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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, CALIFORNIA, MO. 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost– October 18, 2020 

SUNDAY SERVICE 

 
BROADCAST: The broadcast of today’s service is underwritten by Vicki Hoback in memory of her father, Ralph 

Kuhlman. 

 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR for today is underwritten by Margery Kuester. 

  

FLOWERS: The flowers for today are given by Sarah Ramer in honor of Skye Jiminez’ 35th birthday. 

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

PROSESSIONAL:   Please rise and face the center aisle as the processional cross passes by. 

 

OPENING HYMN: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                              (LSB 686)                          

 

INVOCATION: 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

P:         Holy and gracious God,  

C:        I confess that I have sinned against You this day.  Some of my sin I know – the 

            thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed – but some is known only  

            to You.  In the name of Jesus Christ, I ask forgiveness.  Deliver me, O Lord  

            according to Your mercy and steadfast love and restore me that I may rest in Your 

            peace.  Amen. 
 

P:         Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and given to us His only 

            Son to suffer and die for our salvation.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ and 

            by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of  

            the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:   May He who began this good work in you bring it to completion in the day of our Lord   

          Jesus Christ.  Peace be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 
SALUTATION 

P:      The Lord be with you. 

C:     And also with you. 
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The Prayer of the Day: 

P:         Let us pray. 

            O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us to pray and have 

            promised to hear.  

            Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may direct and govern our hearts in all things  

            that we persevere  

            with steadfast faith in the confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

            our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

WORD OF GOD 

Psalm of the Day:  Psalm 21 

P: 1I lift up my eyes to the hills.  From where does my help come? 

C: 2My help comes from the Lord who made Heaven and earth. 

P:  3He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.  

C: 4Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  

P: 5The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 

C; 6The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

P: 7The Lord will keep you from all evil; He will keep your life. 

C: 8The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth             

 and forever. 

Old Testament Reading: Isiah 45:1-7   

“This is what the LORD says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of 

to subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their armor, to open doors before him 

so that gates will not be shut:  2 I will go before you and will level the mountains; I will             

break down gates of bronze and cut through bars of iron. 3 I will give you hidden treasures, 

riches stored in secret places, so that you may know that I am the LORD, the God of Israel, who 

summons you by name.  4 For the sake of Jacob my servant, of Israel my chosen, I summon you 

by name and bestow on you a title of honor, though you do not acknowledge me. 5 I am the 

LORD, and there is no other; apart from me there is no God.  I will strengthen you, though you 

have not acknowledged me,   6 so that from the rising of the sun to the place of its setting people 

may know there is none besides me.  I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7 I form the light and 

create darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things.      

E: This is the Word of the Lord                                                                                                                                 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading: I Thessalonians 1:1-10 
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 Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ:  Grace and peace to you.   (Thanksgiving for the Thessalonians’ Faith) 

2 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 3 We 

remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by 

love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers 

and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not simply 

with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we 

lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed 

the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you 

became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s message rang out 

from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known 

everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9 for they themselves report 

what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the 

living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—

Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.                     

E: This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                                

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 22:15-22  

C: Glory be to Thee, O Lord.  

15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They sent their 

disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man 

of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed 

by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is 

it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”  18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, 

“You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” 

They brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose 

inscription?”  21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.  Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is 

Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”  22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left 

him and went away.  

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                           

C:  Praise be to thee, O Christ    

CATECHISM   The First Article 

P:         The First Article of the Apostles’ Creed tells us about the creative work and continuing 

 care of God the Father.  The explanation, written by Martin Luther, further explains the 

 work of God the Father and our faithful response.  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

 maker of Heaven and earth.  What does this mean?                                                                                              
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C: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body 

 and soul, eyes, ears and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still 

 takes care of them.  He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and 

 home, wife and children, land, animals and all I have.  He richly and daily provides 

 me with all that I need to support this body and life.  He defends me against all 

 danger and guards and protects me from all evil.  All this He does only out of 

 fatherly, divine goodness and mercy without any merit or worthiness in me.  For all 

 this, it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.  This is most certainly 

 true.                                                                                                                                                                                            

  SERMON HYMN:      “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                                       (LSB 702)                           

 

  SERMON:   “HOPE” 
               

   HYMN:      “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”                                                        (LSB 549)  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  

P:       Almighty God, You carry the burdens of us all in Your Son, who was wounded for our                

           transgressions.  Deliver the sick from illness, the suffering from their pain, the troubled 

           from their distress and the dying from fear, especially 

             Linda Adrid, Ashley Baker, Bill Bess, Gary Borghardt, Helen Borghardt, Emma Douglas, Gina 

             Foster,Tucker Friedmeyer, Larry Gish, Joe Green, Karen Hagemeyer, Iris Heck, Ruth Higgins, Dorene 

             Kaiser, Joyce Kiesling, Pastor Evandro Kopper, Hailie Leo, Tammy Meisenheimer, 

             Brad O’Neal, Susan O’Neal, Michael Rex, Fred Schlup Jr., Bryan Sedgwick, David Schubert, Wanda 

             Strobel and Ron Thompson.  

             Give us courage and strength in our afflictions that we trust in Your promise and await 

           Your promised healing with patience. Lord, in Your mercy, 
             (Other Petitions and Thanksgiving)   

P:        Almighty God, you have promised never to abandon Your children.  Give us such 

            confidence in Your gracious will that we not abandon You in times of test, grow weary 

            when hope is tried, or listen with itching ears to the false voices who would entice us.  

            Help us always and in all things to hold on to your promises with joy and thanksgiving. 

C:         Amen 
 

Lord’s Prayer ~ Matthew 6:9-13                                                                                                (LSB 196) 
 

BLESSING 

 

CLOSING HYMN: “Spread the Reign of God the Lord”                                               (LSB 830)  

 
 

Go in Peace and Share Christ! 
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 

 

 Pastor Pastor Evandro Kopper 

 Elder Mark Crawford 

 Usher Jack Lake 

 Cross Bearer Alexis Diehls 

 Acolyte Rebekah Inglish 

 Pianist Erin VanDieren 

 Radio Announcer Dennis Woods 

 Livestream Recording Jason Jungmeyer 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

 Tuesday  October 20 10:00 a.m. Bible Study (Church Library) 

   7:00 p.m. Board of Elders Meeting 

 Wednesday October 21 9:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study (Church Basement) 

 Thursday October 22 7:00 p.m. Board of Education Meeting 

 Sunday October 25 9:00 a.m. Worship Service 

    9:00 a.m. Radio Broadcast; Facebook   

    Livestream 

     

SUNDAY SERVICES:  The Church doors will be closed through October 25 due to 

the increase in COVID 19 cases.  We will still offer Livestream, Radio Broadcast and 

Webpage.   
 

 Sunday School Offering:  Our Kingdom Kids Sunday School classes have designated all 

 our offerings for the rest of the year to go to the “Fire Relief Project” to help those 

 affected by the devastating fires in the west.  Anyone can support this project with a 

 check payable to St. Paul’s with “Fire Relief” in the memo.  Checks can be placed in the 

 offering plate, turned in to office or placed in Sara Turner’s mailbox.  We ask God to 

 bless our gifts to this effort. 

 

During this time of COVID distancing, please feel free to drop-off any offerings at the 

church office or in the mail. 
  

 

 Scrip Cards:  St. Paul’s Child Care Center is selling Scrip Cards – order forms are on the 

 table in the Narthex. C&R ($50 or $100); Cals’ ($25, $50,or $100) gift cards are 

 available. Give order to Diane Weicken or Sara Turner. 5% return to Child Care Center. 

 
 OPEN DATES TO SPONSOR: 

 St. Paul’s Radio Broadcast: November 1,8,15 

 The Lutheran Hour: November 1,22 

 Flowers:  November 1,29 

 

 Attendance last Sunday - 112 


