
888-THE LCMS  lcms.org  infocenter@lcms.org  

April 2021 
Soli Deo Gloria 

News from Rev. Eric & Johanna Stinnett serving in Ethiopia                                        eric.stinnett@lcms.org 

 

Did you know . .? 
The government officially rec-
ognizes 86 ethnic groups, mak-
ing Ethiopia the most culturally 
and linguistically diverse nation 
of Eastern Africa, with the Oro-
mo, Amhara and Tigray making 
up more than 75% of the popu-
lation, while some of the small-
est tribes have less than 10,000 
members.  

Amharic— to say “Corona has changed the world.” 

you would say, ኮሮና ቫይረስ ዓለምን ቀይሮታል:: 

Travel Across the World 

God’s Word at Work in the Classroom 

We were so grateful to be able to take the 28 hour trip 
home to see family in the US. We landed on New Year’s 
Eve in time to ring in the New Year with family for the 
first time in 6 years. What a blessing to reconnect with 
family, with a few churches and get the kids updated on 
vaccines, eye appointments, doctor visits etc. God al-
lowed us to see both grandmas and much 
family. He is faithful to us at all times. 
(Luke sleeping during a layover at the airport) 

Addis Ababa— Blessed Easter! We are now in the 

spring semester.  I am teaching four classes: worship for 
MA2 and PGD students, and Hermeneutics (Biblical inter-
pretation) and Sacraments to MA1s. Much has happened 
since our last newsletter and there are plenty of stories I 
could tell you about, but I today, I want to share with you 
a particularly encouraging conversation I had with one of 
my students last week. This particular student is not a 
member of the EECMY, he is a pastor in the Full-Gospel 
Pentecostal Church (each year we have one or two stu-
dents from different denominations).  At the beginning of 
the semester, he rejected infant baptism and thought of 
baptism as a human work…it was a public sign of a hu-
man decision and carried with it a life-long commitment.  In other words, it was all 
law with no promise or Gospel comfort attached to it.  After four weeks of discus-
sions on baptism in our sacraments class, he raised his hand at the end of class to 
tell me, “After the careful and patient teaching on baptism, I now understand that 
God is the one who is working in baptism. He is giving us forgiveness and new 
life as His child.  This is a promise. This is good news. I believe this now. I even 
understand why we must baptize our babies. They need this gift, too.” He then 
went on to ask a fairly complicated question about the relationship between God’s 
work in baptism and His work in the Lord’s Supper and the idea of communing 
infants now that He understood the sacraments to be God’s work to give us His 
gifts. I will spare you the details of my answer to that question, but I do have to 
say, it was truly rewarding to see how excited he was to finally understand baptism 
as Gospel gift and good news. He is very eager to take this comfort out to his con-
gregations. This is why we are here, if the baptism lessons had that much impact 
on our Pentecostal student, imagine what they did for our Lutherans.  I thank God 
and you that we are here.  

Eric leaving to teach 



What Have We Been Doing & Seeing Lately?

Please Pray for: 
 the seminary students 

who are nearing thesis 
defense and finals 

 a peaceful solution to 
the Grand Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam 
with nearby countries 

 Eric’s PhD work 

 peace during the na-
tional elections in 
June 

  help for farmers 
whose crops were 
devastated by locusts  
and for those without 
food & income 

 Covid issues 

 a dear friend dying of 
cancer in the US 

Give thanks For: 

 a beautiful Easter day 

 our good partners, the 
Rabe family 

 this MYS seminary 

praise God for: 

 all of our supporters 
in prayer & finances 

 the ability to be in the 
US for January to see 
family and for Eric to 
take two PhD classes In Service to Christ– Eric, Johanna, Rachael, Naomi, Luke & Levi   

Missions Anyone?       
There are many  
opportunities to serve as 
short-term or GEO mission-
aries. Check out the current 
list and download an appli-
cation at lcms.org/service. 
Click on “Service Opportu-
nities.” 

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to either: 

Mission Central           The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

c/o Gary W. Thies           P.O. Box 66861  

40718 Highway E 16        OR         St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  

Mapleton, IA   51034-7105         Checks payable to: LCMS 

Checks payable to:          Mark Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia 

Mission Central           Give securely online: lcms.org/stinnett 

Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia  

Closing Thoughts . . . Our Lord is always working through His people. We 
remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip ran to him (the eunuch) and heard 
him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” (Acts 
8:30ff)  Thank you in Jesus’ Name for your support of the work which God 
has laid before us. 

From top left: Eric preaching outside 
the chapel; at the airport returning to 
Addis Ababa fromWashington, Dul-
les; Eric and Rev. Dr. Ross Johnson, 
one of Eric’s PhD classmates; out to 
the Ethiopian cultural restaurant with 
Dr. Chris Pluger and Rev. Rich 
Rudowske (Lutheran Bible Transla-
tors); visiting Johanna’s sister, Ruth, 
in 
Mon-
tana, 
Johan-
na, 
Rae 
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