family. Not to say we 
haven’t had some tough months, but the peace of God which passes all 
understanding is ours … and yours. Thanks for your prayers and support – 
it has been comforting to have so many brothers and sisters in Christ 
praying for us from around the world. May you all have that peace this 
Christmas and throughout the New Year. 

 

Closing Thoughts: The Lord is always working through His people. We 

remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip ran to him (the eunuch) and 
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” And he said, “How can I unless someone guides 
me?” (Acts 8:30ff) Thank you in Jesus’ Name for your support of the work 
God has laid before us.  Thank you in Jesus’ Name  – The Stinnetts 

   

 

(left) Shara (LCMS missionary) welcomes us to Kenya; travelling  


