
The Potter’s Hand 
 
 Making pottery is one of the oldest and most 

ancient art. If you visited a potter’s shed today, you 

would discover that pottery is made as it has been done 

generation after generation. Beyond a few  modern 

modifications, ultimately the process remains the same 

- there is the clay and a wheel that is operated with a 

treadle. The potter puts the clay on the wheel and turns 

it while with his hands forms the clay into a vessel.  

 In Jeremiah 18, God uses the illustration of the 

potter’s house to teach us some lessons. We learn when we put ourselves in the Master’s hands, failure is 

not final. As Jeremiah described the nation of Israel, there are some similarities we can see today. We are 

a broken world - financially, morally, and spiritually. Only God can change the direction of our nation. And 

what is true for our nation is also true for you and me.  

 We are like the clay on the potter’s wheel. Verse 6 reads: “Can I not do with you, Israel, as this 

potter does?” declares the Lord. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel.”  God 

represents the potter; He is the divine potter. And like the potter, God makes us, shapes us, and 

sovereignly breaks us to make us in the person He desires us to be. God is the master workman and He 

has a plan, a purpose in making every life. The handprint of God is on every life. His desire is to make a 

beautiful vessel for His use. 

 The lyrics of the song The Potter’s Hand, written by Darlene Zschech, is a beautiful prayer. 

Beautiful Lord, wonderful Savior, 

I know for sure all of my days are held in your hand, 

crafted into your perfect plan. 

You gently call me into your presence, guiding me by your Holy Spirit. 

Teach me, dear Lord, to live all of my life through your eyes. 

I’m capture by your holy calling. 

Set me apart, I know you’re drawing me to yourself. 

Lead me, Lord, I pray. Take me, Lord, mold me, use me, fill me. 

I give my life to the Potter’s hand. 

Call me, guide me, lead me, walk beside me. 

I give me life to the Potter’s hand. 

Amen. 
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A Note from the Board of Elders 
The Board of Elders are working on a plan for Bible Class or Sunday School restart. We are 

monitoring how the public schools fair with their restart. Again, as with everything this year, this 

is a fluid situation.  We thank you for your patience and understanding while we continue to take 

the necessary precautions to keep our members safe while trying to fulfil our spiritual needs. 

Report from the Treasurer 
Balances as of 8/28/2020 

Building Maintenance Fund $3,720.72 

Cemetery Improvement/Special Projects Fund $20.288.35 

Elevator Improvement Fund $900.00 

Good Samaritan Fund $3,255.33 

Hispanic Ministry Fund $424.26 

HOME FUND $7,672.18 

Van Maintenance Fund $383.72  

St Paul’s Youth group and their families would like to thank Terry & Tammy Bleich for hosting 
them on 8/21 for a pool party and barbeque. A fun time was had by all! 

Several winter coats have been left 

in the coat closet off the Sanctuary. 

These have been handing there for 

a couple of winters; one is a child’s 

coat. If no one claims them, they 

will be donated. 

DC Annual March for Life 

Our annual bus trip to the March for 

Life has been canceled for 2021 due 

to the pandemic. Note that the 

March has not been canceled, just 

Missouri’s bus trip. 



 

 

As many of you know, our church’s 

constitution and bylaws have long 

provided specific details of the 

organizational structure of our 

congregation and how it is to 

function in all areas.  We use these 

guidelines to keep us dedicated and 

focused on the tasks necessary to 

carry out our mission and serve the 

Gospel in our community and 

beyond.  Revisions and updates are 

sometimes necessary as situations 

change, but each board and 

committee will always be guided by a 

complete list of duties, as it pertains 

to particular areas of responsibility.   

Given that you might be asked to 

serve on a board or committee this 

next year, I thought it would be 

beneficial and informative to update 

you on the duties of each.  This 

month, I would like to highlight the 

Board of Elders.  According to our 

current bylaws, the Board of Elders 

shall: 

1. Consist of at least 6 male voting 

members. The term of office shall 

be three years. Two members 

shall be elected each year. No 

member shall serve more than 

two consecutive elected terms. 

A note from President 

Jay VanDiern 

2. Elect annually its own chairman 

and secretary. 

3. As assistants to the Pastor, 

concern itself with the spiritual 

life of the congregation and, 

under his direction, be charged 

with the supervision of public 

worship, church discipline, and 

church publications. 

4. Encourage members who are 

neglecting the means of grace 

and who fail to share in the 

support of congregational 

endeavors. 

5. Welcome newly received 

members and make every effort 

to bring them into the life and 

work of the congregation. 

6. Supervise the music for all 

services and cooperate with the 

organist, the choir director, and 

choir members in maintaining 

biblical, gospel-centered 

standards for all services. 

7. Supervise the work of the 

ushers’ staff and cooperate with 

the members of this group in 

maintaining the proper church 

decorum at all services. 

8. Supervise the altar committee 

and encourage the members 

to achieve their objectives. 

9. Supervise the publications of 

the congregation and 

encourage the dissemination 

of Christian literature. 

10. Look after the temporal 

welfare of the Pastor and 

other church help and make 

recommendations to the 

Board of Stewardship 

concerning salary and living 

conditions. 

11. Initiate steps toward any 

necessary corrections if the 

Pastor, a teacher, or any 

member gives offense in 

doctrine or life in accordance 

with Matthew 18:15-18. 

As you can see, the work of our 

Board of Elders is vital and 

extensive.  During this pandemic 

and the absence of Pastor Kopper, 

they have worked even harder.  

Your current Board of Elders 

includes Scott Volkart, Mark 

Crawford, Brad Friedmeyer, Les 

Harrison, Rick Percival, and Rick 

Sedgwick.  Please join me in 

thanking them for the work they 

do on behalf of St. Paul’s. 

P A G E  3  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0  



Most of you probably know that I work for Central Bank. What many of you may not realize is my job is to manage the family of 
websites for the company.  Part of that responsibility is making sure your online experience with the Bank is secure. Rarely does a 
day go by that we don’t encounter hackers, scammers, bot handlers, spoofing, phishing, vishing, email or texting scams.  Statistics 
show three people per second fall victim to some type of malicious scam. 

Cybercriminals are smart! They always seem to be a step ahead of us. What makes them even more dangerous is they are 
ruthless, have no conscience, they will use times of crisis to take advantage of unsuspecting people.  Do not be fooled, these 
fraudsters are after one thing – to steal from anyone they can with any means. 

Many of us from St. Paul’s witnessed this first hand this past week when we received a text supposedly from Pastor Kopper.  The 
text went something like this… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scammers use many tactics – some of them look innocent like this text message.  Here at St. Paul’s, we have taken the following 
steps: 

 We have confirmed that our church database has not been hacked nor compromised 

 We are scanning the church computers for any viruses 

 The phone number used for the text looks like a number from Mack Creek, MO, however, there is no name or address 
associated with this number 

The best means to protect yourself from potential fraudsters is to stay educated about common scams. Additionally, create a 
strong password on your social media accounts (i.e. Facebook, etc.) and change it regularly.  Most importantly, don’t use the same 
password for all your online log ins. 

Although this article focuses on technology, please know the enemy is at work here.  He is fueling the deception, the hatred in this 
world and is gloating about it.  Ephesians 6:13 says to “Put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you will 
be able to stand your ground, and having done everything, to stand.” Arm yourself to overcome the evil surrounding us. We were 
created for a relationship with God, so let’s immerse ourselves in His word and ask Him to arm us each and every day to thwart 
the evil one.  
  Twilla 

Hi Twilla, How are you? 

I need you to help me with something very important. Kindly text 
me back as soon as possible. Hope to hear from your soon. 

Blessings. 
Pastor Kopper 

Hello, how are you? What can I do to 
help? 

Good to hear from you. I need to get some amazon gift cards 
for some cancer patients that I promised as a birthday gift 
but I can’t do this as at the moment. Can you get it from any 
store? I’ll have it refunded. 

Thanks 

Yes, been in a meeting. Who are the 
gift cards for? I can have the cards 
delivered directly to them. 

Are you there? 

Please purchase the cards and send over pic-
tures of the front and back of the cards. 

Sounds like something 
Pastor Kopper would text 
and it seems innocent 

This was sent the day Pastor 
Kopper went to the hospital 
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Adaptability is the willingness to be flexible and adjust when plans 

change. Being able to see the bigger picture and being willing to let 

things go can help instill accommodating and easygoing 

characteristics in your children. 

As a parent it is important to model respect 

to your children. It helps affirm their identity 

in Christ and helps them see the unique 

perspectives and worldviews of others. 

Love is the foundation of 

any strong parent-child 

relationship. Strong 

devotion to this 

relationship fosters the 

growth and development 

of  your  child’s passions, 

strengths and abilities 

The key to gratitude is perspective. Gratitude is 

the willingness to guide, communicate and 

resolve conflict with a positive outlook. 

Grace and forgiveness are the necessary glue that helps maintain 

healthy relationships. It allows for the parent to be approachable in 

order to help guide and instruct. 

Setting healthy boundaries requires discernment, 

wisdom and courage. When done well, 

boundaries help teach your children the 

importance of balance and self-control. 

The goal of intentionality is to be present. It 

helps demonstrate the parents’ devotion to 

the relationship, connectedness, and 

spiritual and personal growth. 

https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/the-7-traits-of-effective-parenting/  

https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/the-7-traits-of-effective-parenting/
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/the-7-traits-of-effective-parenting/


St. Paul’s Child Care Center 

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, 

so it is with Christ.” 1 Corinthians 12:12 NIV 

WE HAVE SURVIVED!!!! August has been bitter sweet. This month the school 
age kids have been busy making crafts for the nursing home residents, 
painting the concrete, playing in the water, and doing service projects. One of 
those projects was picking up sticks in the neighbor’s yard. Rich and Pam 
Green truly appreciated it. They rewarded the kids by letting them play in the 
sprinklers they have set up over their yard. The kids had a blast and enjoyed 
playing football with Grandpa Rich and learning about the house from 
Grandma Pam. The kids were also rewarded with a hot dog roast from the 
sticks they collected. Good food was had by all. But as the saying goes, 
everything must come to an end, so after 5 long months, the school kids were 
able to return to the classroom.  

The toddlers stayed busy as well with water play, walks in the neighborhood, 
playing with kittens, and learning many new things. The kids have been 
learning how everyone is different but how we are the same as well. How God 
created everyone with different talents, yet we all use those talents to be 
witnesses for Jesus and spread His love to everyone. We looked at each 
other’s hands. Some hands were the same size, but each one had their own 
distinctive markings. They were amazed at the different markings.  The older 
kids noticed this as well. Some of them were just impressed that their hand 
was bigger than Ms. Sara’s hand. 

As you pull into church, take note of the different hand prints. These are the 
hands of the future, God’s children. Take a look at your own hands, you too 
are a child of God, uniquely made, but one body in Christ.   

We give thanks for everyone who has prayed for us over these past few 
months. We ask for continued prayers as we transition into school mode and 
new routines.  

In Christ,  

Sara Turner, Director 
St. Paul's Child Care Center 
(573) 796-1997 
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Fairgrounds Pick Up 

A special thank you to those that 

helped clean up the fair grounds 

August 8th. Vanessa and Steven 

Gentry, Walker Friedmeyer, Sam 

Turner, and Scott Volkart, showed up 

to help and we were able to the beat 

the big rain. The Moniteau County 

Fair Board decided to give a donation 

to the Youth Group for their services 

performed on that day. Thanks and 

good job everyone. 

 

St. Paul’s Military Servicemen 

Please pray for the health and safety of the 

following military servicemen from St. Paul’s. 

If you would like to join us in sending cards, 

thanks, and encouragement to these brave 

men, please pick up a list of their names and 

addresses in the entry at church. 

Lance Addison, US Army (wife Patty) 

Stationed in Ft. Bliss in El Paso, TX 

Gary Bleich, MO National Guard 

Doing COVID testing around the state 

Dusty Cox, US Army 

Has been stationed in Korea but should 

be returning to Ft. Leonard Wood soon 

Daniel Cook, US Army (wife Danielle) 

Stationed in Ft. Belvoir, Virginia 

Cory Friedmeyer, US Marine Corp 

Stationed in Africa 

Tucker Friedmeyer, US Marine Corp 

In San Diego, CA in Boot Camp. 

Clayton Percival, MO National Guard  

Helping with COVID testing in Missouri 

Josh Pritchett, US Army 

Stationed in Georgia until he is able to start Army 

Ranger Training 

Bret Voigt, US Army (wife Jessica) 

Stationed in Ft. Campbell in Tennessee 

Andreu Zink 

Stationed in Somalia 
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St. Paul’s Evening Guild met August 20th 
with Alice Longfellow as our guest speaker. 
Nine ladies were present to enjoy choosing 
plants and putting together a fall plater. We 

think they turned out great! Thank you, 
Alice, for teaching us so much about plants 

and planting! We had so much fun! 

EVENING GUILD 
St. Paul’s Evening Guild 

will be assembling school 

kits at their September 17th 

meeting.  

We have a Thrivent Action Team card to 

help purchase items for the school kits. If 

anyone would like to contribute to this 

project, we will need the below items. There 

will be a box in the narthex for donations. 

 Spiral notebooks 

 8 or 10 pack washable markers 

 Bic type blue or black ink pens 

 9x12 construction paper 

 24 pack crayons 

 Pencils 

 Rulers 

 Glue sticks 

 School scissors 



Announcements and Upcoming Events 
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 KRLL Radio Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the church office.  
September 13th and 27th are available.  The cost is $130. 

 Lutheran Hour Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the church office. 
Available dates are September 13th and 29th. 

 Flowers for the Altar: Please contact the church office if you would like to add to the beauty of the 
church sanctuary and worship service. 

 Evening Guild: Meeting will be held September 17th at 7:00 in the church basement. 

 The Deadline for submitting items for the October 2020 EPISTLE is Saturday, September 26th. 

 Monday Evening Bible Study: This group meets on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Mondays. Study is held from 
6:00-7:15 p.m. at the Jungmeyer’s house (1112 West Cedar, California, MO).  

 Tuesday Bible Study: This weekly study meets in the church library from 10:00-11:00 a.m. and all 
are welcome. Contact leader Steve Weicken by calling (573) 680-2840 should you have any questions.  

 Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: A weekly study from 9:00 – 10:15 am in the Martin Luther Room 
(church basement) for women of all ages.  

My kids and their friends keep talking about TikTok. What 

is it, and what do I need to know as a parent/grandparent? 

TikTok is a popular app that allows  users to post short 

smartphone videos online. Overall, TikTok feels like 

YouTube with a very short attention span. The videos can 

feature almost anything - anything that will grab users’ 

attention, that is. In other words, it’s an expressive digital 

medium the tweens and teens (and plenty of adults, too) use to 

broadcast silly antics. 

But it’s not all silly, and there are some real issues parents need to 

know about. Usage guidelines prohibit graphic, violent, risky, sexually 

explicit or hateful content. But those rules are pretty loose. Profanity? 

No ban on that. Any many users post videos that are suggestive while 

avoiding explicit images. 

The app theoretically prohibits users under 13, but that’s a guideline 

many underage users ignore. Young users could potentially find 

themselves in conversations with adults they don’t know via the app’s 

comment feature. TikTok has also become a go-to destination for risky 

video challenges. 

On a more philosophical level, TikTok is all about grabbing attention. 

Videos practically scream, “Look at me!” This is true of social media in 

general, but TikTok feels custom-made to encourage narcissism.  It’s 

easy to burn a lot of time watching inane videos, and 

TikTok offers many ways for kids to drift into trouble if 

parents aren’t engage with what they’re watching and 

posting. 

~Adam Holz, director of Plugged In 

LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Thank you to all who have given to the 

Lutheran High School Scholarship Fund to 

benefit Caydee Cooper!  We will be 

holding a special door offering for this 

purpose on two different Sundays in 

September the 20th and 27th.  We would 

like to invite members of St. Paul’s to 

prayerfully consider making a donation if 

they have not already done so.  Your 

support and prayers are much 

appreciated!  

Heit’s Point Report 

The Youth would like to say thank you to 
everyone that donated items for the 

rummage sale and for Debbie Turner 
taking charge of the project. It was quite 

the success. Between the sale and 
donations, over $1,900 was taken in. 

Great job everyone. This money helped 
pay for 7 participants to the different 

summer camps that were held in June 
and July. We hope to do more projects to 

offset the cost for future campers. 
Thanks again everyone! 



Thank You from Tucker Friedmeyer 

P A G E  1 0  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0  

Dear St. Paul’s Members, 

I would like to thank everyone who has written me over 

the years from confirmation to college graduation. I 

have appreciated all the thoughts and prayers. It truly is 

a blessing to start each week going to church. I am glad 

that I have always had my faith to lean on. Now, more 

than ever, I pray for the safety and wellbeing of the 

members here at St. Paul’s. I wish to see you all very 

soon! 

Sincerely, 

Garrett Imhoff 

Plans for starting Kingdom Kids’ Activities 

     At the August meeting of St. Paul’s Board of Education, plans were discussed 

for beginning Kingdom Kids’ Activities.  The board members feel that Christian Education for our young people is a 

priority and we will be closely watching how the public schools handle a safe return to classes.  The Board of Elders 

gave the “go ahead” for beginning Kingdom Kids’ Sunday Classes on October 4th if the Board of Education can plan for a 

safe environment for our children.  The Board of Ed would first like to find out how many parents would plan to send 

their children to Sunday classes for Preschool - 8th grade.  Plans for beginning Confirmation classes will await input 

from Pastor Kopper.  An online survey will be used to question parents about Kingdom Kids’ Sunday along with other 

questions about Kingdom Kids’ Wednesday Classes, a 2020 Children’s Christmas Program, and a possible outdoor social 

event for young people and their families. None of these events have been scheduled yet, and we are eager to receive 

input from parents and any other members who would like to share their thoughts. 

The Board heard information about a new Curriculum the Kingdom Kids’ Sunday classes would use which is called “Dig 

In”.  It is on online Bible Study Program that provides many choices of activities for the teachers to choose from that 

help reach children with different interests and needs.  The Board of Education discussed plans for a COVID safe 

environment including disinfecting the classrooms before and after classes, using social distancing in seating and 

activities, encouraging children and teachers to use protective face masks, providing only prewrapped snacks, 

encouraging hand washing and hand sanitizer, etc…  The teaching staff is complete with teachers for all grade levels 

who are eager to work with our children as soon as it is safe to do so.   

Parents should watch for a text message that will include a link to more information about the possible start of classes 

and the survey requesting their input. The survey will be available on the church website in September. Other 

members may share their thoughts once the survey is on the website.  Please pray for our Board of Ed, teachers, and 

children as we make these important decisions about keeping our children in the Word of God and fellowship with 

other Kingdom Kids. 



For by me your days will be multiplied, and years will be added to your life.          Proverbs 9:11 

Be devoted to one another in love, honor one another above yourselves.   Romans 12:10 

2nd Naomi Pearson 

3rd Abby Gadd 

4th Patricia Peterson 

6th Fred Bleich 

 Fred Schagemann 

9th Erin Baker 

 Anthony Schnack 

 Riley Zimmerman 

10th Anna Hees 

 Amanda Turner 

12th Drew Dampf 

 Christina Rantz 

13th Jonathan Imhoff 

14th Karen Hagemeyer 

 Scott Volkart 

15th Faith Ashley 

 Andrew Fischer 

 Carolyn Kiesling 

 Lydia Kincaid 

 Jane Renfro 

16th Holly Bieri 

 Tracy Clennin 

 Carol Jungmeyer 

17th Jessica Kiesling 

 Ella Manley 

18th Kutter Baumgartner 

 Kurt Bleich 

 Eleanor Gerlt 

19th Patricia Inglish 

 Levi Martin 

 Andrew Sommerer 

20th Larry Gish 

 Greg Horn 

 Taylor Jenkins 

 Ricky Percival 

21st David Schubert 

22nd David Inglish 

23rd Beth Jungmeyer 

 Ron Thompson 

24th Gwen Yarnell 

26th Lyndsi Martin 

27th Jim Langkop 

29th Caleb Bleich 

 Ciara Folsom 

 Jeanette Kunze 

 Kyle Wilhelm 

30th Julie Bleich 

9/2 Joe & Fran Scallorns 

9/3 Hugh & Connie Cook 

9/6 Steve & Diane Weicken 

9/7 Devon & Carissa Bueker 

9/8 Jonathan & Ashley Baker 

9/9 Steve & Laurie Giese 

9/10 Carey & Amanda Wright 

9/12 Brad & Janelle Bernard 

9/12 Ronald & Joyce Kiesling 

9/18 Don & Carol Jungmeyer 

9/20 Sonny & Twilla Duvall 

9/21 Wyatt & Ciara Folsom 

9/25 Nathan & Jacki Borgmeyer 

9/25 Rick & Cindy Sedgwick 

9/27 Neil & Karen Burger 

9/28 Mike & Patricia Inglish 

9/29 Donnie & Sabra Mertens 



“We, the members of St. Paul’s 

Lutheran, saints through Jesus 

Christ, give glory to God for His 

free gift of salvation and 

personally reach out to the 

community and the world with this  

good news.” 

Church Officer Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Child Care Center:    (573) 796-1997 

Church Office:           (573) 796-2735 

Church Basement:    (573) 796-8462 

Dial-A-Meditation:     (573) 796-4754 

“The Lutheran Hour”  -  Sundays 

7:30 a.m.  KRLL  -  1420 AM 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Pastor Evandro Kopper 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

207 N. OWEN ST.    

CALIFORNIA, MO 65018        

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
     

Visit us on our website at stpaulslutheran1860.com  

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.   

http://www.stpaulslutheran1860.com
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Lutheran-Church-California-Missouri-89003457046/
mailto:office@stpaulslutheran1860.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Newsletter

