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 Have you ever said words that sound like this: “I wish I could have or would have.” “I 
wish I could have done that differently, but now it is too late.” “How could I have been so 
stupid.” “I should not have said those words.” “If only I could go back in time and fix things.”  

 I am sure in 2020 there are things we regret having said or done. There are many 
things we feel deeply sorry for and wish we would have done differently. Unfortunately, there 
is nothing we can do to change our past. Resentment, anger, or even revenge over the past 
can poison our lives, our future. As Christians, we 
learn we must forgive and forget as life goes on.   

 “This is the day the Lord has made …” 
says the Psalmist. It is a call to acknowledge that 
today, at this very moment, as you read this 
devotion, God is giving you a day to live. In fact, 
each day God gives us is a gift.  

  Your past has been forgiven and your 
future is in God’s gracious hands. So, live this day 
as a gift from God - a day to love and serve Him. Live and do things you will never regret.   

  Ask God for forgiveness and prepare yourself as if each day was your final day.  Pray, 
read your Bible, go to church, and refresh your soul with God’s Word and Sacraments. Give 
your life to Christ as a living testimony of your faith.  

 Each day is a gift and not to be viewed just as a bridge to get us to a better day. Today 
is our gift – to enjoy, to live, to make it count for Christ, who redeemed 
all our days. He died on the cross for us and paid for all our sins. He 
gives us forgiveness and eternal life. He made all the days of our life 
worthy of living.  

 May God, in His goodness and mercy be with us 
all the days of 2021.  

 Blessings and Happy New Year! 

 Pastor Kopper 
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We all know the old saying that “hindsight is 20/20,” but this year, we can more accurately and enthusiastically say 

“2020 will soon be hindsight!” I actually read that clever play on words somewhere, but it made me think about lessons 

learned this year regarding health, resilience, and our shared Christian beliefs and training. 

For many, this year has been an extremely challenging, transformative, and life-changing experience. For others, life 

has gone on as usual - we were expected to show up for work, babies were born, couples were married, etc. But 

perhaps more than anything, our collective 2020 experience has given us a greater appreciation and desire for more 

fellowship with one another. 

Until we are able to stand side by side, we will continue to worship together in creative ways, support one another, and 

carry on the work of the church as best we can.  God designed 2020 this way for a reason. Even though we may not 

fully understand why this side of heaven, one thing is for certain, at St. Paul’s we’ve had wonderful  teachers and 

leaders along the way to train and educate us for just a time as this! 

The Board of Christian Education fully understands the importance of Christian training and works very hard to provide 

the teachers, resources, and programs that are centered fully in God’s Word. As I promote the Board of Education this 

month, I would also like to spotlight their responsibilities as outlined in our church bylaws. 

The Board of Christian Education shall: 

1. Consist of at least three voting members to be elected for a term of three years. One shall be elected each 

year. The Sunday School Superintendent shall be an ex-officio member of the Board. 

2. Promote, encourage, and supervise sound Christian education and Christian growth in the congregation for all 

age levels and in all agencies and auxiliaries. 

3. Assist in training lay workers. 

4. Provide adequate facilities and materials for those educational agencies in order that they may function 

properly. 

5. Supply the necessary publications and educational literature for all age levels, for the spiritual growth of all 

members. 

6. Engage adequate teaching and administrative personnel for all teaching agencies. 

7. Provide leadership education for teachers and counselors. 

8. Maintain the library in the interest of all educational agencies and the congregation. 

9. Engage and aid youth counselors and supervise youth programs of the congregation. 

Many of us have fond memories of past Sunday School teachers, Weekday School teachers,  Youth Leaders, and 

Continued to Page 4 

A note from President 

Jay VanDiern 

P A G E  2  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 1  



P A G E  3  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 1  

Continued from Page 3 

Pastors as they were instrumental in our Christian training and spiritual growth. Please join me in thanking the Board 

of Christian Education for working to continue these programs at St. Paul’s.  Current board members are Rhonda 

Imhoff, Glenda Hamilton, and Dennis Woods. Sara (Hagemeyer) Turner and Beth Jungmeyer both serve as Sunday 

School Superintendents, and Jack Lake is St. Paul’s Youth Director. 

A Note from the Board of Elders 
The Board of Elders are planning to continue the Wednesday evening worship services at 6:00 p.m. during 

January. Hopefully, we will be able to come together for one service in February. 

 

Happy New Years to all! 

Scott Volkart  

 KRLL Radio Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the 
church office.  Available dates: January 3rd, 10th, 24th, and 31st.  The cost is $130. 

 Lutheran Hour Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the 
church office. At this time, all Sunday’s in January are available for sponsorship. 

 Flowers for the Altar: Please contact the church office if you would like to add to the 
beauty of the church sanctuary and worship service. Open dates are: January 10th, 24th, and 
31st  

 January 5: Church Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

 January 10: Voters’ Meeting following church service in the Sanctuary 

 January 13: Board of Trustees Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

 January 19: Board of Elders Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 January 27: February EPISTLE Deadline 



St. Paul’s Child Care Center 
“Do you know what is the best present from God? Us!” 

The quote above, was said by a 3 year old, that was unprompted. We were 
about to do our circle time, when out of the blue, the kiddo said that. Just 
when we think they are not listening or paying attention, they prove us wrong. 

The month of December was back to business as usual. We started telling the 
Christmas story, while inserting different songs to help tell the story. Some of 
those songs included, “In a Little Stable”, “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star”, “Away 
in a Manger”, “Happy Birthday”, “Gloria”, and other songs. This year we added 
something that I hope will be remembered for a long time. To help the kids remember the story, I usually add 
names to the different animal characters. We have Daniel the donkey and Clyde, Clem, and Humphrey the 

camels. This year Daniel the donkey, (aka Walter), paid a special visit to 
the kids before he made his long trek to Bethlehem. I would like to thank 
LaTonya and Rick Percival for letting Walter visit the kids. It really added 
to the Christmas story. 

 The children also enjoyed doing different 
Christmas crafts and activities. Some of 
those crafts we shared with our friends at 
California Care Center. With cold weather on 
some days, the teachers tried to use their 
energy in a fun activity with the parachute. 

Another fun activity we got to do was decorate the Christmas tree. This year I 
had a wooden tree made. We painted it and then the kids decorated it. They 
enjoyed doing that. We give thanks to Rick Percival for making the tree for us. 

In our letter learning, we have learned about ”C” and “J”. A candy cane can be 
for the letter “J” for Jesus and the shepherds’ staff. “C” can be for candy cane, 
Christ, and candle. 

This year has for sure been a unique one and honestly hope we will not repeat it 

in the near future. The Day Care will be celebrating 14 years of operation come 

January 2nd. We give praise and thanksgiving for the many years and kids that 

we have seen through our doors. God has seen us through our ups and downs. 

Thank you to all of you who have supported this mission through prayers and/or 

monetary gifts. It is truly appreciated. 

I would like to close with a line or two from some of the songs the kids have been 
singing on random occasions. “Oh victory, oh victory, how lovely are your 
ranches.” “Two turkey doves and a palm tree in a pear tree.” 

In Christ,  

Sara Turner, Director 
St. Paul's Child Care Center 
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Lance Addison, US Army (wife Patty) 

Stationed in Ft. Bliss in El Paso, TX 

Gary Bleich, MO National Guard 

Doing COVID testing around the state 

Dusty Cox, US Army 

Has been stationed in Korea but should 

be returning to Ft. Leonard Wood soon 

Daniel Cook, US Army (wife Danielle) 

Stationed in Ft. Belvoir, Virginia 

Cory Friedmeyer, US Marine Corp 

Stationed in Africa 

Clayton Percival, MO National Guard  

Helping with COVID testing in Missouri 

Josh Pritchett, US Army 

Stationed in Georgia until he is able to start Army 

Ranger Training 

Bret Voigt, US Army (wife Jessica) 

Stationed in Ft. Campbell in Tennessee 

Andreu Zink 

Stationed in Somalia 

St. Paul’s Military Servicemen 

Please pray for the health and safety of the following military 

servicemen from St. Paul’s. 

If you would like to join us in sending cards, thanks, and 

encouragement to these brave men, please pick up a list of their 

names and addresses in the entry at church. 

California Care Center 

1106 S. Oak Street, California, MO 65018 

Helen Borghardt 

Jerry Kiso 

Valley Park West 

678 Windmill Ridge, California, MO 65018 

Ruth Higgins 

Iris Heck 

Bristol Manor 

605 Park View Drive, California, MO 65018 

Phil Hein 

Tipton Oak Manor 

601 W. Morgan Street, Tipton, MO 65081 

Fred and Ruth Schagemann 

Heisinger Bluffs 

1024 W. Main Street, Jefferson City, MO 65109 

Hugh and Connie Cook 
Apt. 125 

Bill and Ruth Maier 
Apt. 329 

Robert and Dwena Winkler 
Apt. 109 

Home Bound 

Bill Bess 
1115 Hampton Ln, Apt. B, California, MO 65018 

Fred Bleich 
34546 Mr. Hope Road, Lohman, MO 65053 

Marie Gentzsch 
21634 Chapel Rd, Jamestown, MO 65046 

Karen Hagemeyer 
33080 Hwy K, California, MO 65018 

Sherry Hampton 

SSM Health Center, 2505 Mission Dr. Room 228 

Jefferson City, MO 65109  
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Lost Contact 

It is our hope to keep the church database up 

to date. We have some people whom we 

have lost contact with. If you know how we 

can get in touch with them, please let us 

know. You can call Twilla at (573) 690-8782 or 

email twilla@stpaulslutheran1860.com or 

email the church office at 

office@stpaulslutheran1860.com. 

 Ren Alexius (Hayden) 

 Alicia Anderson (Alexis) 

 Dennis Palmer (Ellyssa & Addyson) 

 Ronald & Leslie McGowan (Danica) 

   Our house was 20 years old when we moved in, but in 

good shape overall. Yet some things weren’t our style. The 

wallpaper. The kitchen cabinets. And the blue toilet in the 

kids’ bathroom. But it flushed and didn’t leak. We could 

live with it. 

   There was one project my wife, Rita, wanted me to 

tackle immediately: the massive fluorescent light fixture 

over the kitchen island. Personally, I liked how it 

illuminated the entire room. Rita called that fixture the 

“surgery lights” and rarely allowed it to be turned on. 

   I heard her complaints. I validated her desires. And yet I 

said, “OK, when one of the bulbs burns out, we’ll replace 

the whole thing.” 

   Well, apparently some fluorescent bulbs last forever. 

Especially when electricity never flows through them. 

   To her credit, Rita didn’t nag. But she did...remind. And 

I...delayed. I know I’m not a handyman. I dread any kind of 

leak or loose hinge. And I know something else: As soon as 

I complete one project, Rita might have another one lined 

up. It’s not like I can finish these tasks and find rest. 

   But I needed to do something about that huge light 

fixture. So for our wedding anniversary, I grabbed some 

brochures from the lighting supply store and folded them 

inside a nice card. She opened the card, saw the materials 

and thanked me profusely. Within days we had picked out 

light fixtures, and I found a wonderful electrician who 

helped us with installation. He hauled away the old 

fluorescent monstrosity and patched everything up. All for 

less than I’d paid for more traditional anniversary presents 

in the past. 

   There will always be things that need fixing - 

projects we need to get to sooner rather than later. A 

family does not tolerate an inoperable toilet for long. 

   Even if you’re not a natural, it’s good to embrace 

your inner handyman, at least for the easy stuff. So 

clean the gutters. Plunge the toilet. Replace the 

thermostat. Wedge the sliding door back on track. 

   And there are also things in your home that are not 

broken, but your wife wants changed. Don’t argue. 

Don’t debate. Don’t put them off too long. 

   If it’s on the honey-do list, be a honey and do it. 

Jay Payleitner is a freelance Christian radio producer, speaker at 

men’s events and author of 52 Things Wives Need From a 

Husband. 

finding 
my inner 
handyman 
How many years does it take a husband to replace 
a light fixture for his wife? 

BY JAY PAYLEITNER 
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1st Justin Martin 

2nd Tammy Bleich 

 Clayton Percival 

4th Tim Herron 

6th Lee Bieri 

8th Rebecca Holt 

9th Kathryn Williams 

10th Dusty Cox 

11th Dorene Kaiser 

 Shawna Zimmerman 

12th Phil Hein 

 Brenda Johnson 

 Sara Turner 

20th Terry Bleich 

22nd Courtney Kunze 

23rd Brantlee Hees 

 Wesley Jenkins 

26th LaTonya Percival 

28th Joyce Kiesling 

29th Karen Burger 

 Khloe Pardoe 

30th Kacen Baquet 

31st William (Bill) Bess 

  

  

  

January 8th Jack & Debra Lake 

January 28th Walter & Joy Kiesling 

January 31st David & Jan Bleich 

  

  

For by me your days will be multiplied, and years will be added to your life.          

Proverbs 9:11 
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“We, the members of St. Paul’s 

Lutheran, saints through Jesus 

Christ, give glory to God for His 

free gift of salvation and 

personally reach out to the 

community and the world with this  

good news.” 

Church Officer Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Child Care Center:    (573) 796-1997 

Church Office:           (573) 796-2735 

Church Basement:    (573) 796-8462 

Dial-A-Meditation:     (573) 796-4754 

“The Lutheran Hour”  -  Sundays 

7:30 a.m.  KRLL  -  1420 AM 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Pastor Evandro Kopper 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

207 N. OWEN ST.    

CALIFORNIA, MO 65018        

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
     

Visit us on our website at stpaulslutheran1860.com  

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.   

http://www.stpaulslutheran1860.com
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Lutheran-Church-California-Missouri-89003457046/
mailto:office@stpaulslutheran1860.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Newsletter

