
 

 

 

 

PROCESSIONAL:   Please rise and face the center aisle.                                         

 

OPENING HYMN: “I Love to tell the Story”                        
 

Vs 1:       I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 
                Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love. 
                I love to tell the story, Because I know ‘tis true; 
                It satisfies my longings as nothing else can do. 
 
Vs 2:       I love to tell the story; ‘Tis pleasant to repeat. 
                What seems, each time I tell it, More wonderfully sweet. 
                I love to tell the story; For some have never heard 
                The message of salvation from God’s own holy Word. 
 
Vs 3:       I love to tell the story; for those who know it best 
                Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 
                And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song, 
                ‘twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long. 
 
Refrain: I love to tell the story, ‘Twill be my theme in glory, 
                To tell the old, old story of Jesus and His love. 
 
 
INVOCATION 
 

P:     In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:     Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 34:8; 104:24, 31; 147:11 
 

P:     The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, 
C:     in those who hope in His steadfast love. 
 

P:     Taste and see that the LORD is good! 
C:     Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 
 

P:     O LORD, how manifold are Your works! 
C:     In wisdom have You made them all. 
 

P:     May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
C:     may the LORD rejoice in His works. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P:     As penitent people, we ask God for His grace and mercy. 
         Humble yourselves then before God, confess your sins to Him, 
         and implore His forgiveness. 
 

C:     O almighty God, most merciful Father, I, a repentant sinner, 
         confess to You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 
         offended You. By nature I am a sinful creature. In thought,  
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         word, and deed I have continually transgressed Your Law. For 
         this I justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
         the sake of the sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
         be gracious and merciful to me, a penitent and contrite being. 
         Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of Your Holy 
         Spirit that I may amend my sinful life and bear fruit in keeping 
         with true repentance. 
 
P:     God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 
C:     Amen. 
 
P:     As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant of 
        Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
         the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:     Amen. 
 

 WORD  

 
INTROIT Psalm 145:1–2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon: John 16:16 
 

 

P:      A little while, and you will see Me no longer; and again a little while, 
         and you will see Me, 

C:     and bless Your name forever and ever. 
 

 
P:      Every day I will bless You and praise Your name forever and ever. 
C:     The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and  
         abounding in steadfast love. 
 

 
P:     All Your works shall give thanks to You, O Lord, and all Your saints 
         shall bless You! 
C:     My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and let all flesh 
         bless His holy name forever and ever. 
 
GLORY PATRI                                                                      LSB 186 
 
KYRIE                                                                                    LSB 186 
 

 
SALUTATION 
 

P:     The Lord be with you. 
C:     And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:     O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. 
        Grant that we may love what You have commanded and desire what 
        You promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts 
        may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your 
        Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
        God, now and forever. 
 

C:     Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Acts 8:26-40 
 



26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way, he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official 
in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to 
Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home, was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the 
prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and 
heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31 “How 
can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So, he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 
32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
    Who can speak of his descendants? 
    For his life was taken from the earth.”  
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone 
else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 
36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. 
What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both 
Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on 
his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the 
towns until he reached Caesarea. 
 

E:     This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:     Thanks be to God! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC: “On a Hill Far Away”                              Choir 
 
SECOND READING:   1 John  4:12-21 
 

12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in 
us. 
13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen 
and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God.  

 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made 
complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like 
Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear because fear has to do with punishment. 
The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 
19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For 
whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not 
seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 
 

E:     This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:     Thanks be to God. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL   John 15:1-8   
 

P:     The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15th chapter  
C:     Glory be to Thee, O Lord.                                                 LSB 190 
 

1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while 
every branch that does bear fruit  
he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to 
you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the  
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 



5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing. 6 If you do 
not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 
thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 
and  
it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples. 
 

 

P:     This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:     Praise be to Thee, O Christ.                                            LSB 191                                       
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                       LSB 192                                                                   
     

HYMN: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                                 LSB 700 
 
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 

All Thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 

Enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into ev'ry troubled breast; 

Let us all in Thee inherit; 

Let us find Thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 

Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 

Glory in Thy perfect love. 

4 Finish then Thy new creation, 

Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee, 

Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heav'n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

                      
SERMON: “Fruitfulness in Christ” 
 

HYMN: “All Who Believe and Are Baptized”                              LSB 601 
 
1 All who believe and are baptized 

Shall see the Lord's salvation; 

Baptized into the death of Christ, 

They are a new creation. 

Through Christ's redemption they shall stand 

Among the glorious, heav'nly band 

Of ev'ry tribe and nation. 

2 With one accord, O God, we pray: 

Grant us Your Holy Spirit. 

Help us in our infirmity 

Through Jesus' blood and merit. 

Grant us to grow in grace each day 

That by this sacrament we may 

Eternal life inherit. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
P:     Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 
         people according to their needs. 
 

         Heavenly Father, You have grafted us onto the vine of Your Son. 
         Prune us and cut off from us all sin and dead works, that we may 
         always draw life from Your Son and produce the fruits of faith and 
         good works. Lord, in Your mercy, 



C:     hear our prayer 
 

         Lord God, Your only Son came in the flesh to bear our sin and be 
         our Savior. Protect us from all false teaching and the spirit of the 
         Antichrist, that we may always confess Christ to be our only true 
         God and remain faithful to Him. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C:     hear our prayer. 
 

P:     Almighty God, give health and guidance to our president and all in 
         authority, that they may serve honorably and in accord with Your 
         good order. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C:     hear our prayer. 
 

P:     Merciful God, You hear and answer Your children in their hour of 
         need. [Give aid to _____________.] Grant that they would bear their 
         crosses with faith, ever looking to You, and so fix their hearts where 
         true joy is found. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C:     hear our prayer. 

 
Other Thanksgivings and Petitions 

 

P:      Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom  
         we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your  
         Son, our Lord. 
C:     Amen 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                                                          
 
 

BLESSING 
 

CLOSING HYMN:  “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”                            LSB 919 
 
1 Abide, O dearest Jesus, 

Among us with Your grace 

That Satan may not harm us 

Nor we to sin give place. 

2 Abide, O dear Redeemer, 

Among us with Your Word, 

And thus now and hereafter 

True peace and joy afford. 

3 Abide with heav'nly brightness 

Among us, precious Light; 

Your truth direct and keep us 

From error's gloomy night. 

4 Abide with richest blessings 

Among us, bounteous Lord; 

Let us in grace and wisdom 

Grow daily through Your Word. 

5 Abide with Your protection 

Among us, Lord, our strength, 

Lest world and Satan fell us 

And overcome at length. 

6 Abide, O faithful Savior, 

Among us with Your love; 

Grant steadfastness and help us 

To reach our home above. 

 
 
 
Broadcast: Underwritten with Memorials honoring members who have passed on to their Heavenly home. 
 
Lutheran Hour:  Sponsored by the Evening Guild of St. Paul’s. 
 
Altar Flowers:  Provided by Dennis & Doris Fischer, celebrating their 58th anniversary May 5. 
 
 
 



ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
Pastor    Rev. Evandro Kopper 
Elder    Charley Stock 
Usher:                           Seth Kincaid 
Cross Bearer:                          Sara Inglish 
Acolyte:                                   Jackie Lake III 
Organist   Don Jungmeyer 
Radio Announcer:                  Dennis Woods 
Livestream:                             Jason Jungmeyer 
 

Church Activities this week 
 
Women’s Bible Study: Wed, May 5, 9:30 am, Martin Luther Room. 
 
Choir Rehearsal:  Wed, May 5, 6:00 pm, Martin Luther Room. 
 
Bible Study: Thurs, May 6, 10:00 am, Kingdom Kids Classroom. 

 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Attendance last Wednesday: 12 

Attendance last Sunday: 97 
 

Visit us on our website at Stpaulslutheran1860.com 
On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com. 
 

Announcements 
 

Pastoral Visits: If you wish to receive private communion or a pastor’s home visit, please contact the office 
or call Pastor K at (573)462-6953. 
 
Dial-A-Meditation: is back in operation. Call 573-796-4754 for the message. 
 
Cinco de Mayo Fundraiser: Mexican-themed lunch TODAY. Carry-out after church or eat-in/carry-out after 
Sunday School. Menu includes tacos, taco salad, nachos, burritos and all the “fixin’s” including fruit and 
dessert. Sponsored by the Evening Guild, proceeds will go to mission projects. 
 
Wednesday Services: have been discontinued. 
 
VBS: July 12-16, from 9:00 to 11:30 am. Grab your hard hat and tool belt!  We need your help!  As the 
children explore a world of concrete and cranes, they will learn to build their faith on Jesus, the only 
foundation that lasts!  We need volunteers to assist in leading and working behind the scenes.  VBS Prayer 
Day is May 17. Please prayerfully consider helping with this worthwhile project. 
 

May Prayer List: with addresses is on the entry table.   
 
Confirmation Sunday: is May 23 and Graduation Sunday is May 30. 
 
OPEN DATES TO SPONSOR:                                                                                      
 
Broadcast: May 9, 16, 21, 28 

 
Lutheran Hour: May 16, 21, 28  
 
Flowers: May 30 


