
Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: 
“Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 

And he went outside and wept bitterly. 
Luke 22:61-62  

   
   How many times do we think of Peter as a coward? As a traitor, as someone weak on his faith? Someone 
not worthy of Jesus’ love? 
 
   Don’t we feel so disappointed when we read the gospel accounts on Jesus' death and resurrection and 
see the disciples running, hiding, denying our Lord? Cowards, we might think. 
 
   When Jesus needed them most is when they chickened out and disappeared. But Peter’s actions are 
nothing new. If we would be there, things wouldn’t be any different.  
    
    The Bible passage only exposes what we all have in common - we are all born in sin and we all have fears 
and weaknesses. We all suffer the consequences of sin entering the world through Adam and Eve.  
     
    So, who am I to judge Peter and the disciples? Jesus didn’t. Actually, Jesus did just the opposite. Jesus 
loved Peter, John, and those who did not stand by His side at that crucial hour. 
 
   Jesus loves you and me as well.  Jesus loves us when we are weak. Jesus loves us when we deny Him with 
our actions.  Jesus loves us even when we choose anger over kindness, when we don’t witness His name on 
given opportunities. Jesus loves you and me even when we don’t love Him. 
  
   Jesus loves us so much He went to the cross to pay for our sins. He was punished in our place so we can 
receive forgiveness, peace of mind, and the wonderful blessing of everlasting life.  
 
Yes, Jesus loves me.  Amen 
       
         Pastor Evandro Kopper Christ, 
Pastor K 
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2 Corinthians 12: 9-10 

But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”   

Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 

power may rest on me.   

That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, 

in persecutions, in difficulties.   

FOR WHEN I AM WEAK, THEN I AM STRONG! 
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Members of St. Paul’s, 
 
Greetings to my long-lost 
church family!  I am hoping 
this finds you safe and healthy.  
The significance of Christ’s 
promise in 2 Corinthians 12: 9-
10 was made clear to me during 
Debbie’s cancer scare, but I 
can’t help but think how 
meaningful and relevant this 
message is even now as we all 
feel helpless and weak in the 
face of this pandemic.  Have no 
fear, Christ’s power over any 
situation, no matter how 
challenging, is perfect, and for 
that very reason, we are strong! 
 
Given that we will not be able 
to meet for a while, I wanted to 
take this opportunity to update 
you on some church and 
daycare items.  As many of you 
know, the church office is 
currently unmanned, but rest 
assured, business is still being 
conducted thanks to some of 
our amazing Saints.  The 
church’s mail is being collected 
and distributed daily - same 
goes for all emails and voice 
messages.  Our Facebook page 
and website are both being 

A note from Jay 

maintained and updated with 
important information and 
valuable resources including 
worship bulletins.  The 
monthly Epistle will continue 
to be published, and you will 
also continue to receive text 
messages.   Please join me in 
thanking Sara Turner, Charla 
Friedmeyer, and Twilla Duvall 
for taking time out of their 
busy schedules to make sure 
these items are taken care of. 
 
The daycare has remained 
open and is operating under 
CDC as well as state and local 
health department guidelines.  
Special attention has been 
given to maintaining a safe 
and healthy environment for 
staff, children, and parents.  
Sara has had to navigate the 
daycare through a very 
frightening period of 
uncertainty, and it has not 
been easy.  Health issues and 
financial concerns have been 
foremost in her thinking, and 
she remains diligent in 
protecting herself and others 
from exposure to the virus.  
Please keep her in your 
prayers as she is also missing 

her grandmother. 
 
Many of you have inquired 
about how to continue 
making your church 
contributions during this 
time so I wanted to recap the 
Board of Stewardship’s 
recommendations. You can 
 mail your contribution 

directly to the church (St. 
Paul’s, 207 N. Owen, 
California, MO, 65018), 

 drop off your contribution 
in the church’s mailbox 
which is located just 
inside the front doors (the 
mailbox is checked 
periodically throughout 
the day), or 

 fill out and return an ACH 
form authorizing and 
outlining an electronic 
transfer from your bank 
account to the church’s.  
This form is found on the 
website 
www.stpaulslutheran1860
.com.   

 
 

Continued to page 3 
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Continued from page 2 
 
If you have any further questions regarding 
contributions, please email Debbie at 
treasurer@stpaulslutheran1860.com. 
 
In late March, I was contacted by Central Bank 
regarding the church’s eligibility for assistance 
through the SBA Paycheck Protection Program.  
The purpose of this program is to encourage 
small businesses and non-profit organizations to 
retain their employee base and continue their 
respective benefit programs thereby keeping 
individuals off of unemployment.  The loan 
proceeds from this program are to be used for 
wages, employee health insurance, contributions 
to employee retirement accounts, mortgage 
payments, rents, and utility costs. 
 
After much consideration and with the 
understanding that this money would help to 
offset home fund expenses for the church, and 
more importantly, would serve to keep our 
daycare open, operational, and fully staffed, the 
decision was made to apply for the program 
through Central Bank.  Sara and Debbie will 
work to make sure that this money is used 
accordingly and provide a report of funds at a 
later date. 
 

Finally, I would like to thank Scott Volkart and 
the Board of Elders.  They have had to make 
some very tough decisions regarding worship 
services and daily operations.  The board worked 
swiftly to establish informed health and safety 
guidelines, and I truly appreciate their leadership 
at this difficult time.  
 
Feel free to contact me should you have any 
further questions or concerns.  My cell phone 
number is (573) 821-1404.  Otherwise, I look 
forward to restored worship and fellowship with 
you, my church family.   Please keep all of those 
personally affected by the virus in your prayers.  
No matter what hardships persist, God’s power is 
perfect……and we are strong.   
 
In Christ, 
Jay VanDieren, Congregational President 
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To St. Paul's Women, 

Thank you to all who helped with the 
wonderful meal for Mom's funeral.  It was 
perfect!  Your thoughtfulness at this time 
means more than words can say.  God 

bless you all, 

Debbie Pardoe and Rob Jungmeyer and 
all the family of Alma Jungmeyer 

To St. Paul's Congregation and the 
Kingdom Kids, 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of 
Moniteau Christian Ministries Center, 

Project Share Resale Shop, and Cargill 
Cards Food Pantry, I would like to express 
our sincere appreciation for your gracious 

donation for our neighbors in Moniteau 
County.  Proverbs 19:17 states:  "He who 
is kind to the poor tends to the Lord, and 

He will reward him for what he has 
done."  Your gracious gifts of 132 lbs. of 
canned fruit, a $250 Thrivent Gift Card, 

and the work of many Kingdom Kids and 
their parents who packed Buddy Packs 

allow us to continue His ministry of 
providing for those in need within our 

community. 

May God continue to bless you 
in all you do. 

Linda Eddy, Vice President of the 
Moniteau Christian Ministries Center 

mailto:treasurer@stpaulslutheran1860.com
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St. Paul’s Senior Saints who are in care 

centers, homebound, and others who 

are alone or have special concerns 

 Bristol Manor 

605 Park View Drive, California, MO 65018 

Phil Hein 

California Care Center 

11-6 S. Oak Street, California, MO 65018 

Helen Borghardt 

Jerry Kiso 

Tipton Oak Manor 

601 W. Morgan Street, Tipton, MO 65081 

Fred and Ruth Schagemann 

Valley Park West 

678 Windmill Ridge, California, MO 65018 

Ruth Higgins 

Iris Heck 
Heisinger Bluffs 

1024 W. Main Street, Jefferson City, MO 65109 

Hugh and Connie Cook 
Apt. 313 

Bill and Ruth Maier 
Apt. 329 

Robert and Dwena Winkler 
Apt. 109 

Home Bound 

Bill Bess 
1115 Hampton Ln, Apt. B, California, MO 65018 

Fred Bleich 
34546 Mr. Hope Road, Lohman, MO 65053 

Marie Gentzsch 
21634 Chapek Rd, Jamestown, MO 65046 

Karen Hagemeyer 
33080 Hwy K, California, MO 65018 
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Prayers and cards 

appreciated for:  
 Gary Borghardt (cancer treatment)  

28528 Hwy. O, California 65018 

 

 Larry Gish (major surgery on April 23) 

63978 Hwy 50, California 65018 

(son-in-law of Wayne and Karen Hagemeyer)                                                                          

 

 Michael Rex (cancer treatment) 

520 W. Morgan, Tipton 65081 

 

 David Schubert (cancer treatment) 

110 S. Brett Dr., California 65018 

 

 The family of Milda Hagemeyer who went home to Heaven on Easter Sunday, April 12. 

      C/O Wayne & Karen Hagemeyer 33080 Hwy. K, California 65018 

            Memorials to St. Paul’s Radio Ministry or St. Paul’s Cemetery 

 

 Angela Christian (health issues) 

1074 Branch Rd., Holts Summit 65043 

(daughter of Wayne & Karen Hagemeyer) 

 

 The Kopper Family, who are quarantined  

 

Our Heavenly Father, 

With schools closed in response to COVID-19 

pandemic, we know many parents have been plunged 

into the role of homeschool teacher.  

As parents and children are distance learning at home - 

together, we ask You to shed patience and grace over 

them and to remember that laughter is good for the 

soul. 

Guide their studies, give the children willing and 

receptive minds. Give the parents the confidence and 

reassurance. Be with them Lord, in their daily work and 

may they be guided by You every step of the way. 

Thank You Lord, and this we pray in Jesus name. 

Amen 

Lord God, 

We applaud and thank You for all first responders, 

nurses, doctors, grocery store workers, delivery 

people, and everyone that is going the extra mile to 

keep us safe during this uncertain time. Give Your 

angels charge concerning them, to guard them in all 

their ways.  Help them to feel the respect and 

gratitude of our communities. 

Give President Trump, Governor Parson, and their 

advisors Your wisdom, discernment, and guidance as 

they lead us through the pandemic. Give them an 

extra measure of strength and help them through this 

difficult time. 

Remind each of us of our responsibility to our 

neighbor, that we consider others in all the decisions 

we make. Above all, we pray that Your will be done. 

In the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we 

pray. Amen. 
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Graduation Sunday will be celebrated 
at St. Paul’s on May 31, 2020 and we 
hope to all be together on that date. 
Either way, our graduates are missing 
much during these historic times and prayers 
for them are always welcome. If you are so 
moved, please use the following list to send 
congratulatory cards to: 
 
8

th
 Grade Graduates: 

 Walker Friedmeyer - 300 S. High St., California 65018 

 Isabella Kincaid - 507 Breanna Blvd., California 65018 

 Riley Zimmerman - 206 College, Bunceton 65237 

 
High School Graduates: 
 Jacob Bleich - 24953 Bacon Bridge Rd., Jamestown 65046 
 Tucker Friedmeyer - 300 S. High St., California 65018 

 Marcus Imhoff - 56781 Little Moniteau Rd., California 65018 

 Trevor Martin - 2497 Long Drive, Clarksburg 65025  

 Pritchett Bennett - 813 Proctor St., California 65018 (son of Tori 

Bennett, graduating from Calvary) 

 Charlie Turner - 54383 Hwy. N, Centertown 65023 

 
College Graduates: 
 Caleb Bleich - 4953 Bacon Bridge Rd.,  Jamestown 65046 

 Sydney Draffen - 57346 Lookout Trail, California 65018 

 Garret Imhoff - 56781  Little Moniteau Rd., California 65018 

 Savannah Jungmeyer - 21769 Carolina School Rd., Jamestown 

65046 

 
Special prayer for two college grads who have also each had to 

adjust wedding plans as a result virus challenges: 

 Sydney Draffen 

 Garret Imhoff 

Sincere apologies if we missed listing any graduates! 

Please let us know if we did. 
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 Milda Hagemeyer, our sister in 

        Christ, was called home to Heaven 
      on Easter Sunday, April 12.  We can only 
   imagine the Easter celebration, with heavenly  
choirs and trumpeters, that she got to enjoy 
as she met Jesus, Savior and Friend. 

As the oldest member of St. Paul’s, at 104 years, 
Milda will be remembered and missed.  She 
attended St. Paul’s Lutheran School, was 
confirmed as a member of the congregation, 
married Oscar at our church, was a Sunday 
School teacher for many years, attended church 
regularly, and was finally laid to rest in St. Paul’s 
Cemetery.   

She was also blessed to witness many of her 
family members celebrate their special events at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

On Sunday, April 26
th
, there was a private family graveside 

service where “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” was sung 
while granddaughter, Sara, played the trumpet.  That song 
expresses the strong assurance that Milda and her family 

share that, because Jesus died and rose for us, we have the 
promise of resurrection. Milda has received that reward!  
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April has been quite unique to say the least. The children have excelled in many ways. We have 

established new routines and they have picked up on them quickly. They know that something “yucky”, 

as they call it, is out there and they don’t want that to come inside at home or day care. Our hands are 

chapped, but our hands are clean. 

The children have been doing many projects around the day care. 

One of those projects has been a garden. We were finally able to 

plant corn, peas, tomatoes, and green beans. The day after planting, 

one of the little ones said, “Hey look, watermelon is already come 

up.” I had to laugh because, we had been throwing our cantaloupe 

and watermelon rinds in the garden for compost. Another project we 

have been working on is building a front flower bed with brick. The 

school age children helped plant flowers. Then one of our parents 

noticed we had a pumpkin sprout in the front flower bed. We are 

eagerly awaiting our pumpkin.  

We were also able to go have an Easter egg hunt at California Care 

Center. The residents enjoyed 

watching the kids collect many eggs and the treasures inside of them. 

Once back at the day care, we talked about those treasures and how our 

main treasure is Jesus. This led to us talking about Good Friday and 

Easter Sunday. Although a few were excited about the Easter bunny, 

most were excited about what Jesus does for us and how he takes care 

of us.  

We don’t know exactly what May will bring, but rest assure we will still 

be here teaching these tiny ones what it means to share and to be like 

Jesus. Loving one another unconditionally and helping our friends. We 

take one day at a time, because we know it can change quickly. Especially 

children full of sugar. 

Continued to page 9 

 

St. Paul’s Child Care Center 
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St. Paul’s Child Care Center 

Continued from page 8 

Thanks to everyone for your continual prayers and support. I will close 

with a description of God by our toddlers (2-5 years old). 

“God wears a white suit with a blue towel or coat wrapped around 

him. He has curly brown hair and is taller than the world.” “He takes 

care of me when I am scared of the rain, thunder and lightning.” 

St. Paul’s Child Care Center 

Sara Hagemeyer Turner,  Director 

(573) 796-1997 



A Note from the Board of Elders 
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The Board of Elders are continuing to monitor the virus and are trying to keep everyone updated 

as often as possible. The pandemic situation is ever changing. This Sunday, May 2nd we will 

have a live stream worship service at 9:00 a.m. via Facebook Live.  Our worship services are 

still being broadcast over KRLL radio. The bulletins for the Sunday services can be found on the 

website under the Bulletin Board at http://stpaulslutheran1860.com/bulletin-board/ .   

When we get a clearance to open the services we may be limited to the number of people we 

can have at a time. We are discussing various opinions if that becomes the case. 

Please continue to check our website or Facebook page for updates. Thanks to everyone for 

your patience while we navigate these complicated times. 

The Deadline for submitting items for the June 2020 

EPISTLE is Tuesday, May 26th. 

 

 

THANK YOU 

When you have to go through difficult and 

challenging times, it is wonderful to have 

family, friends, and a church family who are 

so kind and thoughtful. 

We would like to thank all our family and 

friends for the comforting cards, memorials, 

flowers, and mementos that meant so 

much to us.  A special thanks to Pastor 

Sam Powell who stepped in to officiate at 

the graveside service for our mother and 

grandmother, Milda Hagemeyer.  

May God bless you all. 

Wayne and Karen Hagemeyer and family 

Jim and Mary Hagemeyer and family 

While I continue to work to keep the church database up 

to date, we have some people whom we have lost contact 

with.  If you know how we can get in touch with them, will 

you please let me know.  You can call me at (573) 690-

8782, email me at twilla.duvall@centralbank.net or email 

the church office at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com 

 Don Barok 

 Mitchell Barok 

 Jeffrey & Jaimee Boston (Max & Henry) 

 Jarrett Hatch 

 Allye Simmons 

 Derek Wright 

 Andreu Zink 

 Jeff Wicks 

 Justin Wicks 

 Jude Wicks 

One more favor, it you have moved or if you have a new 

phone number, please let us know. 

Twilla Duvall 

Church Database Keeper Upper 

Lost Contact 

http://stpaulslutheran1860.com/bulletin-board/
mailto:twilla.duvall@centralbank.net?subject=St.%20Paul's%20Lutheran%20Church
mailto:office@stpaulslutheran1860.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Newsletter


With most of us finding we have a little more time on our hands, what are you doing with your time? Are 

you working to improve yourself and those around you? Are you spending more time with God in nature, 

prayer, and/or devotion? Are you taking up a new hobby, learning a new language, watching a new Netflix 

series, or reading new books? Are you catching up on home projects and yard work? Are you reflecting 

how you can better steward your finances/budgeting, or maybe writing letters and thank you notes to 

people you care about? Are you joining Zoom or video calls to “see and visit” family and friends or joining 

a birthday celebration via “parade” letting our friends and family know we are still thinking of and 

celebrating with them while distanced? Are you being a full-time essential worker, homeschool teacher, 

housekeeper or, for many of us, all three? 

 

Maybe you are taking this time to “reset”. While the world swirls all kinds of panic and extreme messages 

of turmoil, there is no better time to immerse ourselves in God’s word. 

 

Stewarding our finances doesn’t take a break, even now when the rest of the world seems to have hit the 

Pause button. Income constraints require us to get a better handle on our finances- tightening our 

budgets and making difficult choices. Our investment balances sway up and down like a teeter-totter, 

leaving some of us uncomfortable while others see it as an opportunity to act while the market is “on 

sale.” Stimulus checks arrive leaving us wondering what’s wise to do with this money: should we send 

10% as our tithe on first fruits, save some for an emergency with all this unknown, put some toward debt, 

donate some to Heit’s Point or another organization facing difficulties in this time, spend it back into the 

local economy, or invest it while the market is “on sale.” Mortgage rates are at historic lows, causing some 

of us to run the math to see when we would break even on closing costs compared to loan interest saved, 

while also decreasing the term of our loan.  

 

While our financial situations vary and we are all impacted one way or another by these times, there is a 

constant for all of us in the midst of the chaos. Our sure hope found in Christ. 

 

In Max Lucado’s book, God Will Use this for Good: Surviving the 

Mess of Life, Chapter 3 is titled, “You’ll Get Through This”. Here is a 

quick excerpt from the book.  

 

 “Through is a favorite word of God’s:  

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;  

And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you.  

When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned,  

Nor shall the flame scorch you.”  

Isaiah 43:2 

 

If while you’re getting through this, you’d like to work on a better financial you, there are some great 

resources available. Check out DaveRamsey.com/Hope, where you’ll find some discounted or free 

resources and even a 14-day FREE trial of Financial Peace University. Dave says this free trial offer is 

likely disappearing soon. There are great, free budget forms and tools available too.  

If you need help with your budget or have questions about your finances, please feel free to reach out. 

My family and I sure miss our church family! 

 

Debra Lake 

Board of Stewardship  

https://www.daveramsey.com/store/hope


For by me your days will be multiplied, and years will be added to your life. 

Proverbs 9:11 

Be devoted to one another in love, honor one another above yourselves.   Romans 12:10 

1st Cecilia Peterson 

3rd Michael Ashley 

4th Noah Kramel 

6th Steve Giese 

 Chuck Inglish 

 Delbert Kaiser 

 Judy Leithauser 

 Jay VanDieren 

8th Chris Jungmeyer 

 Dana Wilson 

9th Klara Cook 

10th Kelci Burger 

 Katy Clifford 

 Henry Hall 

11th David Bleich 

 Trinity Paulson 

13th Andy Ott 

15th Blain Kiesling 

16th Quinton Gano 

 Seth Kincaid 

18th Megan Rodick 

 Jacque Stock 

 Carla Templeton 

19th Ella Percival 

 Diane Weicken 

21st Morgan Clennin 

 Kari Mertens 

22nd Joy Bleich 

 Paula Kopper 

24th Obediah Wolfe 

25th Kelsey Ott 

26th Eddie Phillips 

 Miranda Schnack 

27th Helen Borghardt 

 Misty Creason 

 Jamey Mertens 

28th Ron Kiesling 

 Charley Stock 

 Carrie Wright 

29th Leslie Voigt 

30th Joey Gish 

31st Dean Kiesling 

 Debra Lake 

 Suzie Page 

 Kinley Turner 

 Amy Wilhelm 

  

  

  

  

5/1 Bill & Ruth Maier 

 Marc & Lesha Peterson 

 Mikel & Cecilia Peterson 

5/3 Mark & Susie Crawford 

5/5 Dennis & Doris Fischer 

 Bret & Jessica Voigt 

5/12 Ron & Renee McGowan 

5/14 David & Debbie Opel 

5/18 Justin & Sally Martin 

5/20 David & Teresa Sauer 

5/21 Jay & Debbie VanDieren 

5/26 Daniel & Rebekah Gerlt 

5/28 Connor & Logan Magee 

5/29 Charles & Cheryl Hedge 

5/31 Daniel & Danielle Cook 



“We, the members of St. Paul’s 

Lutheran, saints through Jesus 

Christ, give glory to God for His 

free gift of salvation and 

personally reach out to the 

community and the world with this  

good news.” 

Church Officer Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Child Care Center:    (573) 796-1997 

Church Office:           (573) 796-2735 

Church Basement:    (573) 796-8462 

Dial-A-Meditation:     (573) 796-4754 

“The Lutheran Hour”  -  Sundays 

7:30 a.m.  KRLL  -  1420 AM 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Pastor Evandro Kopper 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

207 N. OWEN ST.    

CALIFORNIA, MO 65018        

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
     

Visit us on our website at stpaulslutheran1860.com  

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.   
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