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I will give thanks to the Lord because of His righteousness; 
I will sing the praises of the name of the Lord Most High. 

Psalm 7:17 

There is nothing more discouraging than helping ungrateful people. If you have helped someone, but in return, never receive a 

polite “thank you”, do not be upset, as you are not alone. I believe that at some point, we all have experienced a similar 

situation. 

Human beings are just like that, we are always ready to ask. But, the same does not happen when it comes to giving thanks. 

Psalm Seven invites us to say thanks - not to people, but to God. It invites us to say 

thank you for what we receive in our daily lives. 

When we thank God, we recognize all things come from His wonderful hands. 

Everything is this world belongs to Him and it is under His dominion and power. 

Sometimes, we too are like that ungrateful family member or friend, and we forget to 

tell the Heavenly Father how grateful we are for the undeserved love and blessings. 

When we stop to think about the blessings of our life, we are certainly amazed at how 

God, in His love, can give us so much, being as we fail to be grateful children. 

Today, let’s take a break from our busy and stressful  lives to remember just how much God has given us. Things we don’t even 

need to ask for. 

In a special way, we remember the greatest and best gift that was given to us when Jesus shed His precious blood on the cross. 

This gift granted us the forgiveness of sins and the promise of an eternal home in heaven. 

We thank God, who through His infinite love, gives us eternal life. By faith and by the power of the Holy Spirit, we believe in the 

saving and redemptive death of Jesus. 

So, if you thought there were no reasons to thank the Lord, get down on your knees and give thanks for being His saved and 

redeemed child. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart! In Jesus’ name. Amen 

Pastor K 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

207 N. Owen Street 

California, MO 65018 

The Epistle 
APRIL 2021 
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A note from President 

Jay VanDiern 

I wanted to take this opportunity to provide you with a brief update on the two major building maintenance projects 
underway here at St. Paul’s. They include the restoration of our stained glass windows and an overhaul of our 
elevator’s electrical system as well as other structural and operational components. 

The window project was just recently completed by Willet Hauser Architectural Glass Company, and their restoration 
services included: 

1. Removal of the existing glass covering 

2. Re-cementing of the stained glass windows’ exterior surfaces 

3. Removal of loose paint on the outer surfaces of the millwork and application of both a new primer and 
finish coat 

4. Installation of a Klear-Flo protective covering system 
utilizing a special perimeter frame 

5. Sealing shut of existing ventilator(s) 

6. Reattaching of loose structural support bracing 

The elevator project, unfortunately, is requiring more time and 
patience. Schindler Elevator Corporation has already completed a 
portion of the operational and electrical work; however, it was 
discovered that a new “mother board” was needed. This is now in 
the process of being customized and built specifically for our unit. 
Schindler cannot continue until this new component is ready. We 
are hopeful that this will be completed within the next month. The 
state will then return to re-inspect the unit, and if all is well, it will 
be ready to use again. I understand that this has been a significant 
inconvenience, but the Board of Trustees and I truly appreciate your 
patience and understanding in this matter. 

The only other upcoming maintenance items that I am aware of at 
this time involve a potential foundation leak on the west side of the 
Bethany Room and repairs to “worn out” parts on our church’s 
organ. These items will need to be addressed in the near future. 

Feel free to contact me or someone on the Board of Trustees if you 
have any questions or concerns regarding these projects or any 
other matters. 

 

April 11:  Voters’ Meeting after Sunday School in Church Sanctuary 
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 KRLL Radio Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the church office.  
Available dates: April 25th or May 2nd, 9th, 16th, 21st or 28th.  The cost is $130. 

 Lutheran Hour Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the church office. 
Available dates: April 18th or 25th or May 16th, May 21st or May 28th. 

 Flowers for the Altar: Please contact the church office if you would like to add to the beauty of 
the church sanctuary and worship service. April dates have been filled. Next available dates 
are May 23rd or 30th. 

 April 26: Deadline for May EPISTLE 
items What a difference a month 

makes. Sunday School is 

underway. Bible classes 

are being held. Hallelujah!! 

The Board is looking with 

great anticipation toward 

Easter as we celebrate our risen Lord. But in case you were 

wondering, we are also proceeding with plans for a meal. 

Those who partake of the meal will have the option of 

selecting a to-go box if there is concern about crowding in the 

Martin Luther Room.  As usual, it will follow the Sunrise 

Service. Further word will be forthcoming.  

The Board discussed plans for Confirmation and for a 

Graduation Sunday.  We are still looking for additional 

members for the Board.  There seems to be some interest in 

the librarian position.  Hopefully, an announcement will be 

made next month.  Thanks to Diane Weicken for creative 

work which will lead to the creation of a Cradle Roll program.  

There was ongoing discussion about bringing in a consultant 

to have workshops dealing with youth programs and training 

for lay leaders.   

Your help and suggestions will be welcomed.   

A note from Edwena… 
The office has been a busy spot during 
Holy Week, with the services, some 
funerals, a wedding, and the Easter 
celebration.   

I truly appreciate all the willing hands that 
take responsibilities in assisting to make 
it all work smoothly.  A special thanks to 
Twilla Duvall for decorating for Palm 
Sunday and her planning of the Cantata 
presented on Good Friday.  Thank you, 
too, to Marj Friedmeyer for agreeing to 
proof the bulletins before the final 
print.  Having an extra set of “eyes” sure 
does help. 

I also appreciate the many verbal votes 
of confidence given to me by various 
members. A “good job” from someone 
sure does help. 

A Note from the Board of Elders 

It is great to have some of our activities taking place again, such as Sunday School and Bible study classes.  

During April, the Wednesday night services will still be held, but with a new start time of 7:00 PM. Communion will 

be served at these services on April 11th and 25th. 

In Christ, Scott Volkart  



St. Paul’s Child Care Center 
The month of March brought us some changes. With Spring starting, we got some new paint 

slapped on the walls. The kids are excited about the new colors and they encourage one 

another not to mess up the new walls.  The day care also received new cubbies. With the help 

of Kyle Wilhelm, the kids now have a new cubby that they can sit in and take their shoes off 

and put into a special slot. They are loving it. The teachers appreciate the extra space to put 

their stuff. 

It has been good to get out and enjoy the 

warmer weather. The kids planted vegetables 

in their starter cups and they water them each 

day to help them grow. They are looking 

forward to the day when they can transfer 

their vegetable to the garden to grow even 

bigger. We have enjoyed eating our snack and 

having Bible time outside as well. 

This month, for Bible time we have done 

stories that lead up to Jesus dying on the 

cross. The children learned about the woman 

who washed Jesus’ feet with her hair. They 

had fun with that because they then washed 

their friends’ feet.  Then we had a miracle 

occur as Ms. Sara turned water into “kid 

wine”, aka grape Kool-Aid. Their little eyes lit 

up when I poured the water into a cup and it 

turned purple. We had to test it and it was the 

best Kool-Aid ever!  Of course, at the end of March we did Palm Sunday and Holy Week 

activities.  The kids enjoyed their egg hunt and games for Easter.  

In April, we look forward in working on the garden and 

sprucing up the place some more. The kids take pride in 

their work. We are thankful for everyone’s support through 

prayer and monetary gifts. We are still doing the scrip 

orders. So, if you are in need of some gift cards, please see 

Sara Hagemeyer Turner or Diane Weicken.  Thanks again. 

Thanks everyone for all of your support.  

Blessings in Christ,  

Sara Turner, Director 

St. Paul's Child Care Center 
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Heit’s Point Youth Camp Rummage Sale 

April 22nd and 23rd 

Proceeds will go toward sponsoring our young people attending summer camp at Heit’s Point.  Donations 

accepted beginning April 11. For details, please contact Debbie Turner at (573) 694-4366 or Susie Crawford 

at (573) 619-6497. 

Thank you so much for sending me to 

church camp at Heit’s Point. I really 

enjoyed going on hikes there. My favorite 

song was the Hippo song. ~ Mason 

FROM MASON 

Thank you so much for sending me to 

camp at Heit’s Point. It is always so much 

fun. ~ Jack Lake 

FROM JACK 

Thank you so much for sending me to 

camp at Heit’s Point. It is always so much 

fun. One of my favorite song was I Am a C. 

One of the things I enjoyed was the movie 

on the last night. ~ Will 

FROM WILL 

To Honor and Glorify Jesus Christ and Defend Innocent Life 

April 14, 2021 

SCHEDULE: 

7:45 am to 3:30 pm: Grounds open 

Over 30 Life Affirming Exhibits 

9:15 am: Pre-Rally with speakers: 

Rev. Viviano; Brian Westbrook, Coalition for Life 

St. Louis; Angela Copenhaver, WeTeachThink; 

Catherine Glenn Foster; Lisa Rowe, Support After 

Abortion; Bridge Van Means; Rev. Msgr. Kurwicki 

10:00 am: March 

11:00 am: Rally on South Lawn with speakers: 

Reagan Barkledge; Eric Scheidler; Jay Ashcroft, 

Secretary of State; Susan Klein; Jeanne Mancini, 

Dr. John Yates, Missouri Baptist Convention 

After Rally Options: 

Meet with Legislators 

Adult Apologetics 

Students for Life Apologetics 

Life Affirming Exhibits 

2:00 pm: Viable: A Play with the Potential to 

Change the World - Life performance 

Wear RED for Life 

 

www.midwestmarchforlife.com 

(573) 340-8444 

Missouri State Capitol  - South Lawn 

204 W. Capitol Ave., Jefferson City, MO 
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Lutherans for Life of Missouri 

Annual Meeting 

April 17, 2021 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Cost: $10 (includes lunch) 

My child is really interested in esports, but I’m not 

even sure what they are. Can you help me 

understand this trend? 

Great question! In a nutshell, esports involve either playing video 

games competitively or, more likely, watching video streams of 

others playing. 

You may wonder, How many people watch other people play 

video games? The answer: More than you might think. The most-viewed 

tournament of 2020, a competition involving the popular online video 

game League of Legends, drew 1.1 million viewers. The prize money 

won at these events stretches into the millions. And there’s the 

staggering amount of esports wagering, which has become a multibillion

-dollar industry. 

Esports are streamed on various online platforms, with Twitch being the 

most popular. Fans may focus on one competitor or on an organized 

tournament. 

Speaking of which, high schools and colleges increasingly offer esports 

teams, too. Just like traditional sports such as football and basketball, 

these teams serve as potential springboards to professional teams or 

collegiate scholarships. 

That may sound appealing to a young gamer dreaming of becoming an 

esports star. But for every player who makes it big, there are myriad 

others who never get anywhere close to achieving that dream. Then 

there are considerations about the time drain and the inherent content 

problems (violence, graphic imagery, language) of some games. 

And, as with all online interests, parents would do well to set 

boundaries, ask questions to understand a child’s interest, and help 

establish realistic expectations regarding the allure of this growing 

arena. 

Zion Lutheran Church, 3866 S. Old Hwy 94, St. Charles, MO 

63304 

Please RSVP by April 12 to Diane at lflofmo@gmail.com or 

(314) 240-2018 

Kong and Godzilla don’t cuss or make a single 

inane choice. They just crush and smash 

things. Over and over… 

https://www.pluggedin.com/movie-reviews/  

Easter is a good time to remind children what it means 

that Christ is the Lamb of God. Last year I cut out two 

paper lambs for each of my children and made the 

wooly coats using white curled strips of paper. I cut a 

white piece of paper into half-inch-wide strips, making 

sure they were long enough to write a word or two one 

each one. 

For the first lamb, I wrote one attribute of the Lamb of 

God on each strip using the names of Christ: King of 

kings, Redeemer, Savior. On the strips for the second 

lamb, I wrote one attribute we should show as God’s 

children - His sheep - using the qualities of love men-

tioned in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. Then I wrapped the 

strips around a pencil to form a curl. 

My children and I talked about what those names of 

God mean and about how we’re to act as children of 

God., His sheep. I also marked the good deeds my kids 

accomplished by adding fluffy cotton balls to their 

lambs when they showed a little-lamb attribute.  

~Joan Leotta 

https://www.pluggedin.com/movie-reviews/


Prayer Partners List for April 

Please add to your prayer list these people who are special to us at St. 

Paul’s Congregation.  We hope this helps us to be more connected and aware 

of the concerns of our church family. 

Cradle Roll: St. Paul’s Lutheran’s for Life along with the Board of Education 
are reorganizing a Cradle Roll for all children ages birth to 3 years.  These 
children and their families will receive special encouragement and gifts each 
year they are on the Cradle Roll.  Please pray for these young parents and their babies asking our loving Father to 
bless them as the Spirit works faith in these young children of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Prayer Requests have been made for the following: 
 

The family of Fred Schlup, Jr. -  who died in Christ on March 17. 

The family of Ron Thompson - who went to heaven to meet his Lord on March 
20. 

Joyce Kiesling – continue to pray for Joyce who faces difficult days in her battle 
with health problems. 

Janice Howard - recuperating from a broken pelvic bone. 

Brad O’Neal - Brad is Edwena’s son, and continues to have many challenges 
with his serious illness. 

Jim Alexander – Jim has returned home after breaking a leg, and we pray for healing and strength. 

Burnell Halidman - a cousin of the Jungmeyer’s who was diagnosed with stage 4 pancreatic cancer. 

Caydee Cooper - recent hospital stay 

Billy Rader - undergoing treatment for cancer 

Rick Reagan - a relative of the Schubert’s who is having health issues 

If you would like a special prayer request added to the list in the Epistle, please give your request to Beth Jungmeyer or 
Twilla Duvall.  Please pick up a paper copy of this Prayer list at church that will include addresses so that you might 
send some encouraging notes to these friends of St. Paul’s Church. What a wonderful way to show our concern. 
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Year One: Harlee Bleich-Wadley Michael Wadley and Mary Bleich 

 River Breece Andrew Breece and Britani Allee 

 Ezekial Fischer Mickey Torres and Sierra Fischer 

 Wade Langkop Austin and Whitley Langkop 

Year Two: Brogan Bernard Brad and Janelle Bernard 

 Everly Fischer Brian McCarty and Gabriella Fischer 

 Henry Hall Trenton and Kelly Hall 

 Emerson Otto George and Taylor Otto 

 Jordyn Wickham Jacob and Marie Wickham 

 Stevie Wilson Josh and Dana Wilson 

Year Three: Lillie Bieri Eric and Holly Bieri 

 Oakley Bleich Mary Bleich 

 Oliver Brinker Jared Brinker and Devan Roberts 

 Eleanor Gerlt Daniel and Rebekah Gerlt 

 Macklin Kiesling Blain and Staci Kiesling 

 Noah Kramel Ethan and Kalie Kramel 



1st Walker Friedmeyer  12th Jeremy Jungmeyer  18th Brili Martin 

 Tammy Herron   Emilia Thomas  19th Rebekah Inglish 

2nd Ryan Bleich  13th Jim Alexander  22nd Rachel Hees 

 Karen Stock   Tucker Friedmeyer   Cathy Woods 

3rd Kalie Kramel   Heidi Pardoe  26th Lance Addison 

4th Lucas Bleich   Evan Rex   Jason Martin 

 Jeanette Wicker  14th Andrea Kincaid  27th Jacki Borgmeyer 

5th Kelly Hall   Susan Ramer   Ava Pace 

8th Debbie Pardoe  15th Ruth Maier   Josh Wilson 

 Lilah Shikles  16th Logan Cary  29th Gary Howard 

5th Eve Thibon   Erica Volkart  30th Judy Inglish 

9th Annette Fischer  18th Mary Bestgen   Don Johnson 

10th Macklin Kiesling   Dorothy Jungmeyer    

4/5 Fred & Carol Schlup 

4/9 Terry & Tammy Bleich 

4/10 Earl & Marj Friedmeyer 

4/13 Russell & Tracy Clennin 

4/16 Blain & Staci Kiesling 

4/17 Brent & Elizabeth Trabue 

4/18 Charles & Sara Turner 

For by me your days will be multiplied, and years will be added to your life.          

Proverbs 9:11 
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4/21 Glenn & Krista Baquet 

 Joe & Melissa Green 

 Pete & Pat Peterson 

4/25 Scott & Dayla Volkart 

4/27 Jon & Rachel Imhoff 

4/28 Fred & Ruth Schagemann 

 David & Jean Schubert 



“We, the members of St. Paul’s 

Lutheran, saints through Jesus 

Christ, give glory to God for His 

free gift of salvation and 

personally reach out to the 

community and the world with this  

good news.” 

Church Officer Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Child Care Center:   (573) 796-1997

Church Office:     (573) 796-2735

Church Basement:  (573) 796-8462

Dial-A-Meditation:     (573) 796-4754

“The Lutheran Hour”  -  Sundays 

7:30 a.m.  KRLL  -  1420 AM 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Pastor Evandro Kopper 

Visit us on our website at stpaulslutheran1860.com  

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.   

http://www.stpaulslutheran1860.com
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Lutheran-Church-California-Missouri-89003457046/
mailto:office@stpaulslutheran1860.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Newsletter


2021 SUNDAY

KRLL - 1420 AM                             
Sunday Broadcast

      Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28 29 30 31 01 02 03

6:00 pm - Maundy 
Thursday Service with 
Holy Communion

10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel 
6:00 pm - Good Friday 
Worship Service

04 05 06 07 08 09 10

6:30 Easter Sunrise 
Service 9:00 am - 
Worship Service
No Sunday School
Hagemeyer Family Lunch                            

Pastor's Day Off Municipal Election
6:00 pm - Church 
Council

7:00 pm - Wednesday 
Service with Holy 
Communion

10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel                                                 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

9:00 am - 
Worship/Comm
10:30 am - Bible Class/ 
Sunday School
Voters' Meeting after SS 

Pastor's Day Off                                            6:30 pm - Board of 
Evangelism

7:00 pm - Wednesday 
Service
After the Service - Board 
of Trustees

1:30 pm - Ladies Aid
7:00 pm - Evening Guild

10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel                              

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Bible Class/ 
Sunday School

Pastor's Day Off 7:00 pm - Board of 
Elders

7:00 pm - Wednesday 
Service with Holy 
Communion

6:00 pm - Board of 
Education
Heit's Point Youth Camp 
Rummage Sale

10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel
Heit's Point Youth Camp 
Rummage Sale

25 26 27 28 29 30 01

9:00 am - Worship/Comm
10:30 am - Bible Class/ 
Sunday School

Pastor's Day Off
Deadline to submit info 
for May EPISTLE 
Newsletter

10:00 am - Childcare 
Chapel

Visit us on our website at Stpaulslutheran1860.com                     On our Facebook page - St. Paul's Lutheran, California, Missouri                          Email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860

APRIL
 

(573) 796-2735 Church Office                                                                                                                      
(573) 796-8464 Church Basement                                                                  
(573) 796-4754 Dial-A-Meditation
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