
M A Y  2 0 2 1  

“...let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith. 

Hebrews 12:1-2 

  Challenges and difficulties are constant in our daily lives. We only have to wake up in the morning and they all show 

up! Our families depend on our work, they need our attention and our care, our bodies need good food, lots of water and 

exercise. Sometimes we get sick, and we need medical care. These difficulties sometimes get even worse when illness 

happens to our families, accidents and maybe even the death of someone we love.  

 In the letter to the Hebrews, Chapter 12, Verse 3, the author encourages us to find strength in the suffering of Jesus 

who, in the face of people's impatience and hatred, endured everything with love.  It is written: Consider him who 

endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

 Therefore, let us not be discouraged or give up, because by faith in Christ Jesus the greatest of all our problems has 

been solved. Our sins have been forgiven when the Son of God suffered and died on the cross for all of us.  

  Let us not be discouraged when we feel guilty for our sins that plague our conscience. Jesus shows patience towards 

us and forgives us. Let us not be discouraged by the challenges and setbacks of this life, because it is fleeting as are all our 

fears and discouragements. Let us not be discouraged, death and suffering will have an end when the Son of God comes 

back to take all of us to the everlasting life.  

 By His sacrifice on the Cross, Jesus guaranteed us not only the forgiveness of sins, but also eternal life where there will 

be no sadness or discouragement. He invites us: Come to me, all you who are tired and overburdened and I will give you 

rest. 

In Jesus’ name. 

Pastor K 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

207 N. Owen Street 

California, MO 65018 

The Epistle 

May 2021 
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Grab your hard hat and tool belt! We need your help for Vacation 
Bible School 2021, happening July 12th-16th from 9:00-11:30am! 

As kids explore a world of concrete and cranes, they will learn to 
build their faith on Jesus, the only foundation that lasts! 

If your talent is leading a fun group of kiddos, being a great 
example for our youth volunteers, or behind the scenes work like 
preparing the take home bag for each child, we have a job for 
you. Whether you can help the whole week or just a couple 
hours, it’s not your crafts or your construction skills that makes 
you worthy to serve at VBS; it’s your commitment to show the 
love of Jesus! 

Many employers offer paid leave for amazing volunteer 
opportunities just like this, what a perfect way to help your 
church and community if this is 
available to you! 

VBS Prayer day is Sunday, May 
16th. We appreciate your prayers 
for this exciting part of our 
church mission on that day and 
going forward.  

Please speak to Beth Jungmeyer or Marie Wickham about your interests so we can 
find your perfect job assignment right away! 

  

“Concrete and Cranes,” an 

unlikely discussion for the 

Board of Education, was 

nonetheless announced as 

the theme for this year’s 

Vacation Bible School, scheduled for July 12-16.  An exciting 

summer activity was discussed for our church families, which 

will involve swimming and grilling at a location, yet to be 

determined.  Stay tuned for more information. 

The Board was pleased with individuals who volunteered for 

the library. There was some discussion about how the library 

shelving might be improved.  If anyone would like a red 

hymnal, there are ample copies available at no charge.  If you 

had a Confirmation hymn, most likely it is in the hymnal.  

The Confirmation date for this year is May 23 with a 

recognition of our graduates scheduled for May 30.   

A Note from the 

Board of Elders 
Wednesday evening services have been 

discontinued due to the low number of 

attendance. We welcome and encourage 

all who attended on Wednesday to join 

Sunday morning worship services at 9:00 

a.m. 

In Christ, Scott Volkart  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
Thank God for providing all 
we need to abound in His 
work.
2 Corinthians 9:8

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Ask God to grant His favor 
and honor on all those who 
are serving in VBS. Psalm 
84:11

Thank God for carrying on 
the good works He has 
started in us.
Philippians 1:6*

Pray for the VBS director 
and all workers involved 
with the preparation and 
planning of VBS.

Ash God to give strength to 
the workers when they are 
weary and power when they 
are weak. Isaish 40:29

Ask God to place a hedge of 
protection around our 
church's VBS and all those 
who attend.

Thank God in advance for 
the blessings and 
opportunities He will 
provide through VBS.

Thank God for loveing us 
and ask Him to ehlp us 
remain in His love.
John 15:9*

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Ask God to give energy and 
stamina to workers who will 
lead kids to worship Him 
through music and drama.

Pray for those who are 
leading missions. Ask God to 
give them a heart and 
passion for the missionary 
families they will teach 
about.

Ask for physical safety and 
energy for those who are 
leading recreation during 
the week.

Pray a blessing on all the 
snacks that will be prepared 
for VBS and the workers 
who will prepare them.

Thank God for the creativity 
of those leading crafts. Ask 
God to grant patience and 
compassion for the children 
with whom they work.

Pray for the Bible Study 
leaders to effectively 
communicate God's love to 
the children they teach.
1 John 4:19

Ask God to help everyone 
serving in VBS to do 
everything with kindness 
and love.
1 Corinthians 16:14

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Thank God for His gift of 
eternal life and for the 
children who will receive 
that gift as VBS.
Romans 6:23

Pray for Pastor as he builds 
relationships with the kids 
and shares the gospel with 
them.

Thank God for sending His 
Son, Jesus, to provide 
forgiveness of our sins even 
while we were still sinners. 
Romans 5:8*

Pray for students and adults 
who may be attending VBS. 
Ask God to open their hearts 
to hear His Word in a fresh 
and new way.

Ask God to help kids know 
that His plan is for them to 
have a relationship with 
Jesus.

Praise Jesus for choosing to 
die for us and provide for 
the forgiveness of our sins.
John 15:13*

Pray that the VBS 
Celebration provides a 
witnessing opportunity with 
parents and the community.

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Ask God to help kids know 
that Jesus is with them 
always and will always love 
them.
Matthew 28:20b*

Pray that children will 
continue to increase in 
wisdom concerning God's 
Word.
Luke 2:52

Thank God for all He has 
done and will continue to do 
through our VBS.

Pray that all those involved 
in VBS will continue to seek 
God with all their hearts and 
grow in their relationship 
with Him.

Pray that all involved in VBS 
will continue to build their 
lives on what they have 
learned and belieive.
2 Timothy 3:14*

Pray that our church's VBS 
will continue to bear fruit 
and glorify God. John 15:8

Ask God to bless the follow-
up efforts to contact all 
prospects and invite them to 
join other church activities.

30 31
Pray for those making 
follow-up visits to clearly 
share the gospel.

Ask God to provide a time of 
rest and refreshment for all 
those who served in VBS. 
Matthew 11:28

May 2021VBS Concrete & CranesTM Prayer Calendar

Vaction Bible School (VBS) Day of Prayer in May 16th

St. Paul's VBS is July 12th - 16th
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 KRLL Radio Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the church office.  
Available dates: May 9th, 16th, 21st or 28th.  The cost is $130. 

 Lutheran Hour Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the church office. 
Available dates: May 16th, May 21st, May 28th or June 27th.  

 Flowers for the Altar: Please contact the church office if you would like to add to the beauty of 
the church sanctuary and worship service. Next available dates are May 30th or June 27th.  

 May 25: Deadline for May EPISTLE items 

What is Pentecost? 

Pentecost Sunday is just around the corner - May 

23
rd

. But what is Pentecost? 

It’s not like Pentecost is a word we use much 

outside the church.  

Unlike some other Christian holy days, it hasn’t leaked into popular culture. There’s no tradition of gift giving and you 

aren’t likely to find an increase in candy sales to go with the holiday. 

So what is Pentecost … and why should we care? 

Pentecost Sunday is the day when Christians around the world celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

On Christmas, Christians celebrate the Incarnation - that God became human in the person of Jesus Christ. On Easter, 

we celebrate the Resurrection - the belief that Jesus rose from the dead, a sign of promise of resurrection given to all 

God’s people. And on Pentecost, we celebrate the Holy Spirit - the gift of God’s comfort, power, and strength given to 

God’s people. 

It was during the Festival of Weeks, fifty days after Passover, that the disciples of Jesus were gathered in Jerusalem. 

They had spent the last fifty days making sense of their experiences of the resurrection of their teacher, Jesus, and the 

fact that he had just ascended into heaven (for this whole account, see the book of Acts, chapters 1 and 2). 

While the disciples were gathered, the Holy Spirit filled them. They began to preach to the pilgrims who were gathered in  

Jerusalem about Jesus. As they preached they were amazed to discover that all the pilgrims - regardless of what 

language they spoke - were able to understand them.  

The Christian holiday of Pentecost is rooted in this historical event - an event sometimes called the “birthday of the 

church” because it marks the day that Jesus’ disciples began to share the story of Christ’s resurrection, eternal life, and 

forgiveness of sins. 

But Pentecost is more than just remembering an historical event. Today, as it was 2,000 years ago, the impact that the 

Holy Spirit makes in the lives of those who are filled cannot be measured! The Spirit’s power is inconceivable and 

overcomes our weakness to make us bold in our faith and witness as we are called to go and make disciples. It is the 

Holy Spirit who calls us, renews us, blesses us, bestows fruits and gifts on us. Nothing would be possible without the 

Spirit’s dwelling in us who guides us leading us to freedom from sin, sealing us in our faith in Christ as we are called to 

bear witness of Jesus love in serving and to inherit God’s kingdom for eternity. (Romans 8) 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. (Romans 15:13) 



St. Paul’s Child Care Center 
My, my, where has the time gone?! The month of April has gone quickly. The kids have been 

excited to be outside, along with their teachers. They have been able to observe the trees 

gaining their leaves and the flowers blooming. We anxiously await for when we can put our 

ever growing starter seeds in our garden.  

At the beginning of the month, we had a surprise visit 

from the Easter bunny. He delivered a bunch of goodies 

to the boys and girls. We also enjoyed our egg hunt. The 

kids continue to make their way through the Bible by 

hearing stories of how Doubting Thomas put his fingers 

in the nail marks of Jesus’ hands. Then learning more 

how He is our Good Shepherd. 

Towards the end of the month, we were all shocked to 

see the white stuff flying through the air. The kids were 

disappointed though, when they woke up from nap to see the 

white stuff gone. Earlier in the day they talked about how they 

were going to build snowmen and angels. Instead, we made 

mud pies and mud balls. 

We look forward to May. The kids are excited to give their 

Mother’s Day gift to their mom. They have been working hard 

on them. The adults are looking forward to the yummy treats 

that will be provided by some of the ladies at church. The kids 

love their sweets and their mom. 

The Day Care continues to do well and will have a packed 

house when summer begins. We ask 

for your continual prayers 

for the teachers and students. 

 

Thanks everyone for all 

of your support.  

Blessings in Christ,  

Sara Turner, Director 

St. Paul's Child Care Center 
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Lutherans For Life 
First Annual Walk 4 Life 

Since 1979 Lutherans For life has been equipping Lutherans to be 

Gospel-motivated voices For Life. 

Join the Step Up 4 Life campaign and make a difference by helping 

to raise awareness and funds 4 Life in this new and exiting way. 

 

Step Up 4 Life runs from May 8 thru July 5. You pick the times you choose to participate. Make this your 

personal march for life as you walk, run, roll, stroll, wash the car, vacuum and even rock in your favorite chair. Check 

out the fitness conversion chart on the website to convert your activities to steps. 

On or after May 8, go to lutheransforlife.org/stepup4life and register to join. After paying a one-time $25 fee 

you are set to go.  (Check out the family, team and student discounts). Connect your personal tracking devices or 

manually record your activities. You’ll be counting steps toward raising awareness and funds for LFL, especially when 

you involve others. You can even share your participation on social media and invite others to sponsor you. 

As you work toward your goals you will be helping LFL reach its $30,000 fundraising goal. More importantly, 

you’ll be raising awareness and funds For Life. 

There is no registration fee for sponsors. If walking and rolling aren ’t for 

you, don’t worry. Become a sponsor and supporter through your prayers, 

encouragement and donations. You can give online at lutheransforlife.org/

stepup4life or send your contributions to: 

Lutherans For Life 

1101 5th Street 

Nevada, IA 50201-1816 

(Please add “Step Up 4 Life” in the memo line of your check) 

Want to increase awareness as you Step Up 4 Life? Consider purchasing 

and wearing a Step Up 4 Life t-shirt while supplies last. T-shirts are only $12 for 

X-XL and $14 for 2XL-3XL including shipping and handling! Order yours today 

at lutheransforlife.org/stepup4life! Plan ahead, allow two weeks for delivery. 

 

Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated voices For Life 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Thank you for your lovely support for the seminarian families. It enables the students to 

continue to be prepared to serve Christ’s Church in the world. Accept our deepest felt 

thanks for your kind generosity. 

Blessings, 

Andre Vogel and Family 

PhD Student  

https://lutheransforlife.org/stepup4life/
https://lutheransforlife.org/stepup4life/
https://lutheransforlife.org/stepup4life/
https://lutheransforlife.org/stepup4life/
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If this is the first time you’ve heard of Demon Slayer the Movie: Mugen Train, you’re 
late to the party. 

Manga and anime fans—especially in Japan—have known about this series for 
years. The manga (print) version of the series has more than 150 million copies in 
print. The first television season (26 episodes in all) is available on Netflix, Hulu and 
YouTube TV. And Demon Slayer the Movie: Mugen Train is not just the highest-
grossing anime film of all time, but the highest grossing Japanese film ever. And 
keep in mind, this is the country that gave us Godzilla. 

The movie isn’t really built for newcomers like me. The story is too complex, and the characters too well-established, 
for a novice to this world to do much besides play catch-up and tabulate the blood spatter. 

And there was plenty of blood spatter to tabulate. This film is bloody. Despite it being a “cartoon,” the carnage we see 
here often isn’t cartoonish. Seeing an entire family, including children, lying dead in pools of their own blood is pretty 
disturbing for anyone, be they child or adult. No wonder Tanjiro has nightmares. 

But while the film is justifiably rated R and comes with tons of violence and some significant spiritual issues to take 
note of, it also carries some surprisingly positive messages into the fray, too. This is no triumph of gore and nihilism, 
but rather an exhortation to fight evil when you find it and sacrifice for goodness along the way. The costs can be high, 
and the aftermath painful. But, Mugen Train insists, the sacrifices are still important. To be good for goodness’ sake, 
even against impossible odds, is what we’re all to be about in this world, not just Demon Slayers. 

Definitely, the film is a mixed bag. But honestly, I was surprised by the redemptive messages I found—along with a 

bunch of severed demon heads. 

https://www.pluggedin.com/movie-reviews/demon-slayer-the-movie-mugen-train-2021/ 

By Paul Asay 

Paul Asay has been part of the Focus on the Family Plugged In staff since 2007, watching and reviewing roughly 15 quintillion 

movies and television shows. He’s written for a number of other publications, too, including Time, The Washington Post and 

Christianity Today. The author of several books, Paul loves to find spirituality in unexpected places, including popular entertainment, 

and he loves all things superhero. His vices include James Bond films, Mountain Dew and terrible B-grade movies. He’s married, 

has two children and a neurotic dog, runs marathons on occasion and hopes to someday own his own tuxedo. Feel free to follow 

him on Twitter @AsayPaul.  

Plugged In Picks: A Week Away 

A Week Away is the kind of movie we often say we want Hollywood to make. So if you’re 

looking for a fun, toe-tapping, inspirational story to enjoy with your family, A Week Away is 

our Plugged In Pick for you. 

If you’re not familiar with A Week Away, be sure to check out Emily Clark’s full review. 

She writes that the film gives us “a great story demonstrating what happens when Christians do life together. ...Teens 

who attend Camp Aweegaway might be a week away from having their lives changed, but viewers who watch A Week 

Away are only an hour and a half away from the same.” This movie is streaming now on Netflix. 

https://www.pluggedin.com/movie-reviews/demon-slayer-the-movie-mugen-train-2021/
https://www.pluggedin.com/movie-reviews/week-away-2021/


St. Paul’s Prayer Partners List 

Please pray for these people who are special to us in St. Paul’s Congregation. 

We hope these names help us stay connected and respond to the concerns of 

our church family. A list with addresses is available on the table near the church 

entrance so that you can send cards, if desired. 

If you have a prayer request to add, please call the church office (796-2735) or 

email/text Beth (573-644-4752) or Twilla (twilla.duvall@centralbank.net). 

 

2021 Graduates and Confirmands from St. Paul’s 

Please pray that these Confirmands and Graduates continue to serve God and be blessed with His grace, loving care, 

and wisdom as they continue their education or move into new professions.  The Prayer List with their addresses is on 

the table by the church entrance.  We know your congratulations and prayers are appreciated. 

8th Grade Graduates and 2021 Confirmation Class 

Lucas Bleich (California R-1) 

Rebekah Inglish (California R-1) 

Samuel (Sammy) Turner (California R-1) 

High School Graduate: 

Gwendolyn (Gwen) Yarnell (California R-1) 

College Graduate: 

Lindsey VanDieren - Graduates from Missouri State University in Springfield with 
degrees in Museum Studies and Anthropology 

Post Graduate Degree: 

Emily Thibon - Graduates from St. Louis University with a Doctorate in physical therapy 

Nathan Thibon - Graduates from Washington University in St. Louis with a Juris Doctor Law Degree 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

Please pray for the Vacation Bible School Planning Committee (Jennifer Dampf, Patricia Inglish, Beth Jungmeyer, 
Jeanette Kunze, Sara Turner, Diane Weicken, Marie Wickham) as they make plans for an exciting VBS program called 
“Concrete and Cranes” on July 12-16.  Pray that the program is successful in teaching our children that Jesus is the 
firm foundation we build our lives on.  

VBS Day of Prayer on May 16th…see the special insert for daily prayer suggestions for VBS.  

Newlyweds 

Please ask God to richly bless these couples as they start new lives together. 

Skype Palmer and Davis Jimenez, married April 10 - 9314 Sissone Drive, Fairdale, KY 40118 

Kris Bleich and Lana Chiem, married March 23 - 54288 Butterfly Road, California, MO 65018 

Special Prayer Requests 

Ron & Joyce Kiesling - Please pray for them as they face difficult days with health problems. 
   27359 Hwy H, Clarksburg, MO 65025 

Brad O’Neal - Brad is Edwena’s son, and continues to have many challenges with his serious illness. 
   20807 Hwy AA, Marshall, MO 65340 

Billy & Debbie Rader - They have had many challenges with Billy’s diagnosis of cancer. He has made many service 
calls to St. Paul’s Church, and we are grateful for his work over the years. 
   111 S. Gerhardt Rd, California, MO 65018 
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1st Cecilia Peterson  10th Henry Hall  24th Obediah Wolfe 

3rd Michael Ashley  11th David Bleich  26th Eddie Phillips 

4th Noah Kramel   Trinity Paulson   Miranda Schnack 

6th Steve Giese  15th Blain Kiesling  27th Helen Borghardt 

 Chuck Inglish  16th Quinton Gano   Misty Creason 

 Delbert Kaiser   Seth Kincaid  28th Ron Kiesling 

 Judy Leithauser  18th Jacque Stock   Charley Stock 

 Jay VanDieren   Carla Templeton  29th Leslie Voigt 

8th Chris Jungmeyer  19th Ella Percival  30th Joey Gish 

 Dana Wilson   Diane Weicken  31st Debra Lake 

9th Klara Cook  21st Morgan Clennin   Kinley Turner 

10th Kelci Burger  22nd Joy Bleich   Amy Wilhelm 

 Katy Clifford   Paula Kopper    

5/1 Bill & Ruth Maier 

5/1 Marc & Lesha Peterson 

5/1 Mikel & Cecilia Peterson 

5/3 Mark & Susie Crawford 

5/5 Dennis & Doris Fischer 

5/5 Bret & Jessica Voigt 

For by me your days will be multiplied, and years will be added to your life.          

Proverbs 9:11 
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5/14 David & Debbie Opel 

5/18 Justin & Sally Martin 

5/21 Jay & Debbie VanDieren 

5/26 Daniel & Rebekah Gerlt 

5/31 Daniel & Danielle Cook 

  



2021 SUNDAY

KRLL - 1420 AM                             
Sunday Broadcast

      Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

25 26 27 28 29 30 01

02 03 04 05 06 07 08

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Bible Class/ 
Sunday School

Pastor's Day Off 9:30 am - Women's Bible 
Study
6:00 pm - Adult Choir

10:00 am - Bible Study
12:00 pm - National Day 
of Prayer, ceremony at 
Courthouse

10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel                                                 

09 10 11 12 13 14 15

9:00 am - Worship/Comm
10:30 am - Bible Class/ 
Sunday School
Mother's Day

Pastor's Day Off                                            6:30 pm - Board of 
Evangelism

9:30 am - Women's Bible 
Study
6:00 pm - Adult Choir
7:30 pm - Board of 
Trustees

Ascension of Our Lord 10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel
1-5 pm - Nutrition 
Center Presale

Armed Forces Day
8-12 - Nutrition Center 
Rummage Sale

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Bible Class/ 
Sunday School
Day of Prayer for VBS

Pastor's Day Off 7:00 pm - Board of 
Elders

9:30 am - Women's Bible 
Study
6:00 pm - Adult Choir

1:30 pm - Ladies Aid
6:00 pm - Evening Guild 
Picnic

10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

9:00 am - Worship/Comm
Pentecost
Confirmation Sunday
10:30 am - Bible Class/ 
Sunday School

Pastor's Day Off Deadline to submit info 
for June EPISTLE 
Newsletter

9:30 am - Women's Bible 
Study
6:00 pm - Adult Choir

6:00 pm - Board of 
Education

10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel

30 31

9:00 am - Worship/Comm
The Holy Trinity
Graduation Sunday
10:30 am - Bible Class/ 
Sunday School

Memorial Day
Pastor's Day Off

Visit us on our website at Stpaulslutheran1860.com                     On our Facebook page - St. Paul's Lutheran, California, Missouri                          Email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860

MAY
 

(573) 796-2735 Church Office                                                                                                                      
(573) 796-8464 Church Basement                                                                  
(573) 796-4754 Dial-A-Meditation



“We, the members of St. Paul’s 

Lutheran, saints through Jesus 

Christ, give glory to God for His 

free gift of salvation and 

personally reach out to the 

community and the world with this  

good news.” 

Church Officer Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Child Care Center:    (573) 796-1997 

Church Office:           (573) 796-2735 

Church Basement:    (573) 796-8462 

Dial-A-Meditation:     (573) 796-4754 

“The Lutheran Hour”  -  Sundays 

7:30 a.m.  KRLL  -  1420 AM 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Pastor Evandro Kopper 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

207 N. OWEN ST.    

CALIFORNIA, MO 65018        

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
     

Visit us on our website at stpaulslutheran1860.com  

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.   

http://www.stpaulslutheran1860.com
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Lutheran-Church-California-Missouri-89003457046/
mailto:office@stpaulslutheran1860.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Newsletter
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