
 

 

 

 

PROCESSIONAL:   Please rise and face the center aisle as the processional cross passes by. 

 

OPENING HYMN: “As With Gladness Men of Old”                LSB 397 

 
1 As with gladness men of old 

Did the guiding star behold; 

As with joy they hailed its light, 

Leading onward, beaming bright; 

So, most gracious Lord, may we 

Evermore be led by Thee. 

2 As with joyful steps they sped, 

Savior, to Thy lowly bed, 

There to bend the knee before 

Thee, whom heav'n and earth adore; 

So may we with willing feet 

Ever seek Thy mercy seat. 

3 As they offered gifts most rare 

At Thy cradle, rude and bare, 

So may we with holy joy, 

Pure and free from sin's alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to Thee, our heav'nly King. 

4 Holy Jesus, ev'ry day 

Keep us in the narrow way; 

And when earthly things are past, 

Bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide, 

Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

5 In the heav'nly country bright 

Need they no created light; 

Thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

Thou its sun which goes not down; 

There forever may we sing 

Alleluias to our King. 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P:   In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not   

      in us.   

C:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will  

      forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.   

 

C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful  

      and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word,  

      and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left  

      undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we  

      have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve  
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      Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your  

      Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us,  

      and lead us, on so that we may delight in Your will and walk in  

      Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.   

 

P:   Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for  

      His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained  

      servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all  

      your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy  

      Spirit.   

C:   Amen.   
 

+WORD OF GOD+ 
 

PSALM     119:97–104 

 

P:             Oh how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. 

Men:         Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me. 

Women:   I have more understanding than all my teachers, for Your testimonies are my meditation. 

All:      I understand more than the aged, for I keep Your precepts. 

Men:      I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep Your word. 

Women:   I do not turn aside from Your just decrees, for You have taught me. 

Men:      How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

Women:   Through Your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way. 

 

All:       Glory be to the Father and to the Son and  

                  to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now,  

                  and will be forever. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION  

P:     The Lord be with you. 

C:     And also with you. 

 

Pastor:     Let us pray. 

Almighty Father, You have shined on us the new Light of Your Word made flesh, who lived among us. 

Cause us to find in Jesus, this Light, who and what is really important in life, and grant us Your blessing 

as we follow Him; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:             Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: 1 Kings 3:4–15  

(Solomon prays to God for the gift of wisdom.) 
 

4 The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most important high place, and Solomon 

offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the 

night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” 
 



6 Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was 

faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and 

have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day. 
7 “Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a 

little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8 Your servant is here among the people you 

have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. 9 So give your servant a discerning heart 

to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great 

people of yours?” 
10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said to him, “Since you have 

asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies 

but for discernment in administering justice, 12 I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and 

discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 13 Moreover, 

I will give you what you have not asked for—both wealth and honor—so that in your lifetime you will 

have no equal among kings. 14 And if you walk in obedience to me and keep my decrees and commands 

as David your father did, I will give you a long life.” 15 Then Solomon awoke—and he realized it had 

been a dream. 

He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the Lord’s covenant and sacrificed burnt offerings and 

fellowship offerings. Then he gave a feast for all his court. 

 

E:      This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:      Thanks be to God. 

 

THE EPISTLE: Ephesians 1:3–14  

 (We are gifted with God’s spiritual blessings.) 
 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 

realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to 

be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus 

Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has 

freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 

sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and 

understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he 

purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all 

things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 
11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out 

everything in conformity with the purpose of His will,  

12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his 

glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a 

deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the 

praise of His glory. 

 

E:      This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:      Thanks be to God. 

 

P:       The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter 

C:       Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL    Luke 2:40–52  



 (The boy Jesus is found in the temple at Jerusalem.) 
 

40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, 

 and the grace of God was on him.41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the 

Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 43 After 

the festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, 

but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they 

began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back 

to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his 

understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to 

him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for 

you.”49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s 

house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them.51 Then he went down to Nazareth 

with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus 

grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 

 

P:    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:    Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

THE APOSTLES CREED 

 

SERMON HYMN: “Within the Fathers House”                  LSB 410  

 
1 Within the Father's house 

The Son has found His home, 

And to His temple suddenly 

The Lord of life has come. 

2 The doctors of the Law 

Gaze on the wondrous child 

And marvel at His gracious words 

Of wisdom undefiled. 

3 Yet not to them is giv'n 

The mighty truth to know, 

To lift the earthly veil which hides 

Incarnate God below. 

4 The secret of the Lord 

Escapes each human eye, 

And faithful pond'ring hearts await 

The full epiphany. 

5 Lord, visit Thou our souls 

And teach us by Thy grace 

Each dim revealing of Thyself 

With loving awe to trace 

6 Till we behold Thy face 

And know as we are known 

Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

Coequal Three in One. 

SERMON:  “Marks of God’s Wisdom” (Ephesians 1:8) 

 

OFFERTORY                                                                     LSB 192 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

P:    Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for  

        all people according to their needs. 

 

        We pray as this New Year begins for our nation and for all of the  

        people of the world, that there be an end to hostilities and that times  



        of peacefulness and wellness everywhere prevail.  

        Lord of all times and all people, 

 

C:     in mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P:     We pray for all sorts and conditions of people, especially making  

        our petitions for the hospitalized and those who are shut in.  

        We pray for those whose lives are in transition, the unemployed, 

        those who are downcast or grieving, and for all those for whom our  

        intercession is desired, especially Ashley Baker, Bill Bess, Gary 

        Borghardt, Helen Borghardt, Emma Douglas, Gina Foster, Charles 

        Goode, Larry Gish, Joe Green, Karen Hagemeyer, Melissa 

        Hagemeyer, Sherry Hampton, Iris Heck, Ruth Higgins, Dorene 

        Kaiser, Joyce Kiesling, Hailie Leo, Tammy Meisenheimer, Brad  

        O’Neal, Dorothy & Leroy Pritzel, Michael Rex, Fred Schlup Jr, Bryan 

        Sedgwick, David Schubert and Ron Thompson.Lord of care and 

        grace, 

 

C:     in mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

(other petitions and Thanksgiving) 

 

P:      Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and all 

          for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, 

          Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:      Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

BLESSING 

 

CLOSING HYMN: “Go Tell It on the Mountain”                       LSB 388 

 
Refrain: 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born! 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 

O'er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light. [Refrain] 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed our Savior's birth. [Refrain] 

3 Down in a lonely manger 

The humble Christ was born; 

And God set us salvation 

That blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 

 

 

 

 

 



BROADCAST and LUTHERAN HOUR: are underwritten with memorials given in honor of those 

who have gone to Heaven.   

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: are given by St. Paul’s Child Care Center in celebration of 14 years of business.  

We are giving thanks to all who have helped this mission to be possible. 

 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP: 

 

Pastor    Rev.Evandro Kopper 

Elder    Rick Sedgwick 

Usher    Don Johnson 

Cross Bearer   Alexis Diehls 

Acolyte   Flinton Percival 

Organist   Twilla Duvall 

Livestream   Jason Jungmeyer 

 

Church Office Hours : Monday – Friday 

9 am to 1 pm  

 

Visit us on our website at Stpaulslutheran1860.com 

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at Office@stpaulslutheran1860.com 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

Church Council:  Will meet January 5th at 6:00 pm 

 

Voters Meeting:  Election of officers following service January 10th 

 

Board of Trustees:  Will meet January 13th at 6:30 pm 

 

Board of Elders: Will meet January 19th at 7:00 pm 

                                                                 

For Everyone’s safety, please wear protective face coverings when visiting or attending services in our 

church and practice social distancing.  Thank you. 

 

Pastoral Visits:  If you wish to receive private communion or a pastor’s home visit, please contact the 

office or call Pastor K at (573) 462-6953                 

 

Flowers:  A temporary list is posted on Narthex bulletin board. 

 

Wednesday Evening Services: 6:00 pm will continue during the month of January. 
 

Offering Envelopes: are being updated and will be available next week. 
 


