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“It’s hard to believe this is happening again.” 

This is what someone said to me the other day. Doors are being closed and hospitals are packed with people having 
respiratory problems. Loss and suffering are becoming reality as the new variant of COVID-19 spreads all over the 
world, especially in third world countries.   

The new variant of COVID-19 is called “Delta” so people can easily remember and distinguish it from other variants. 
Scientists name variants with the letters of the Greek alphabet to avoid labeling countries like India from where the 
new variant came. But does it really matter to know from where the virus comes? To us, maybe not. But for scientists 
it makes a difference knowing the origin so they can better understand the virus and address the treatment.    

In our relationship with God, it makes a difference knowing the origin of the problems that causes us to get spiritually 
sick. This is what Jesus said in Matthew 15:18-19...  

“
But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile 

them. For out of the heart come evil thoughts - murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false 
testimony, slander.” Matthew 15:18-19 

Jesus is saying the heart, even though redeemed by Christ, can sometimes be sick and awful. Just as healthy people 
can get infected with the Delta virus, good Christians can become spiritually weak and sick.  

When our mouth and actions go against God’s commandments, we have the remedy. We bow down and repent. We 
ask for forgiveness. We ask God, through the Holy Spirit to enable us to get rid of the thoughts and actions that make 
us sin. We go to Christ and ask Him to give us a new opportunity.  

 

 

 

 

Through His sacrifice on the cross, Jesus makes us worthy and rids us of the things that 
condemn us. With His blood shed on the cross, He opens the door to Heaven and 
eternal life. Come to Him in daily repentance and get yourself healed.  

Peace be with you, 

Pastor Kopper 

August 2021 

Epistle 
The 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ~ 207 N. Owen Street, California, MO 65018 

Our Lord Jesus said to us, “Go and sin no more.” John 5:14 
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St. Paul’s Family Big Splash! 

Sunday, August 29 

Picnic and Devotions: 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Eldon Aquatic Center reserved: 6:30-8:30 

500 N. Franklin Street, Eldon, MO 

We are planning a free family event for everyone in St. Paul’s church family. A picnic and 

devotions will be held at the shelter house in Eldon’s Air Park from 5:30-6:30 p.m.  We will serve a free Sloppy Joe picnic with 

chips, cookies, & fruit or veggies.  Water will be provided, or you can bring your own non-alcoholic drinks.  The Aquatic Center, 

next to the shelter house, is reserved just for our group from 6:30-8:30. We hope everyone will come to enjoy fellowship, food, 

and some splashing.  

There is a sign-up list on the table in the church entry or you can call or text Beth Jungmeyer at (573) 644-4752 to RSVP .  It will be 

very helpful to know how many plan to attend, as there is a limit to how many can enter the pool, and we can reserve for a larger 

group, if needed.  We want to be sure to have enough lifeguards present and food for all. 

If you would like to contribute to a free will donation at the park, it will go the Stinnett Missionary Family as part of our VBS 

Mission Project. 

St. Paul’s was happy to send many of our 

school-aged young people to Heit’s Point 

church camp this summer. They attended All 

Camp, Night Owl camp, Horse camp, and 

Water Week. This year’s theme was “AGAPE”- 

This is love: not that we love God, but that He 

loved us and sent His Son as an atoning 

sacrifice for our sins 1 John 4:10. While at camp, students enjoyed 

many camp activities like swimming, hiking, games, bible studies, 

canoeing, fishing, devotions, and much more. You can visit and like 

the Heit’s Point page on Facebook to see pictures of our students at 

camp. 

Thank you, St. Paul’s for supporting our students and providing them 

the opportunity to make lifetime memories while at Heit’s Point! 

Missouri Bicentennial Ice Cream Social 

August 10th at 3:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

201 N. High St., California, MO at the Moniteau County Historical Society 

A team of St. Paul Thrivent Benefit members who are also members of the Moniteau 

County Historical Society is hosting the event. 

Donations will be accepted to further the scholarship program for a deserving college 

student to help with college expenses. 

For details contact Steve Weicken at (573) 680-2840 or RSVP online at https://

thrivent.cotribute.co/events/525735/detail 

As a congregational 

service, we are 

attempting to organize 

transportation for our 

members who are not 

able to transport 

themselves to church 

but would like to 

attend. We would like suggestions of names of 

those persons who would use this service. We also 

would appreciate volunteers who would provide 

transportation approximately once each month.  

The Board of Elders 

https://thrivent.cotribute.co/events/525735/detail
https://thrivent.cotribute.co/events/525735/detail
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• KRLL Radio Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the church office.  All Sundays in August are 
available at this time. The cost is $130. 

• Lutheran Hour Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the church office. Available dates: August 
15th, August 21st or August 29th. The cost is $85. 

• Flowers for the Altar: Please contact the church office if you would like to add to the beauty of the church sanctuary and 
worship service. Next available dates are August 1st,  15th, or 29th.  

• August 26: Deadline for September EPISTLE items 

St. Paul’s Evening Guild is planning a service project to benefit the Orphan Grain 
Train (OGT) relief organization.  The ladies will collect items for “teachers’ kits” 
which will be assembled at our next meeting on August 19 at 7 p.m.  The kits will 
then be sent to areas or countries where teachers need support and 
encouragement. OGT‘s various “toolkits” are recommended as service projects by 
the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) and The Lutheran Hour.  Carol 
Jungmeyer applied for and received a Thrivent Action Grant, and the $250 gift 

card will be used to purchase items for teachers like:  hand sanitizer, Band-Aids, energy bars, 
cough drops, lip balm, deodorant, pocket tissues, gift card for school supplies, devotions for 
teachers, and much more.   

On September 9, Evening Guild ladies will be traveling to Arrowrock’s Lyceum Theatre to see 
the musical “Singin’ in the Rain”.  Tickets were purchased in early 2020, but shows were 
cancelled, and we hope to be able to enjoy the show this year!  We will leave from church at 
about 10:30, stop for lunch along the way, and see the 2 p.m. show. 

  

During our recent meeting, much of the agenda was spent on planning the St. 

Paul’s Family Big Splash in Eldon on August 29th.  All St. Paul’s families are 

encouraged to attend for the picnic supper from 5:30-6:30, followed by a two-

hour swim. The Board encourages all our members, young and old to attend.  

A devotion will be led by Pastor Kopper. Volunteers are important to help 

serve the no-cost meal.  Please consider devoting time for a fun occasion by signing up in the narthex. 

A Youth Service is being planned for August 29.  Other youth activities discussed include a fall hayride and the 

initiation of our youth day school. 

Kudos are extended to Marie Wickham for the Summer Bible Reading Program initiative.  

Beth Jungmeyer gave a report on the VBS program, which was very successful (many kids and ample volunteers).  

Some of materials have been shared with another church that is conducting the same program.  

EVENING GUILD 



“Be still, and know that I am God.” 
Stop talking 

Switch off your phone 

Stop commenting 

Listen 

Stop arguing 

Stop questioning 

Stop moaning 

Stop doubting 

Be sure 

Have faith 

No second opinion 

God is Almighty 

God is in control 

God is love 

God is King 

God is my hope, rock, fortress 

God is ever-present, a help in 

times of trouble 

God is my Father 

God is my shepherd-He will lead 

me, nourish me, protect me and 

restore me. 

Psalm 46:10  

St. Paul’s Youth has been hard at work and play this summer, as we’ve 

continued to meet Wednesday evenings as youth are available to attend! 

We’ve had a movie night, devotions, indoor/outdoor activities, service 

projects, youth room painting, fun and fellowship, with more planned to move 

us into the Fall season. August upcoming events include a Springfield Cardinals 

Faith and Family baseball game (August 22nd), the church’s Big Splash event 

at the Eldon pool (August 29th), and Youth Sunday (August 29th). In 

September we have the upcoming Night Light kick ball tournament in High 

Point (September 5th). 

About eight St. Paul’s youth participated in the Mid-Missouri Mission Teams’ (3MT) week of service projects. Our youth and leaders 

had opportunity to serve in projects within the community including building clean-up, painting, and 

deck deconstruction/reconstruction. Service project work was completed during the days, with 

nightly praise & worship service and devotions. We really enjoyed this event and plan to take part in 

it again next year! 

Youth Sundays will be observed on months with a fifth 

Sunday. Youth will take on responsibilities including music, 

ushering, and the readings. We look forward to the next 

Youth Sunday, which is August 29th.  

As always, if you know of 

someone grades 7 through 

12 who would like to join us 

for youth, please reach out 

to Jack Lake (573) 694-8770 

to get added to our St Paul’s 

Youth Facebook group, and/

or Remind App text 

communications.  
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What is the saying?  “Time flies, when having 

fun”, well I guess we are having fun because July 

went fast! 

All the kids have been super busy playing and 

having fun. All of them had a blast during 

Vacation Bible School. They love doing sand art, 

eating food, playing games, listening to the 

different stories, and singing songs. The songs 

have really stayed in their memory banks. I 

often hear them singing bits and pieces of each of the songs they learned.  Both groups had 

a special visitor. Boaz, the Comfort dog from Christ the King Lutheran Church at the Lake, 

came up to visit the kids. He showed his listening skills, ball skills, and his love of kids.  

The toddlers continue to excel in their playing. With all the heat, unfortunately, they have 

been stuck inside most afternoons. 

The school age kids have been extremely busy with working on their CommUnity Service 

projects, learning new activities and putting puzzles together, 

not the little ones, the big ones. For their service projects, they 

went to Valley Park West Retirement Center, baked cookies and 

distributed them to people. 

At Valley Park, the kids showed off their singing and dancing skills. Then they helped the 

residents tie dye shirts for one of their projects. Then the school kids showed 

their baking skills by baking cookies, bagging them up, and distributed to 

our church secretary and Pastor, 911 dispatchers, police officers, 

utility workers, mail carriers, and many more. The kids wanted 

to say “Thank you” for all that they have done for the 

community. They have one more project to complete 

and that will be completed next week. Stay 

tuned to see what they do.  They have at 

least one more month before school 

starts.  We will be cramming more stuff 

in to finish out the summer.  

Thanks everyone for the support. Please  

pray for us as we battle 

sicknesses and soon employee 

changes. 

In Christ,  

Sara Hagemeyer Turner, 

Director 

St. Paul's Child Care 

Center 

 

St. Paul’s Child Care Center 
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Concrete and Cranes – the Construction Project is a Success! 

As Christians, we are all “under construction”, and our goal at VBS in July was to help the kids in our 

church and community develop a strong faith foundation built on Jesus, our Rock. Our Planning Team 

and Staff worked hard to make our 2021 Concrete and Cranes 

VBS a wonderful week of learning and fun.  The Construction 

Crews enjoyed visiting the Job Site Opening/Closing, 

Foundation Storytelling, Excavator Missions, Bulldozer Crafts, 

Wrecking Ball Games, and Food Truck Snacks.  We enjoyed 

daily letters from the Stinnett missionary family, our Mission 

Project for the week.  We learned so much about their work 

in Ethiopia, the people, and the culture.  The children and staff gave offerings of $460 

for the Stinnetts, and the congregation has 

generously added to that total!  Check the 

display in the church entry to see photos of the Stinnett’s mission work in Ethiopia and 

track our mission donation progress.  We will continue collecting offerings for this special 

mission project through August…just 

drop your donations in the toolbox 

by the Stinnett display. 

We had over 70 children registered 

for VBS and 40 amazing leaders and 

helpers.  Many other volunteers 

provided snacks and helped in other 

ways. On Friday, the children 

enthusiastically shared their songs 

and cheers while the daily lessons were reviewed. Parents, grandparents, 

and guests joined us for the program and shared a construction site sack 

lunch.  Your support, prayers and efforts have been greatly appreciated! 

Special thanks to Harold Kiesling (who provided all the milk for kids for the week), Margery Kuester (who baked all the cookies for 

our Friday lunch), and Mike Volkart (who brought ice cream for everyone on Friday). 

A Grateful “Thank You” to all these VBS staff  members 

Gunner Baquet Ashley Baker Cindy Bell (SPCCC) Jan Bleich 

Lucas Bleich Emilia Cook Caydee Cooper (SPCCC) Susie Crawford 

Jennifer Dampf Alexis Diehls Mikayla Diehls Vanessa Gentry 

Haley Green Landon Hays Patricia Inglish Beth Jungmeyer 

Dave Jungmeyer Joyce Kaiser Jesse Kinchens (SPCCC) Pastor Kopper 

Jeanette Kunze Alyssa Maurer Kari Mertens Natalie Mertens 

Martha Phillips Devan Roberts Jasmine Rooney (SPCCC) Carol Schlup 

Jean Schubert Alexa Shewmaker (SPCCC) Sherri Sommerer Blakely & Reece (Sherri’s 

granddaughters) 

Eve Thibon Debbie Turner Sam Turner Sara Turner (SPCCC) 

Diane Weicken Marie Wickham Amy Wilhelm Stephanie Zimmerman 





St. Paul’s Prayer Partners List 

Please pray for these people of  St. Paul’s who have special needs or concerns at this time. We want to stay 

responsive to the concerns of our church family and keep them close in our thoughts. 

To add a prayer request, please call the church office (796-2735) or email/text Beth (573-644-4752) or Twilla 

(twilla.duvall@centralbank.net). 

 

Please pray for our children as they return to school and think of those from our church 

who are school employees, taking care of our children:  Kelly Hall, Rachel Hees, 

Jeanette Kunze, Seth Kincaid, Sabra Mertens, Bryanna (Rex) Norman, Crystal Ott, 

Taylor (Johnson) Otto, Debbie Pardoe, Martha Phillips, Renee Phillips, Devan Roberts, 

Sara Turner, Jacob Wickham, Amy Wilhelm, Kyle Wilhelm, and Stephanie Zimmerman. 

We apologize if we have left names off the list.  Please let us know. 

 

 

Special Prayer Requests for Health and Thanks for good recovery for the following: 

Stephanie Beck - Edwena’s daughter, faces tests and surgery for a tumor on her optic nerve. 

Bill & Darlene Bess - Bill took a recent fall that resulted in internal bruises, and was also found to have a serious 

infection. 

Marj Friedmeyer - Marj broke several ribs in a recent fall and is recovering at home. 

Karen Hagemeyer - Karen dislocated her shoulder in a fall and her shoulder is 

immobilized for 4-6 weeks as she recovers at home. 

Glenda Hamilton - we can thank God that she has been back in church and recovering 

well following her knee surgery. 

Ron & Joyce Kiesling - Thanks to God that Ron and Joyce have been able to return to 

church recently even as they continue to be challenged with health issues. 

John Langkop - John has also been back in church and is recovering from surgery after breaking his leg. 

Brad O’Neal - Edwena’s son, and has recently been in and out of the hospital fighting kidney failure and heart 

problems. 

Billy & Debbie Rader - Billy continues to face challenges with cancer treatments. He has made many service calls to 

St. Paul’s Church over the years, and we are grateful for his work. 

Demyris Shikles - Marge Kuester’s great-grandson, is continuing to recover from leg surgery. His family is 

encouraged and thankful for increased mobility. 

Edwena Shock - we pray that Edwena’s ankle surgery is scheduled soon to give her relief from pain. 

 

 

Congratulations and blessing to Violet Ann Noble who is one of the newest of God’s 

special children through baptism. Violet Ann, daughter of Oliva Percival and Caleb Noble, 

was baptized into the Christian Church on Sunday, July 25th, during St. Paul’s church 

service. We pray that God keeps her close to Him in faith always. 
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OUT 

OF 

ORDER 

Update on the Elevator 

We wish we had an update to share, but we are still in a waiting pattern. Like so 

many things, we are finding that COVID has also impacted the company hired to 

complete the repairs. We have our part finished and are patiently waiting for 

final maintenance to be completed. 

We know this is an inconvenience and appreciate your understanding. 

~ The Board of Trustees 

A note from Edwena… 
I so appreciate the well-wishes and prayers I 

have received regarding my son and my 

daughter’s health issues. 

A wristwatch was left in a pew several Sundays 

ago. You can claim it at the church office. 

The copier in the library has 

been cleaned and running 

perfectly again. 

Moniteau County Fair Vesper Service 

sponsored by the Ministerial Alliance 

Sunday, August 1 at 7:30 p.m. 

Music will be provided by The Crossroads Jammers 

followed by worship, led by Pastor Kopper. Please 

join us at the grandstand for the service. 

A Note from the Board of Elders 
Due to the new CDC mandates, we recommend wearing 

protective face coverings when visiting or attending 

services. 

Reasons why grandparents are important 

G randparents can play a unique and significant role 

in the lives of their grandchildren. Here are four 

reasons why: 

▪ Unconditional love. Grandparents can offer the 

children in their lives unconditional love - loving 

them for who they are, not who we are trying to get 

them to be. 

▪ Perspective. Grandparents who have lived and 

seen the world from different perspectives can 

provide valuable insights. Grandparents can share 

a little about what their childhoods and teen years 

were like, how they met their spouses and what 

they dreamed about doing. Grandparents can also 

model values. 

▪ Stability. Grandchildren need stability amid 

societal turbulence - someone to stand with them 

and beside them. Family traditions and history 

foster stability and grandparents can impact this 

information to help kids feel they belong. 

▪ Adventure. Grandparents can take their 

grandchildren on adventures - exploring the city, a 

new trail, a new restaurant, a museum, an 

observatory, or a nearby fishing hole. 

By Dr. Danny Huerta is Focus on the Family’s Vice 

President of the Parenting and Youth department. 
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CREATED FOR COMMUNITY 

“Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left behind at Athens alone,  and we sent Timothy, our brother and 

God's coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith,  that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you 

yourselves know that we are destined for this.  For when we were with you, we kept telling you beforehand that we were to suffer 

affliction, just as it has come to pass, and just as you know.  For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your 

faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain.” 1 Thessalonians 3:1-5 

“Two are better than one,” we read in Ecclesiastes.  God created humanity to live in community, with Him and with one 

another.  As we have made our way through St. Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, we repeatedly see the importance of 

our relationships with other Christians.  The Christian faith is not something that one reads and lives out in solitude.  Instead, 

God knits together people from disparate backgrounds, cultures and experiences into one community where Christ is what 

unites.  Within that community, Christians are called to build up and encourage one another.  When Paul knew that he was 

not able to see the Thessalonians in person, he sent Timothy in his place to strengthen them in the faith. 

Missouri District school administrators gathered together this week for presentations and round table discussions about a 

wide variety of topics.  These presentations could have taken place online and saved people important resources of time and 

money.  However, they willingly drove from all over Missouri to meet together in Columbia so that they could build up and 

encourage one another. 

You might be able to watch services online where the church has better technology, music or even preaching.  However, God 

has made you to be part of a specific community of believers who need you and the mutual support that you both give and 

receive.  Our congregations are not perfect.  They are made up of broken sinners like each of us.  However, our congregations 

are people who have been joined together by the Holy Spirit and covered with the blood of Jesus.  My prayer for our 

congregations is that they would be communities of believers, encouraging one another in Christ and His gifts. 

Many congregations right now are wondering what to do with those who have been hesitant to return to worship.  This is 

where we can take a page from St. Paul and never fail to encourage them, whether by written or spoken word.  May each of 

these people who are slow in returning know that they are loved by Christ and their congregation. 

Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one communion in the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Give to Your whole Church in heaven and on earth Your light and Your peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  

Fraternally in Christ, President Lee Hagan 
Posted July 21, 2021 



8/9 Craig & Heidi Pardoe 

8/14 Wayne & Karen Hagemeyer 

8/22 Steve & Tiffany Gentry 

8/22 Les & Katie Harrison 

8/22 Eddie & Martha Phillips 
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8/24 Rick & LaTonya Percival 

8/24 Jacob & Marie Wickham 

8/25 Pastor Pete & Jan Kurowski 

8/28 Kyle & Rebecca Holt 

  

For by me your days will be multiplied, 

and years will be added to your life.          

Proverbs 9:11 

Happy Anniversary! 

1st Terry Imhoff 13th Caydee Cooper 26th Gayle Balke 

2nd Harold Kiesling 14th Lillie Bieri  Wendy Renner 

3rd Charlie Turner  Rebekah Gerlt 27th Allie Creason 

6th Heather Johnson  Todd Strobel  Kesha Fairchild 

7th Cory Friedmeyer 15th Isaac Imhoff 28th Dana Cook 

8th Britani Allee  Debbie Turner  Vanessa Gentry 

10th Harlee Bleich-Wadley 16th Betty Hatch 30th Robert Denker, Sr. 

 Hugh Cook 20th Rita Hammerly  Brandon Robertson 

11th Ezra Fischer  Mikel Peterson 31st Steve Seehusen 

 Portia Swanson 21st Braxton Bernard  Rick Sedgwick 

 Charles Turner  Adrienne Reifsteck  Jean Schubert 

 Graeme Wilson 25th Isabella Kincaid   



2021 SUNDAY

KRLL - 1420 AM                             
Sunday Broadcast

      Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

01 02 03 04 05 06 07

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Bible Class/ SS
7:30 pm - Moniteau 
County Fair Vesper 
Service

Pastor's Day Off 6:30 pm - Board of 
Evangelism

9:30 am - Women's Bible 
Study

10:00 am - Bible Study 10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel                                                 

08 09 10 11 12 13 14

9:00 am - Worship/Comm
10:30 am - Bible Class/ 
Sunday School

Pastor's Day Off 9:30 am - Women's Bible 
Study
7:30 pm - Board of 
Trustees

10:00 am - Bible Study 10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel                                                 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Bible Class/ 
Sunday School

Pastor's Day Off 7:00 pm - Board of 
Elders

9:30 am - Women's Bible 
Study

10:00 am - Bible Study
1:30 pm - Ladies Aid
7:00 pm - Evening Guild

10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Bible Class/ SS
Youth - Springfield 
Cardinals Faith & Family 
Baseball Game

Pastor's Day Off 9:30 am - Women's Bible 
Study
Deadline to submit info 
for Sept EPISTLE 
Newsletter

10:00 am - Bible Study
6:00 pm - Board of 
Education

10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel

29 30 31 01 02 03 04

9:00 am - Youth Sunday 
Worship/Comm
10:30 am - Bible Class/ SS
5:30 pm - Family Big 
Splash at Eldon Aquatic 
Center

Pastor's Day Off

Our website:  stpaulslutheran1860.com                                  Our Facebook page:  St. Paul's Lutheran, California, Missouri                                        Email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860

AUGUST
 

(573) 796-2735 Church Office                                                                                                                      
(573) 796-8464 Church Basement                                                                  
(573) 796-4754 Dial-A-Meditation



“We, the members of St. Paul’s 

Lutheran, saints through Jesus 

Christ, give glory to God for His 

free gift of salvation and 

personally reach out to the 

community and the world with this  

good news.” 

Church Officer Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Child Care Center:    (573) 796-1997 

Church Office:           (573) 796-2735 

Church Basement:    (573) 796-8462 

Dial-A-Meditation:     (573) 796-4754 

“The Lutheran Hour”  -  Sundays 

7:30 a.m.  KRLL  -  1420 AM 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Pastor Evandro Kopper 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

207 N. OWEN ST.    

CALIFORNIA, MO 65018        

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
     

Visit us on our website at stpaulslutheran1860.com  

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.   

http://www.stpaulslutheran1860.com
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Lutheran-Church-California-Missouri-89003457046/
mailto:office@stpaulslutheran1860.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Newsletter
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