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Did you know . . . ?  
More than 70% of Africa's 
mountains are found in Ethio-
pia.  Probably due to the high 
altitude in the country, Ethiopi-
ans are famous for being great 
long distance runners. Haile 
Gebrselassie (born April 18, 
1973) is a retired track and road 
running athlete. He won two 
Olympic gold medals for the 
over 10,000 meter run and four 
World Championship titles. 

The Evangel in Ethiopia 

Amharic— to say “Jesus is my friend”, you would say 

ኢየሱስ: ክርስቶስ:ጓደኛዬ:ነው ፡፡ (eyesus christos gwa-day-nya noh) 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

Faithfulness to God’s Word 

This past week, we attended the groundbreaking for the 
new building for the Bible translation training program that 
has started here at the seminary. Lutheran Bible Translators 
(LBT) is largely helping to secure funding for the initial 
building. It is an amazing initiative where students in the 
BTh program are placed in a Bible translation track to be-
come pastors who specialize both in theology and transla-
tion.  It may be the only Lutheran seminary in the world 
that does this. Glory be to God! 
(Left: What a Friend We Have in Jesus was sung at the 
 ceremony in Amharic as printed here—it was beautiful!) 

Addis Ababa—As things are getting 
busy here after the summer break, I am 
again marveling and rejoicing at the 
position our Lord has placed us in and 
the influence His Word is having on 
the church.  The EECMY held its 15th 
Council (a very important annual 
meeting) last week, so all of the church 
leaders were in town.  Many of them 
were former students of mine so for 
me, it felt like a school reunion.  But, it 
also reminded me of how many 
EECMY leaders we have been able to 
teach.  Over half of the synod (district) 
presidents are graduates of our MA 
program, and many other synod and 
seminary leaders are as well.  This 
Council made some very important 
decisions in regard to their biblical faithfulness, even voting to end fellowship with 
another of its longtime liberal partners over doctrinal issues.  The decisions were 
not always easy, but the EECMY leaders knew they were necessary. I thank God 
for these faithful men and their decisions.  
Now, fall semester classes started today, and I am seeing our Lord continue in this 
plan.  I am teaching new student in both the first-year MA and PGD programs.  
Once again, I am teaching more synod leaders, more Bible College faculty mem-
bers, parish coordinators and other leaders in the church. As I began lecturing this 
evening on the inerrancy of Scripture, I wondered how many future annual Coun-
cils will be shaped by these current students. Our God is gracious and His mercy 
keeps flowing upon us. 

Above: Kes Yonas (middle), President 
(EECMY) & Kes Teshome (right), General 
Secretary (EECMY) on the Mekane Yesus 
Seminary campus for groundbreaking dur-
ing 15th Council meeting 



What Have We Been Doing & Seeing Lately? 

Please Pray for: 
- the new MA students 
who are now preparing to 
leave their families —
close to 30 students are 
projected for the MA I 
class 
-continued forward pro-
gress in language training 
and understanding 
-stability in Ethiopia 
-the upcoming travel of 
our East Africa team 
coming to Ethiopia for 
continuing education 

Give thanks For: 

-we found some of the 
needed vaccines for Levi 
-a successful start to our 
homeschool year 
-steady power and inter-
net lately 
-groundbreaking event 

praise God for: 

-our fellow missionaries, 
the Rabe family and Kaisers 
-all of our supporters in 
prayer and finances 
-the new EECMY hym-
nal being printed and au-
dio recordings starting  
-Levi’s first birthday In Service to Christ– Eric, Johanna, Rachael, Naomi, Luke & Levi   

Missions Anyone?       
There are many  
opportunities to serve as 
short-term or GEO mission-
aries. Check out the current 
list and download an appli-
cation at lcms.org/service. 
Click on “Service Opportu-
nities.” 

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to either: 

Mission Central           The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

c/o Gary W. Thies           P.O. Box 66861  

40718 Highway E 16        OR         St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  

Mapleton, IA   51034-7105         Checks payable to: LCMS 

Checks payable to:          Mark Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia 

Mission Central           Give securely online: lcms.org/stinnett 

Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia  

Closing Thoughts . . . Our Lord is always working through His people. 

We remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip ran to him (the eunuch) 

and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand 

what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides 

me?” (Acts 8:30ff)  Thank you in Jesus’ Name for your support of the 

work which God has laid before us. 

From top 
left to 
right: Na-
omi feed-
ing tor-
toises gin-
ger leaves 
at a botan-
ical gar-
den; first 
day of 

school; Levi with 
Addis in our kitch-
en making special 
bread for an Ethiopi-
an holiday; Luke and 
Naomi getting a 
piece of the action 
wrapping the bread 
in banana tree leaves 
for baking on the in-
jera matad; Dr. Bruk 
at the groundbreak-
ing ceremony 
for the new 
building; Eric 
with Kes Yo-
nas (EECMY 
Presiden) who 
brought many 
visitors from 
the 15th Coun-
cil meeting to 
the seminary 
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