
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of  bread and to prayer.” 

Acts 2:42 
 
 After listening to the Apostle Peter’s sermon on Pentecost Day, something wonderful 
happened to the congregation in Jerusalem. Through God’s Word they received the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, who convicted them of their sin and convinced them of their Savior. Their sins were forgiven. 
Heaven was their home. Their hearts were filled with joy. The spiritual Metanoia took place. It was 
certainly the best day of their lives.  

  After that, the Bible says, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching.” The 
Word of God was their delight. It was the one thing they needed. It was their dearest treasure. 
Therefore, they not only held it in the highest regard, but they also put it into practice. They lived in 
the joy of the gospel. In their worship, fellowship, witnessing, praying, love, sharing, and offerings, 
they thanked God for the blessing of his Word. 

 God’s Word has not changed. It is still the power of God for the salvation of everyone who 
believes. The way of salvation has not changed. Jesus Christ is the only Savior this world will ever 
have. “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind 

by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

  As we are celebrating Reformation, we are reminded the Bible continues to be the only true 
source for direction in this life and hope for eternity. “The Truth will set you Free” (John 8:36). 

 Where repentant Christians gather around the Word of God, regard it as holy, and gladly 
hear and learn it, there the power of the Holy Spirit will be present to lead them into all truth and 
the joy of the gospel. It will lead them into service, into 
spreading the Good News of Jesus our Lord and 
Savior.  

May God Bless us so we can continue His good work. 

Blessings to you! 
Pastor K 
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A Note from the Board of Elders 
We are so glad to have Pastor Kopper back in the pulpit. We know it will take time to get up to full speed, 

but we are glad he is back at it. Reminder, October is Pastor Appreciation month and if you have 

opportunity, show your appreciation. 

 

We are still watching closely the Covid virus and will keep planning according to safety guidelines. 

Unfortunately, this has put a damper on our 160th Anniversary plans. We have discussed several ideas 

trying to figure a way to have a dinner, picnic or some type of fellowship gathering, but we just haven't 

found a comfortable and safe way to do this. So at this time there is no plan to have such an event.  

 

There is some discussion for one more Special Guest Speaker later in the year, details to follow if and 

when they are finalized.  

Report from the Treasurer 
Balances as of 9/30/2020 

Budget 

HOME FUND ($1,189.68) 

Non-Budget 

Building Maintenance Fund $4,562.17 

Cemetery Improvement/Special Projects Fund (Concrete Driveway) $20.288.35 

Elevator Improvement Fund (Receipts: $14,165.61/Disbursements: $8,672.50)$5,493.11 

Good Samaritan Fund $3,181.33 

Van Maintenance Fund $383.72  

Supporting our pastor and his family with regular 

prayer, love and encouragement is the most 

important thing a church member can provide for a 

pastor. Love your pastor as Jesus loves him, and show 

it through regular, tangible acts of encouragement 

such as a simple card or note - all year long. 

The church office is now open from 9:00 
a.m. until 1:00 p.m. weekdays.  There 
were challenges in “manning” the office 
without Pastor, but thanks to many 
helpful hands, the learning curve has not 
been too difficult.  I truly appreciate the 
willing and cheerful assistance I received 
from everyone -  Board members, teach-
ers, congregation members and staff.  I 
am grateful for your patience and thank 
you so much. 

Edwena, Office Manager 



 

 

Welcome back, Kotter...I mean, Pastor Kopper! 

I wouldn’t dream of comparing my fellow church members to the unruly, remedial students known as the Sweathogs 

on the popular 70’s sitcom (although, my wife would probably argue that I fit the “Horshack” profile), but I know I 

speak for everyone when I say that we are super excited for Pastor’s long-awaited return. Please keep him in your 

prayers as he slowly eases back into his church work and continues to gain in strength and energy. 

First of all, I wanted to talk a little bit about this year’s HOME FUND situation. As you might recall, we were fortunate to 

qualify for funding from the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP). That money sustained us through the pandemic 

shutdown. It goes without saying though that our HOME FUND contributions have been lower than normal. For this 

reason and now that the PPP money has run out, we are getting a truer picture of where we stand financially. It takes 

roughly $18,000 a month to cover our normal HOME FUND expenses, and we are falling short of that by an average of 

$2,000 a month. Contributions are typically lower during the summer months anyway, but given this year’s climate of 

uncertainty, I feel like this might be the case for the remainder of the year. With that said, I understand that our 

families are stretched thin, and I would not ask for any more contributions than you are willing and able to make. So, as 

we will be working on the 2021 budget in October and November, I will be asking our boards to look for ways to cut 

back. If you have any questions or ideas on this, feel free to contact me. 

Next, in keeping with my efforts to promote our church boards and committees and provide you with information and 

responsibilities of each, I wanted to take this opportunity to showcase the Board of Stewardship. This was the first 

board I served on shortly after moving to California in 1989. It was an excellent opportunity for me to see first-hand the 

blessings of time, talents, and tithings coming together to serve the gospel. The Board of Stewardship, as outlined in 

our current Bylaws, shall: 

1. Consist of at least six voting members and the Treasurer as an Advisory member. The term of office shall be three 

years. Two members shall be elected each year. A member shall serve no more than two consecutive elected 

terms. 

2. Discover the talents of the membership and enlist them in the congregational program. 

3. Assist in training lay workers. 

4. Work in close cooperation with the Circuit and District regarding stewardship matters. 

5. Work with the Board of Elders in the visitation of new members to make them feel that they are part the 

congregation, and encourage them to become active in the church. 

Continued to page 4 

A note from President 

Jay VanDiern 
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The Ladies Aid 
will have their annual 
outing by eating lunch at 
Burger Haus on October, 
15th at 11:00 a.m.  If you 
would like to join us, 
contact Elaine Ott at (573) 619-6608. They will not 
meet at the church at 1:30 p.m. in only October.  
The November Meeting will be back to 1:30 p.m. 
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President’s Report - Continued from Page 3 

6. Promote through available means Scriptural 

principles of Christian stewardship. 

7. Receive, count, and deposit all financial receipts. 

8. Submit a planned budget at the December 

Voters’ Assembly each year. 

9. See that offering envelopes are made available 

to all communicants for contributions. 

10. Annually review the Treasurer's books. 

As you can see, the Board of Stewardship works in a 

strategical manner to ensure that our congregation 

has the resources to carry out its mission. Your 

current Board of Stewardship members are: Charla 

Friedmeyer, Crystal Ott, Susan Ramer, Drew Dampf, 

Debra Lake, and Taylor Jenkins. Please join me in 

thanking them for the work they do on behalf of St. 

Paul’s. 

The Trustees are accepting 

bids for snow removal for 

the upcoming winter 

months. If you are interested 

in submitting a bid, and 

would like more information, 

please contact Wayne 

Hagemeyer at (573) 632-

8922. Bids will be accepted 

through October 14. 

Dear St. Paul’s, 

I want to express my deepest gratitude for the 

scholarship fund. Your kind words about how my essay 

was thoughtful and very professional means a lot to me. 

Thank you for the well wishes for the rest of my time at 

Missouri State University. I will do my best to make sure 

the money you have given to me is put to good use. 

Thank you once again. 

Sincerely, 

Lindsey VanDieren 

Kingdom Kids Activities 
The Board of Education is pleased to announce 

that we will be starting Sunday School classes for 

Preschool - 6th grade on Sunday, October 4th. 

Social distancing and protective face masks are 

required. 

Zion Lutheran School 

50th Annual “Drive-Thru” Turkey Dinner 

Sunday, October 18 ~ 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Zion Lutheran School Gym - Lone Elm, MO 

7.5 miles south of Boonville of Hwy B 

FREE WILL DONATION 

Proceeds from this event are for school improvements 

Turkey & Dressing, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Green Beans, 

Homemade Pies: apple, pecan pumpkin, coconut cream 
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WHY DO WE VOTE? 
Our tradition of voting is as old as the American republic 

because our government is created by, of and for the people. 

Voting is our method of holding the government accountable 

to the people. Citizens can throw out officials who aren’t 

representing them well, and elect new people who accurately 

reflect their voice. 

Voting is essential for the health of a Republic. The first 

Americans recognized that voting gives citizens an outlet with 

which to express their pleasure or displeasure with their 

officials. It also empowers the citizenry to voice their political 

opinions and effect change in a substantial way. Americans 

disagree with each other on many things, and through voting 

each citizen is able to nudge the nation in a certain direction. 

Voting also helps maintain an informed citizenry. Since the 

citizens are responsible for maintaining their government, 

it is also up to them to know what is happening in their 

government in order to make informed decisions at the 

ballot box. Though campaign commercials can be 

exceedingly negative, they actually help inform the 

American people. Commercials, bumper stickers, campaign 

rallies, door knockers and debates all help American 

citizens know more about their government, and empower 

them to shape American politics to how they see fit. 

Heading into election season, use this opportunity to make 

sure you are prepared to participate in our national 

political conversation.  

Republican candidate Donald Trump’s campaign website says 

“Together, we are rebuilding our nation” and includes the 

slogans “Make America Great Again 2020” and “Keep America 

Great.” It lists Trump’s agenda for a second term and links to 

the “Promises Made, Promises Kept” website, which lists 

Trump’s accomplishments in areas like foreign policy, the 

economy and jobs, immigration, and government 

deregulation. The site gives information about upcoming 

events, offers a link to the president’s Twitter feed, and 

presents videos, articles and press releases about the 

campaign.   

Democrat candidate Joe Biden’s campaign website touts his 

achievements as a senator and vice president and describes 

the “Battle for The Soul of the Nation” and his “Vision for 

America.” That vision includes plans in almost 50 different 

areas, including: “Joe Biden’s Agenda for Women,” “The Biden 

Plan for Climate Change,” “Joe’s Leadership in Times of Crisis: 

COVID-19,” and “The Biden Plan for Health Care.” The website 

includes Biden’s life story, running mate Kamala Harris’ story, 

statements by Biden on a variety of issues, and videos of 

Biden and Harris addressing different topics.    

https://www.donaldjtrump.com/media/trump-campaign-

announces-president-trumps-2nd-term-agenda-fighting-for-you 
https://joebiden.com/joes-vision/# 

Sources: Focus on the Family - The Daily Citizen Guide:  https://dailycitizen.focusonthefamily.com/election-2020-2/ 

Presidential Voter Guide:  https://dailycitizen.focusonthefamily.com/2020-voter-guide/ 

https://www.donaldjtrump.com/media/trump-campaign-announces-president-trumps-2nd-term-agenda-fighting-for-you
https://joebiden.com/joes-vision/
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/media/trump-campaign-announces-president-trumps-2nd-term-agenda-fighting-for-you
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/media/trump-campaign-announces-president-trumps-2nd-term-agenda-fighting-for-you
https://joebiden.com/joes-vision/
https://dailycitizen.focusonthefamily.com/election-2020-2/
https://dailycitizen.focusonthefamily.com/2020-voter-guide/


St. Paul’s Child Care Center 
September has been full of fun and new activities. The children have been working hard practicing their 
manners, walking and not running inside, and when to use a quiet voice. They have all mastered the task of 
washing hands very well and know that germs are yucky. The older kids have been learning their letters and 
how to write their name. Its fun to hear them get all excited when they have written their name all by 
themselves. “I did it!!” For Bible time they have been learning that God made them special, The Creation, and 
Noah’s Ark. We look forward to when we can have chapel time with Pastor Kopper. 

If you haven’t noticed, the two big piles of mulch have disappeared. Thanks to Wayne 
Hagemeyer, the mulch was put into the two play ground areas and spread in other 
locations. We give thanks to him for the hard work of moving the mulch and fixing the 
fences, so the little darlings can’t escape. We also give thanks to David Turner for 
putting in new lights in some of the rooms.  The kids didn’t know what to think when 
they turned the light on and it was so bright. 

We look forward to Fall, as we enjoy the changing of the leaves and to see the beauty 
of God’s creation. The children and teachers are thankful for all that pray for them. 
Prayers are needed for everyone’s health, that we all remain healthy, and in good 
spirits. We also say prayers of thanks for everyone, that they have maintained a 
healthy status. 

In Christ,  

Sara Turner, Director 
St. Paul's Child Care Center 
(573) 796-1997 
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Lance Addison, US Army (wife Patty) 

Stationed in Ft. Bliss in El Paso, TX 

Gary Bleich, MO National Guard 

Doing COVID testing around the state 

Dusty Cox, US Army 

Has been stationed in Korea but should 

be returning to Ft. Leonard Wood soon 

Daniel Cook, US Army (wife Danielle) 

Stationed in Ft. Belvoir, Virginia 

Cory Friedmeyer, US Marine Corp 

Stationed in Africa 

Tucker Friedmeyer, US Marine Corp 

In San Diego, CA in Boot Camp. 

Clayton Percival, MO National Guard  

Helping with COVID testing in Missouri 

Josh Pritchett, US Army 

Stationed in Georgia until he is able to start Army 

Ranger Training 

Bret Voigt, US Army (wife Jessica) 

Stationed in Ft. Campbell in Tennessee 

Andreu Zink 

Stationed in Somalia 

St. Paul’s Military Servicemen 

Please pray for the health and safety of the following military 

servicemen from St. Paul’s. 

If you would like to join us in sending cards, thanks, and 

encouragement to these brave men, please pick up a list of their 

names and addresses in the entry at church. 

California Care Center 

1106 S. Oak Street, California, MO 65018 

Helen Borghardt 

Jerry Kiso 

Valley Park West 

678 Windmill Ridge, California, MO 65018 

Ruth Higgins 

Iris Heck 

Bristol Manor 

605 Park View Drive, California, MO 65018 

Phil Hein 

Tipton Oak Manor 

601 W. Morgan Street, Tipton, MO 65081 

Fred and Ruth Schagemann 

Heisinger Bluffs 

1024 W. Main Street, Jefferson City, MO 65109 

Hugh and Connie Cook 
Apt. 125 

Bill and Ruth Maier 
Apt. 329 

Robert and Dwena Winkler 
Apt. 109 

Home Bound 

Bill Bess 
1115 Hampton Ln, Apt. B, California, MO 65018 

Fred Bleich 
34546 Mr. Hope Road, Lohman, MO 65053 

Marie Gentzsch 
21634 Chapel Rd, Jamestown, MO 65046 

Karen Hagemeyer 
33080 Hwy K, California, MO 65018 

Wanda Strobel 
313 State Road U, Centertown, MO 65023 
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EVENING GUILD 
St. Paul’s Evening Guild met 
Thursday, September 17. 
After our regular meeting, 
we assembled school kits for 
Orphan Grain Train.  

Using a Thrivent Action Team card, applied 
for by Robert Denker for us and along with 
other donations, we assembled 24 school 
kits. We have enough funds left to make 
another 24 kits. Thanks so much, Robert 
and all who donated to this project! 

 

 

Next meeting will be October 15th at 7:00 
p.m. for a special fall painting project led by 
Carol Mesey. We will be directed to do the 
same painting! Yes, you can learn to 
paint!!!  
 
All ladies of the congregation are invited. 
The cost is $20. A sign up sheet is in the 
narthex; call or text Diane Weicken at (573) 
690-6647. Please sign up by October 11. 

Orphan Grain Train (OGT) is a Christian volunteer 

network that shares personal and material resources 

with needy people in America and around the world. 

Orphan Grain Train volunteers gather donations of 

clothing, medical supplies, food, Christian literature, 

and other aid to meet real needs. Since 1992, Orphan 

Grain Train's 27 regional locations have delivered more 

than 3,500 loads of humanitarian aid and food to needy 

people in 69 countries and more than 35 states for 

victims of natural disasters and those living in poverty. 

Grain Train's regional divisions collect, pack and ship 

more than 280 semi-loads of donated clothing, relief 

supplies and humanitarian aid each year. Many 

shipments have been in cooperation with Lutheran Hour 

Ministries, LCMS World Mission, LCMS World Relief, 

and other Christian ministries.  



Announcements and Upcoming Events 
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 KRLL Radio Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the church office.  
Available dates: October 24, November 1, 8, 15, & 22.  The cost is $130. 

 Lutheran Hour Broadcasts:  If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the church office. 
Next available dates are November 1st and 22nd. 

 Flowers for the Altar: Please contact the church office if you would like to add to the beauty of the 
church sanctuary and worship service. Open dates are: November 1st and 29th. 

 Monday Evening Bible Study: This group meets on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Mondays. Study is held from 
6:00-7:15 p.m. at the Jungmeyer’s house (1112 West Cedar, California, MO).  

 Tuesday Bible Study: This weekly study meets in the church library from 10:00-11:00 a.m. and all 
are welcome. Contact leader Steve Weicken by calling (573) 680-2840 should you have any questions.  

 Wednesday Women’s Bible Study: A weekly study from 9:00 – 10:15 am in the Martin Luther Room 
(church basement) for women of all ages.  

 October 4: Board of Stewardship meeting after worship service 

 October 6: Church Council meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

 October 11: Voters’ Assembly meeting following the worship service in the Martin Luther Room 

 October 15: Ladies Aid luncheon at Burger Haus, 11:00 a.m. 

 October 15: Evening Guild Meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the church basement  

 October 20: Senior Saint meeting at 11:30 a.m. 

 October 20: Board of Elders meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 October 22: Board of Christian Education meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

 October 28: Deadline for submitting items for the November 2020 EPISTLE newsletter  

 November 1: Reformation Sunday 

 November 1: Youth Sunday 

Board of  Christian Education 

The Board of Christian Education has been prayerfully planning for a reopening 
of Sunday School for October 4. The board has made plans to have cleaning 
procedures in place, socially distance as far as possible within the classrooms and 
respectfully request the use of masks to protect others. We are thankful to be able 
to resume class. Sunday School has been missed by both students and teachers.  

The board will observe how Sunday School reopening progresses to gauge a start 
for Wednesday evening classes. Prayers from all for safe endeavors back into the 
classroom is appreciated. 



Be devoted to one another in love, honor one another above yourselves.   Romans 12:10 

4th Ralph Dudley 

 Joslin Howell 

5th Janelle Bernard 

 Steven Gentry III 

7th John Fairchild 

 Martha Phillips 

8th Marcus Imhoff 

9th Adalena Kincaid 

10th Amy Volkart 

11th Tricia Gonzalez 

12th Charleigh Creason 

 Christopher Worthey 

13th Marie Wickham 

 Trenton Hall 

14th Lawson Hays 

 Pam Kiesling 

 Grady Martin 

 Lindsey VanDieren 

15th Marc Peterson 

16th Lena Bieri 

 AJ Gadd 

 Rosalyn Garrett 

 Frances Proffit 

20th Mark Dampf 

21st Sidney Draffen 

 Sally Martin 

22nd Mary Bleich 

 Earl Friedmeyer 

23rd Shawn Inglish 

25th Erin VanDieren 

26th Payslie Creason 

28th Jason Jungmeyer 

 Richard Williams 

29th Flinton Percival 

31st Dayla Volkart 

10/5 Jim & Clarice Alexander 

10/10 John & Mary Bestgen 

10/10 Terry & Rhonda Imhoff 

10/10 Kevin & Valerie Jaegers 

10/10 Mike & Amy Volkart 

10/11 David & Elaine Ott 

10/16 Jason & Katie Martin 

10/19 Curtis & Christina Rantz 

10/21 Ethan & Courtney Kunze 

10/22 Richard & Kathryn Williams 

10/26 Chuck & Judy Inglish 

For by me your days will be multiplied, and years will be added to your life.          

Proverbs 9:11 

Happy Birthday 



“We, the members of St. Paul’s 

Lutheran, saints through Jesus 

Christ, give glory to God for His 

free gift of salvation and 

personally reach out to the 

community and the world with this  

good news.” 

Church Officer Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Child Care Center:    (573) 796-1997 

Church Office:           (573) 796-2735 

Church Basement:    (573) 796-8462 

Dial-A-Meditation:     (573) 796-4754 

“The Lutheran Hour”  -  Sundays 

7:30 a.m.  KRLL  -  1420 AM 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Pastor Evandro Kopper 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

207 N. OWEN ST.    

CALIFORNIA, MO 65018        

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
     

Visit us on our website at stpaulslutheran1860.com  

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.   

http://www.stpaulslutheran1860.com
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Lutheran-Church-California-Missouri-89003457046/
mailto:office@stpaulslutheran1860.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Newsletter

