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Did you know . . . ?  
“Keremt” (ከረምት) is rainy 
season here in Ethiopia.  In 
Addis Ababa, we average 
114.3 cm of precipitation an-
nually or 45.72 inches for 
those who don’t prefer met-
ric. Since we don’t have a 
clothes dryer, it often takes 
days to try the laundry under 
our carport. Average temper-
atures: highs of 69.8° F and 
lows of  
53.0° F 
for Ju-
ly—a 
nice 
range. 
 

The Evangel in Ethiopia 

Amharic— to say hippopotamus you would say ጉማሬ 

(goo-mah-ray)  

Hippos at Lake Ziway 

Teaching in Tanzania 

Johanna’s Mom and sister had the opportunity to vis-
it this past month. We were able to leave Addis Aba-
ba for a little while and make it out to Lake Langano 
and Lake Ziway to see some of the hippos, ostriches, 
warthogs, Thompson’s gazelle, guinea fowl, Great 
White pelicans as well as many other types of birds.  
Lake Langano is the only lake that is available for 
swimming due to the schistosomiasis (Bilharzia) pre-
sent in all other lakes and rivers in the country. It was 
really great to be able to show off Ethiopia. 

Addis Ababa—It has been a while since 
we sent a newsletter. Our sincere apologies 
for that. I (Eric) was gone for two of the 
last three months due to teaching, traveling 
and working on the PhD that the seminary 
has asked me to do. It has been a great few 
months of teaching and being taught, but 
one topic in particular stands out. 
In our last newsletter, my teaching in Tan-
zania was mentioned, but not explained.  
One bishop in the Evangelical Lutheran 
church of Tanzania (a church of over 6 
million members) became very concerned 
about the quality of the training pastors in 
the ELCK were being given. To ensure that the pastors of his diocese were receiving train-
ing that was true and faithful to the Bible, he created his own training center.  At his train-
ing center, all of the teaching is done by the LCMS or members of his diocese that have 
received advanced degrees from our seminary in Fort Wayne.   
So, during Easter break at MYS, I traveled to Tanzania and taught an intensive course on 
the catechism and teaching in the parish to seminarians and deaconesses-in-training. The 
students were serious and hardworking, but also quite personable and welcoming, which 
made the class a joy to teach. As I toured parts of the diocese and met some of their pastors 
and leaders, I was impressed with their dedication to the truth of God’s Word, their hard 
work and love for the people. I felt blessed to contribute to the Lord’s work there. 
When I was back in Fort Wayne for classes in June, I met with CTS leadership and one of 
the leaders of that diocese (who was also there for classes). They asked me to be one of the 
main speakers at a continuing education conference for all of the pastors of the diocese in 
December. At the end of the conference, I will also have the joy of attending the gradua-
tion and ordination of the students I taught in April. 
I continue to be amazed at the opportunities our Lord keeps giving us to help the churches 
here share the Good News of Jesus with millions of people in Africa.  I thank our gracious 
God that He allows me to be a part of this amazing work and I thank each of you for 
choosing to be a part of it too. 



What Have We Been Doing & Seeing Lately? 

Please Pray for: 
- the new MA students 
who are now preparing to 
leave their families 
-continued forward pro-
gress in language training 
and understanding 
-Eric writing papers for 
the PhD work the semi-
nary has asked him to do 
-stability in Ethiopia and 
wisdom for her leaders 
-that vaccines can be 
brought to the country for 
Ethiopian children and 
Levi 

Give thanks For: 

-the end of power ration-
ing since enough rain is 
here to fill the dam again 
-Eric’s return after 6 
weeks in the US studying 

praise God for: 

-our fellow missionaries, 
the Rabe family and Kaisers 
-all of our supporters in 
prayer and finances 
-the students who gradu-
ated from the Masters 
program and have gone 
back to serve their people 
-visits from family In Service to Christ– Eric, Johanna, Rachael, Naomi, Luke & Levi   

Missions Anyone?       
There are many  
opportunities to serve as 
short-term or GEO mission-
aries. Check out the current 
list and download an appli-
cation at lcms.org/service. 
Click on “Service Opportu-
nities.” 

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to either: 

Mission Central           The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

c/o Gary W. Thies           P.O. Box 66861  

40718 Highway E 16        OR         St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  

Mapleton, IA   51034-7105         Checks payable to: LCMS 

Checks payable to:          Mark Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia 

Mission Central           Give securely online: lcms.org/stinnett 

Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia  

Closing Thoughts . . . Our Lord is always working through His people. 

We remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip ran to him (the eunuch) 

and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand 

what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides 

me?” (Acts 8:30ff)  Thank you in Jesus’ Name for your support of the 

work which God has laid before us. 

From top left to right: Johanna, 
Levi and Mom; Naomi and Levi; 
woman basket-weaving at a shop 
in Addis; Eric at school in Tanza-
nia (TZ); Eric with underprivileged 
children’s group in TZ; Muslims in 
Addis Ababa praying during 
Ramaddan in the streets in June 
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