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I waited patiently for the Lord; He turned to me and heard my cry. 
 He lifted me out of  the slimy pit; out of  the mud and mire; 
He set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand.  

Psalm 40:1-2 
 
   If you are watching the news on your TV or computer or reading the newspaper, you might be asking the 
same questions I am:  When will the Covid-19 vaccine be released? Is it going to work? Can I trust it? 

   The whole world has great expectations about the vaccine and its results, especially as the number of 
people infected as well as the deaths keep rising.  We are all ready and wanting to safely attend church, 
visit family, travel, and have a normal life again. 

   The vaccine is only a human promise that hopefully will be fulfilled soon.  

   Psalm 40, verse 2 the Prophet Isaiah gives us a promise that undoubtedly will be fulfilled as it does not 
come from men but God Almighty - “He is giving us a firm place to stand”. Much more than a vaccine to 
help us with an earthly disease, God is giving us something eternal. He is promising Jesus Christ to solve 
the most terrible problem humans have – condemnation and eternal death.  

   The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 5:10, 

“For if, when we were enemies of God, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how 
much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through His life!” 

   The Advent season is upon us and it is all about Jesus.  How precious to know that amid so many 
uncertainties, God fulfilled His promise and sent His son to be born in a manger, to suffer and die on the 
cross for us. Through faith in Jesus Christ, God provides the vaccine for 
eternal life.  

   May God bless us all during the Advent and Christmas season.  

   In Jesus’ name. Amen! 
 Pastor K 

December 2020 
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A Note from the Board of Elders 
As concerns over COVID-19 persist, St. Paul’s will continue to provide worship opportunities on Sunday 

mornings and Wednesday evenings.  It’s our prayer that you stay connected to God’s Word especially during 

this pandemic.  

Advent invites us to prepare to greet the One who is “the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation,” through whom “all things were created.” We, too, are asked to prepare through prayer and 

generosity. We, too, are asked to array ourselves in our “finest.” Not in garments but in truth, love, 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.   

 

For everyone’s safety, please wear protective face coverings when visiting or attending services in our church 

and practice social distancing. If you have any questions feel free to contact any Elder. Please take good care 

of your health and stay safe. Our heartfelt thoughts and prayers are with you all the way. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Scott Volkart  

Wednesday, December 2: Advent Midweek 

Service at 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 6: Worship Service at 

9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, December 9: Advent Midweek Service at 6:00 p.m. with Holy Communion 

Sunday, December 13: Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. with Holy Communion 

Wednesday, December 16: Advent Midweek Service at 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 20: Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. 

Thursday, December 24: Christmas Eve Service at 6:00 p.m. 

Friday, December 25: Christmas Day Service at 9:00 a.m. with Holy Communion 

Sunday, December 27: Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. with Holy Communion 

Thursday, December 31: New Year’s Eve Service at 7:30 p.m. with Holy Communion 

Sunday, January 3: Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, January 6: Worship Service at 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, January 10: Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. with Holy Communion 

Wednesday, January 13: Worship Service at 6:00 p.m. with Holy Communion 

Sunday, January 17: Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, January 20: Worship Service at 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, January 24: Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. with Holy Communion 

Wednesday, January 27: Worship Service at 6:00 p.m. with Holy Communion 

Sunday, January 31: Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. with Holy Communion 



 

 

In our congregational mission statement, we pledge to spread the good news of salvation near and far. Its beautiful 

words are a simple reminder of the part we play in God’s ultimate mission. It reads: 

“We, the members of St. Paul’s Lutheran, saints through Jesus Christ, give glory to God for His free gift of salvation and 

personally reach out to the community and the world with this good news.” 

It’s been reported that 90% of churches are declining or stagnant in worship attendance, and given the current worldly 

climate of selfishness and disrespect or disinterest in God’s word, those statistics will only worsen. Or will they? I 

suspect that many churches are similar to ours in that we have all had to figure out alternate methods of 

communication. Thanks to our Board of Missions and Evangelism, we have successfully implemented newer, more 

effective, ways to bring the message to our members as well as others. 

While still offering regular radio broadcasts of our services, St. Paul’s has also employed an exciting new internet 

ministry. According to Jason Jungmeyer, chairman of the board, our live-streaming services both on Facebook and 

YouTube garner over 7,500 views a service, and our website is receiving increased viewer traffic as well. He estimates 

that our site had over 6,300 “unique” visitors throughout the 3rd quarter of this year. How exciting is that! 

My prayer throughout this pandemic has been that God’s church does not decline. The Holy Spirit works in ways we 

cannot, and I am hopeful that our outreach efforts and those of other churches bear fruit. We will also be discussing 

various ideas for mission projects over the coming months. I have always felt that our church is very mission-minded in 

that where there is a need, we find a way. Our church’s daycare is a good case in point. The congregation saw a need 

and stepped up to create and fund a Christian Childcare Center. There are, however, may more opportunities for us to 

fulfill our mission calling, and we will be discussing various ideas on this as we are able.  

The duties of St. Paul’s Board of Missions and Evangelism according to our bylaws are as follows: 

1. Consist of at least three communicant members to be elected for a term of three years. One member shall be 

elected each year. 

2. Investigate wise gospel-centered ways to equip the saints to tell the good news. 

3. Call to the attention of the congregation the needs of individuals in the congregation, the community, and the 

world, offering assistance as the congregation is able, through activities and agencies which adorn the gospel. 

4. In the area of public relations, endeavor to publicize the Gospel and the activities of the congregation by the 

various modern avenues available. 

5. Work with the Board of Stewardship assembling members using their God-given gifts at home and at large. 

6. Work in cooperation with the Board of Elders. 

Continued to Page 4 

A note from President 

Jay VanDiern 
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Continued from Page 3 

Another exciting Missions and Evangelism development is that of a sub-committee named “Mission Vision.” Its 

primary purpose is to address the immediate needs of St. Paul’s members and how to best minister to and serve 

them. It has fostered two integral programs designed to help in this effort, “Prayer Warriors” and “Senior Saints.” 

These programs promote the publishing of prayer requests and contact information for senior members and/or shut

-ins respectively. 

The Board of Missions and Evangelism is tasked with a multitude of responsibilities most of which are extremely 

important at this time and necessary for the carrying out of St. Paul’s mission. Please join me in thanking this board 

for the work they do on behalf of our congregation. Current members are Jason Jungmeyer, Jan Bleich, Edwena 

Shock, and Marge Kuester. Dave Jungmeyer spearheads the Mission Vision sub-committee. 

The December 8th Special Voters’ Meeting has been cancelled. 

Budget and Election matters will now be discussed at the next 

regular Voters’ Meeting scheduled for Sunday, January 10th, 2021, 

time to be determined at a later date. 

    ~ President Jay VanDieren 

A Prayer for 

Putting on a 

Face Mask 

Creator God, as I 

prepare to go into 

the world, help me to see the sacramental 

nature of wearing of this cloth. Let it be a 

tangible and visible way of living love for 

my neighbors, as I love myself. 

Christ Jesus, since my lips will be covered, 

uncover my heart, that people would see 

my smile in the crinkles around my eyes. 

Since my voice may be muffled, help me to 

speak clearly, not only with my words, but 

with my actions. 

Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, 

remind me to listen carefully and caringly 

to all those I meet. May this simple piece of 

cloth be a shield and banner, and may each 

breath that it holds, be filled with Your 

love. In Your name and in that love, I pray. 

Amen. 

Credits: Rev. Richard Bott, Moderator 

Presbyterian Church of Canada 

Lord Jesus Christ, Healer of all diseases and our Great Physician, 

Today we lift up those who are in trouble, danger, facing an 

illness, fighting this virus, whether in mind or body.  We 

especially lift before you... 

Ashley Baker, Bill Bess, Gary Borghardt, Helen Borghardt, Emma 

Douglas, Gina Foster, Larry Gish, Joe Green, Karen Hagemeyer, 

Sherry Hampton, Iris Heck, Ruth Higgins, Dorene Kaiser, 

Joyce Kiesling, Hailie Leo, Tammy Meisenheimer, Brad O’Neal, 

Susan O’Neal, Dorothy & Leroy Pritzel (friends of Susan Ramer) 

Michael Rex, Fred Schlup Jr, Bryan Sedgwick, David Schubert, 

and Ron Thompson.  

When they want to give up, give them fresh strength and courage. 

Comfort them in times of pain, give them peace in times of fear, 

and bless them with your healing touch. We believe nothing 

is impossible in Your hands of healing and in Your heart 

of  love, mercy and compassion. 

In Your Name we pray. 

Amen. 

 



St. Paul’s Child Care Center 
“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

November has been an interesting month. The Day Care was closed the end of October and first week of 

November due to at least 6 teachers having COVID-19. We have all since recovered, with myself still missing 

some taste and smell.  When we all returned from quarantine, the school age entered into virtual learning. It 

has been interesting trying to teach/help kids through their assignments on the computer. The kids we are 

helping are grades Pre-K through 6th grade and trust me each grade is completely different from each other. I 

have an amazing team of teachers that are adapting to everything. Whether that be with the school age or the 

toddlers. The teachers are taking even more preventive measures in keeping the kids safe. We have been 

thankful that only 2 kids have tested positive and have kept it from spreading. 

The kids have had continual fun with painting pumpkins and making a Christian jack-

o-lantern.  Playing in the leaves has been an exciting time as well. Throwing them up 

in the air never gets old. Even us older ones love a good leaf pile to jump in and 

throw in the air. Us teachers are truly thankful to be outdoors to learn more about 

what God has provided us through His beauty.  

The toddlers have enjoyed their library visits with Ms. Heidi. 

They have learned about lions and the letters “A” and “B”.  

They have also learned how to be musicians by making their 

own shakers and drum stick. They have gone on explorations 

for treasure.  But most importantly they have learned that we 

should share and help others at all times. Just like Jesus has 

done and the Indians at Thanksgiving. 

What are you thankful for? “My teachers who help with homework even when I don’t 

want to do it. Oh, and also my toys.” (quote from a school age student) 

We give thanks in everything, even the hard times. The Day Care is truly thankful for your prayers and 

continued support. If you would like to support more, you can order through the Scrip card program. A portion 

of this is returned back to the Day Care, in which the money is then applied to help pay for groceries and 

more cleaning supplies.  You can contact Diane Weicken (573) 690-6647 or myself (573) 301-0554 for orders 

or info. Some things to keep in mind.  

Please continue to pray for us at the Day Care as winter approaches. Pray for everyone’s health and well 

being as we will be doing more activities inside. 

In Christ,  

Sara Turner, Director 
St. Paul's Child Care Center 
(573) 796-1997 
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St. Paul’s Child Care Center is selling scrip cards. Consider giving them as 

Christmas gifts, other special occasions, or just for your personal use. Cards are 

available from C&R ($50 or $100) and Cal’s ($25, $50, or $100) with a 5% 

return to the Day Care. 

To receive gift cards in time for Christmas, orders must be placed by December 

13.  Please place your order with Diane Weicken (573) 690-6647 or Sara Turner 

(573) 301-0554. Checks should be made payable to St. Paul’s CCC. 

Thank you for your support! 
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Lance Addison, US Army (wife Patty) 

Stationed in Ft. Bliss in El Paso, TX 

Gary Bleich, MO National Guard 

Doing COVID testing around the state 

Dusty Cox, US Army 

Has been stationed in Korea but should 

be returning to Ft. Leonard Wood soon 

Daniel Cook, US Army (wife Danielle) 

Stationed in Ft. Belvoir, Virginia 

Cory Friedmeyer, US Marine Corp 

Stationed in Africa 

Clayton Percival, MO National Guard  

Helping with COVID testing in Missouri 

Josh Pritchett, US Army 

Stationed in Georgia until he is able to start Army 

Ranger Training 

Bret Voigt, US Army (wife Jessica) 

Stationed in Ft. Campbell in Tennessee 

Andreu Zink 

Stationed in Somalia 

St. Paul’s Military Servicemen 

Please pray for the health and safety of the following military 

servicemen from St. Paul’s. 

If you would like to join us in sending cards, thanks, and 

encouragement to these brave men, please pick up a list of their 

names and addresses in the entry at church. 

California Care Center 

1106 S. Oak Street, California, MO 65018 

Helen Borghardt 

Jerry Kiso 

Valley Park West 

678 Windmill Ridge, California, MO 65018 

Ruth Higgins 

Iris Heck 

Bristol Manor 

605 Park View Drive, California, MO 65018 

Phil Hein 

Tipton Oak Manor 

601 W. Morgan Street, Tipton, MO 65081 

Fred and Ruth Schagemann 

Heisinger Bluffs 

1024 W. Main Street, Jefferson City, MO 65109 

Hugh and Connie Cook 
Apt. 125 

Bill and Ruth Maier 
Apt. 329 

Robert and Dwena Winkler 
Apt. 109 

Home Bound 

Bill Bess 
1115 Hampton Ln, Apt. B, California, MO 65018 

Fred Bleich 
34546 Mr. Hope Road, Lohman, MO 65053 

Marie Gentzsch 
21634 Chapel Rd, Jamestown, MO 65046 

Karen Hagemeyer 
33080 Hwy K, California, MO 65018 
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EVENING 

GUILD 
The Evening Guild ladies assembled 48 
school kits using donations and a Thrivent 
Action Team card to purchase items. The 
48 kits, along with 15 quilts made by 
Margery Kuester, were delivered to the 
Orphan Grain Train drop off in Concordia. 
The donations were greatly appreciated! 

The Evening Guild will not meet in December. We wish everyone a blessed 
and safe Christmas as we celebrate the birth of our Savior! 

Birthday Breakfast 
   for Jesus 
        Take Home Bag!!!! 
We will not be able to have our in church Breakfast for Jesus this year. Instead, each 
child will be given a take home Birthday Breakfast for Jesus bag after the service on 
Wednesday, December 16 and Sunday, December 20! Jesus is born! Christmas 
blessings! 

Project Completed! 

The paving of the drive at St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Cemetery has been 

completed.  Donations are still being 

accepted to help defer the costs.  

Thank you to the Board of Trustees 

for keeping our church properties 

maintained and for the continual 

improvements! 

The Board of Trustees is asking for a volunteer(s) who 

would prepare the flower beds for the winter months.   

This would include removal of fall leaves. 

If you would like to help with the beautification of our church grounds, please contact 

Wayne Hagemeyer at (573) 632-8922. 



Announcements and Upcoming Events 
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 KRLL Radio Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the church office.  
Available dates: December 6, 13, 20, 27.  The cost is $130. 

 Lutheran Hour Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the church office. 
Next available dates are December 6th and 27th. 

 Flowers for the Altar: Please contact the church office if you would like to add to the beauty of the 
church sanctuary and worship service. Open dates are: December 24th and 25th  

 January EPISTLE Deadline: December 28th 

Traditions can offer comforting memories that our children carry with them for the rest of their lives.  Below are some 

ways to remember the Christmas season with them. When we slow down to celebrate, we are showing our family that 

our faith matters - and that they matter. Only choose a couple that your family will enjoy so there is no added stress, it 

will help everyone focus on Christ. No need to spend hours snipping out paper snowflakes if no one enjoys it! 

Make a traditional shepherd’s feast 

Keep the food simple and eat what the 

shepherds would have eaten. Bread, cheese, 

fruit, nuts and olives are a great start. Place a 

blanket on the floor so you can enjoy this meal 

picnic-style. 

Enjoy a fancy candlelit dinner 

Break out the fine china and crisp linens for a 

fancy meal. 

Create a Christmas breakfast 

Blueberry pancakes, brown sugar bacon, hash 

browns, and fruit. Yum! 

Make cards 

Surprise your mail carrier or sanitation truck 

drivers with a homemade Christmas card 

accompanied by cookies or a tip. 

Have a Christmas movie night 

Whether you enjoy Christmas classics or new 

releases, get cozy and share a bowl of popcorn. 

Sleep by the tree 

A family slumber party by the Christmas tree is a 

tradition your kids will love year after year. 

Observe Advent 

Make an Advent wreath and light the candles 

each Sunday evening at dinner. 

Give a gift to Jesus 

Have everyone in the family contribute money, 

even if it’s just a small amount. Then decide 

together where to donate your gift. Remind your 

kids that Jesus said the way we treat the least of 

these is the way we are treating Him. 

Go St. Nicholas Day candy caning 

Think of a family who needs a little Christmas 

love, and sneak over to their house and decorate 

their front lawn with wrapped candy canes 

poked into the lawn.  Maybe you will want to 

leave a gift certificate at the door, ring the 

doorbell, and sprint out of sight before they 

answer! 
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DAILY PRAYERS FOR 

 

 

I have found it valuable to pray for noble character qualities for my 

children, asking God to instill these attributes in them. I follow a 

schedule every week, so I remember which traits to pray for. 

YOUR KIDS’ CHARACTER sunday 
I ask God to help my children 

continue to mature in faith, 

learning how to communicate 

God’s love and truth to others. 

monday 
I ask God to help my children 

be wise in managing 

relationships, money and time. 

tuesday 
I ask God to help my children 

show self-discipline and not be 

quick-tempered, 

argumentative or divisive. 

wednesday 
I ask God to help my children 

be hospitable, patient, humble, 

and respectful toward others. 

saturday 
I ask God to help my children 

love justice, offer mercy to 

others, and not be prejudiced 

in any way. 

~ Dr. Rhett H. Wilson Sr. in Focus on the Family Magazine 

friday 
I ask God to help my children 

be free from the love of money 

and materialism, pursuing 

activities that please God. 

thursday 
I ask God to help my children 

learn to be gentle and kind, 

with a joyful disposition that 

reflects God’s peace. 

The Supreme Court Got Church Restrictions Right  
From National Review:  

The Court’s ruling is neither surprising nor alarming. New York Governor Andrew Cuomo’s rules discriminate against 

religious services and thereby run afoul of the Constitution. And to fix the problem, Cuomo would not need to exempt 

houses of worship from the law everyone else follows, but merely ensure that churches aren’t relegated to second-class 

status. One approach may be to classify churches as essential and to assign all essential activities a capacity limit that 

takes establishment size into account. Another would be to simply let the hard capacity limits go, since houses of worship 

in orange and red areas are still required to keep to a low proportion of their total capacity (a third and a quarter 

respectively) — and because the areas at issue in the lawsuit aren’t classified as orange or red anymore anyway.   

Going forward, the question is how the Court should treat less egregious restrictions, as the Court’s opinion is rather 

vague as to where the line is. In a concurrence, Justice Brett Kavanaugh writes that whenever a policy creates a 

preferred, less regulated category — “essential” businesses, in this case — states must either include religion in that 

category or carry the burden of justifying churches’ exclusion. This strikes us as fair, though it goes somewhat beyond 

existing precedent.  

Source: Focus on the Family - The Daily Citizen Morning Headlines, Monday November, 30, 2020 

https://www.nationalreview.com/2020/11/the-supreme-court-got-church-restrictions-right/


Be devoted to one another in love, honor one another above yourselves.   Romans 12:10 

1st Dennis Fischer 

3rd Audrey Imhoff 

 Oakley Wadley 

 Ruth Schagemann 

4th J.W. Fairchild 

 Kent Leithauser 

5th Janis Bleich 

6th Ruth Higgins 

 Karter Holt 

7th Katie Harrison 

8th Jill Schroeder 

 Marsha Strobel 

10th Nathan Thibon 

14th Carol Schlup 

15th Marie Gentzsch 

17th Lake Cary 

 Lane Cary 

 Miranda Qualls 

18th Caitlin Howell 

 Ashley Rex 

 Fran Scallorns 

19th Kathy Baker 

 Jennifer Bird 

20th Brad Friedmeyer 

21st Keelie Gano 

22nd Mark Inglish 

23rd Ben Crawford 

24th Carolyn Hurt 

27th Kinleigh Shewmaker 

28th Katie Martin 

29th David E. Ott 

 David O. Ott 

 Patty Wieberg 

30th Laurie Giese 

 Emmett Inglish 

 Carl Kuester 

  

12/15 Jason & Chris Jungmeyer 

12/20 Pastor & Paula Kopper 

12/21 Seth & Andrea Kincaid 

  

  

For by me your days will be multiplied, and years will be added to your life.          

Proverbs 9:11 
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“We, the members of St. Paul’s 

Lutheran, saints through Jesus 

Christ, give glory to God for His 

free gift of salvation and 

personally reach out to the 

community and the world with this  

good news.” 

Church Officer Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Child Care Center:    (573) 796-1997 

Church Office:           (573) 796-2735 

Church Basement:    (573) 796-8462 

Dial-A-Meditation:     (573) 796-4754 

“The Lutheran Hour”  -  Sundays 

7:30 a.m.  KRLL  -  1420 AM 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Pastor Evandro Kopper 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

207 N. OWEN ST.    

CALIFORNIA, MO 65018        

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
     

Visit us on our website at stpaulslutheran1860.com  

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.   

http://www.stpaulslutheran1860.com
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Lutheran-Church-California-Missouri-89003457046/
mailto:office@stpaulslutheran1860.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Newsletter

