
 
May 8, 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
We have been living through uncertain, alarming, and lonely times for many in our church family.  What a 
comfort it is to know that our God, the Creator and Preserver of this world, holds us all in His loving hands.  In 
Isaiah 41:10 God promises us, "Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed for I am your God.  I will 
strengthen you and help you." We are also strengthened by remembering Joshua 1:9 where we are urged to 
"…be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go." What a gift it is to have the confidence that God promises to be with us through all the trials 
of our life, including Covid-19 and the disorder it has brought to our world.   
 
Amidst the disruption, we hope you’ve had a chance to join us for Sunday morning worship service by 
watching our Facebook Livestream or by listening to the broadcast on KRLL 1420 AM. We were happy to learn 
of the new option to access KRLL over the internet if you are out of the California area by using www.mytuner-
radio.com! We are trying to be creative in getting God's Word out to our members and the community and with 
such big changes to our routines; it is sometimes difficult to keep all of our members updated.  Not everyone 
uses the internet or social media. Not everyone has a cell phone for text alerts or uses email. A letter in the 
mail seemed the best way to make sure we have not missed anyone so please forgive us if you have been 
notified in several different ways!  
 
If you were not aware, we would also like to notify you that Pastor Kopper and his family were recently 
quarantined for 2 weeks as Paula had a positive test for the virus.  God be praised, she has recovered and all 
are doing well! What a blessing it is to have a church family to encourage us, be concerned for our well-being, 
pray for us, and join together to praise God for His work in our lives.  
 
We also thank God for the many members who have sent in offerings over the weeks of being apart! It would 
have been easy to panic, but with trust in the Lord and generous church members, there is less worry over 
budgetary concerns. Hopefully, you have had a chance to read the letter from Congregational President Jay 
VanDieren in The Epistle (May) regarding St. Paul’s participation in the Paycheck Protection Program. We 
hope to weather this storm with minimal tightening of our belt. This could not be done without the 
thoughtfulness of those who have given as they are able during the many weeks of isolation. 
 
This time of isolation has given each of us the opportunity to reflect on our priorities and take time to connect 
with members.  A group of volunteers has been making phone calls to update contact information and visit with 
people who have been absent from worship for various reasons.  Another team has made regular visits and 
phone calls, or sent notes, to many of our senior saints, those in care centers, and those who are alone.  In 
March, the teaching staff visited our families with young children to deliver Christian materials for Bible lessons, 
family devotions, crafts, and activities to help parents be the spiritual leaders for their children during these 
"stay at home" weeks. We continue to look for ways to stay connected from 6 feet away, across town or even 
around the world! Our VBS Committee is planning a new and creative way to serve our children this summer 
and we are always open to suggestions for other ways to provide opportunities for faith, fellowship and fun! 
 
Of course we hope to see one another at a “normal” church gathering soon, but our number one priority is to 
keep everyone safe. The Moniteau County Health Department has announced that beginning May 10, 2020 at 
11:59 p.m. (midnight), they will allow churches to reopen as long as they honor social distancing guidelines set 
forth by Governor Parson. Pastor Kopper and the Board of Elders met May 5, 2020 to discuss a series of slow 
steps for reopening St. Paul’s for indoor worship services assuming no other restrictions are announced.  
 
As a condition of reopening, churches will only be allowed to operate at 25% of their capacity – this 
requirement puts St. Paul’s at somewhere around 75 people allowed at a service. To comply with this, and 
assuming no other restrictions are announced, we will offer three (3) services per week:  
 
Saturday at 6:30 p.m. beginning May 16, 2020 
Sunday at 8:00 a.m. beginning May 17, 2020 
Sunday at 10:00 a.m., beginning May 17, 2020 
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Senior saints, or any members with a compromised immune system, are encouraged to attend the 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday service. In the event that we would exceed our 75 person limit at any one service, other arrangements 
will be made.  
 
During this trial period, entrance to the church will be through the front doors only. All other doors will remain 
locked. We ask that you try to refrain from physical contact such as handshaking, hugging, etc. while we are 
going through this trial (and a trial it has been)! You are encouraged to wear a protective mask if you choose, 
but this will not be mandatory.  
 
Also, the Elders would like to meet with Ushers on Tuesday, May 19th at 6:00 p.m. to go over changes 
to their duties. 
 
Saints, this is a learning experience for all of us. We earnestly hope that these additional options are a help to 
our St. Paul’s family. Please know you are loved in Christ and your patience and cooperation is greatly 
appreciated!! We will continue to provide updates as decisions are made going forward and there are several 
ways to get information: 
 

1) Weekly Bulletin – As we begin to meet in person again, we will do our best to provide scheduling 
information and other updates in the bulletin each week.  
 

2) The Epistle – St. Paul's monthly newsletter is another good way to learn about updated 
information.  We hope each family is receiving The Epistle via email or delivered to your mailbox by 
the Post Office. We prefer to send it by email to save money for the church, but are happy to print 
your copy and either place it in your church mailbox or mail it to your home. If you would like to get 
an email copy of the newsletter and are not receiving one now, please send your email address 
to office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.  If you would like your newsletter printed and placed in your 
church mailbox or mailed to your home address, please let us know your preference by emailing 
the church office, calling the church office at (573) 796-2735 to leave a message, or drop us a note 
in the mail (207 N. Owen St., California, MO  65018). We do not have a regular church secretary 
right now but volunteers (Twilla Duvall and Charla Friedmeyer) are making sure everything is ship 
shape and will be happy to assist you. 
 

3) Facebook – Our Facebook page (St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, California, Missouri) is another 
source of timely information. Pastor Kopper, Charla Friedmeyer, Andra Jungmeyer and Debra Lake 
do their best to update this page with changes to services (due to weather or pandemic) sermons, 
devotions, musical performances and many other things.  

 

4) Website – Charla Friedmeyer takes care of our website at www.stpaulslutheran1860.com and tries 
to make sure the most current information can be found there along with recorded sermons, 
musical performances, and many other things. 
 

5) Text Alerts – St. Paul’s has the capability of sending out notifications by text message to alert the 
congregation of cancellations due to weather, events taking place or other important information. If 
you would like to sign up for these alerts, please notify the church office (email, phone or mail) and 
provide your cell phone number and your carrier (i.e. AT&T, Verizon, Sprint, etc.). 

  
We are looking forward to the time when we can ALL be together as we are used to; worshiping our gracious 
God, hearing God's Word, joining in Bible Study, enjoying Christian fellowship, and activities.  We have missed 
our church family and are praying that you will be safe, healthy, blessed, and encouraged in the grace of our 
Savior until we can be together. 
  
In Christ,  
Pastor Kopper and the Board of Elders 
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