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Did you know . .? 
This is the underside of a 
scarab beetle (Pachnoda ste-
helini) that Luke found in our 
garage. It generally will eat 
fruit or other produce. We 
spent a while admiring it as it 
is only a boring green and 
yellow on its topside. 

Amharic— to say “Christ is born for you (all)!” you 

would say, ክርስቶስ ተወልዶላችኋል! Kristos teweldachewal

Community Health Evangelism Training 

Encouraging Classes Coping with Covid 

In September and October, a Community 
Health Evangelism (CHE) course was of-
fered online which Johanna was able to 
take with other LCMS colleagues. It is a 
beautiful medical missions model with the 
Gospel built in. God-willing we  
will use this model here soon. 

Addis Ababa— This month, I want to 
update you all on our fall semester.  
Working within government guidelines 
to minimize COVID risk, the seminary 
was able to make adjustments that al-
lowed all students to attend live classes 
on campus. I feel truly blessed to do all 
of my teaching this semester in a face-to-
face context were questions can be asked 
and lively discussion and debate can take 
place.  It is the best way to teach and 
learn theology. Also, it is the only way I know to truly develop a trusting 
personal relationship with the students. God has granted this blessing. 
 One problem we are facing is time.  Due to the COVID restrictions, 
we were forced to start late enough that the fall semester will only have half 
of the usual number of weeks. Further restrictions shorten the time for each 
class. This means we have had to pare classes down to the most necessary 
points, use lecture time as efficiently as possible and rely on reading assign-
ments, study guides and out of class assignments to cover the material. 
 This situation has produced a reaction in the new MA students that I 
am really excited about.  On the second week of classes, they approached 
me and said that they had discussed this as a group and realized they were 
missing a great opportunity for learning due to the limits on class time. 
They then asked me if I would be willing to double our class time each 
week so that they could make up the lecture time we were missing. So, now 
my MA 1 class meets for four sessions each week instead of two. These 
students are diligent in completing all assignments, ask great questions, 
have challenging discussions and are dedicated to learning as much as they 
possibly can. It is truly a privilege and blessing to teach them. I thank God 
He has sent me here, and thank you for being a part of all of this as well. 

Outdoor graduation in October 

 



What Have We Been Doing & Seeing Lately?

Please Pray for: 
 the seminary students 

who are near finals 

 a peaceful solution to 
the conflict in north-
ern Ethiopia 

 professors who are 
trying to discern the 
best way to teach in a 
shortened semester 

 peace regarding a date  
for national elections 

  help for farmers 
whose crops were 
devastated by locusts  
and for those without 
food & income 

 Covid issues world-
wide  

 safe/healthy travels 

Give thanks For: 

 school restarting 

 our partners, the Rabe 
family 

 good friends 

praise God for: 

 all of our supporters 
in prayer & finances 

 the ability to be in the 
US for January to see 
family and for Eric to 
take two PhD classes In Service to Christ– Eric, Johanna, Rachael, Naomi, Luke & Levi   

Missions Anyone?       
There are many  
opportunities to serve as 
short-term or GEO mission-
aries. Check out the current 
list and download an appli-
cation at lcms.org/service. 
Click on “Service Opportu-
nities.” 

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to either: 

Mission Central           The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

c/o Gary W. Thies           P.O. Box 66861  

40718 Highway E 16        OR         St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  

Mapleton, IA   51034-7105         Checks payable to: LCMS 

Checks payable to:          Mark Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia 

Mission Central           Give securely online: lcms.org/stinnett 

Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia  

Closing Thoughts . . . Our Lord is always working through His people. We 
remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip ran to him (the eunuch) and heard 
him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” (Acts 
8:30ff)  Thank you in Jesus’ Name for your support of the work which God 
has laid before us. 

From top left: visiting a local Fair Trade 
textile company and learning about dyeing 
fabric; some of the stamps we used for 
Christmas letters—more than 1,650 

stamps!; Luke and Levi; a vervet monkey sitting on the fallen tree in front of 
our house; Eric and Campus Chaplain Gofrey 
at the Mekane Yesus Seminary chapel; 

lcms.org/stinnett

