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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, CALIFORNIA, MO. 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost– October 4, 2020 

2020 LWML SUNDAY SERVICE 

 
BROADCAST: The broadcast of today’s service is underwritten by Ralph Dudley in celebration of his 88th 

birthday and the birthday of Joslin Howell (Oct 12). 

 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR for today is underwritten by LMWL in honor of the organization’s missionary work. 

 

FLOWERS: The flowers for today are given by St. Paul’s LMWL. 

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

PROCESSIONAL:   Please rise and face the center aisle as the processional cross passes by. 

 

OPENING HYMN: “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”    (LSB - Page 901)                          

 

INVOCATION: 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES: 

 

P: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock! 

C: You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 

P: Turn again, O God of hosts! 

C: Look down from Heave n, and see; have regard for this vine, 

            The stock that your right hand planted. 

P: Restore us, O of hosts; 

C:         let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

P:          Lord God, You promise grace and every blessing to all who come before You and repent of their sins.  

             Hear us now as we, Your humble children, bring our prayers before You. 

 

In silent prayer, we confess our sins to the Lord, seeking His cleansing forgiveness. 

 

P: Most merciful Father, 

C:        we come before You and admit our sinfulness. In our thoughts, words, and actions, we have failed  

            to do what Your Word demands.  We have not honored You fully with our lives, nor have we  

            loved one another as You have first loved us.  In the name of our loving Savior Jesus Christ, we  

            ask for Your forgiveness.  Because our Savior humbled Himself for our sake upon the cross,  

            enable us in true humility to receive the remission You promise to Your repentant children. 

           Amen. 
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P:        “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven; whose sin is covered.” God the Father has taken  

             our sins and laid them upon our humble Savior Jesus Christ. Because of Christ’s sacrifice, God does not  

             count your sins against you. He has taken them away! He remembers them no more! He preserves and  

             delivers you as His child forever! As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I  

             forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

INTROIT       Psalm 118;22-24 

P: The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 

C: the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

ALL: The Lord has done it this very day; let us rejoice today and be glad. 

 

SALUTATION 

P:         The Lord be with you. 

C:        And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

P:          Let us pray. 

             Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed Him.  Forgive us when  

             we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ,  

             Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,  now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

WORD OF GOD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isiah 5:1-7 (The vineyard of the Lord is judged)      

5 I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: 

My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 
2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines. 

He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well. 

Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit. 

3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 
4 What more could have been done for my vineyard than I have done for it? 

When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? 
5 Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: 

I will take away its hedge, and it will be destroyed; 

I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled. 
6 I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. 

I will command the clouds not to rain on it.” 

 
7 The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the nation of Israel, 

and the people of Judah are the vines he delighted in. 

And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 

E: This is the Word of the Lord                                                                                                                              

C: Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE READING: Philippians 3:4B-14  

4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence. 

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth 

day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as 

for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 

7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a 

loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 

consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 

comes from the law, but that which is through faith in[a] Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the 

basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his 

sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that 

for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of 

it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal 

to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

E: This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                                
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:33-46 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 21:33-46  

C: Glory be to Thee, O Lord.   

33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a 

winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. 
34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 

35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other servants 

to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. 

‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 

38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his 

inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 

40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 

41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, 

who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

“‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 

the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’[a]? 

43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will 

produce its fruit. 44 Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be 

crushed.”[b] 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A4b-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29431a
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A33-46&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23869a
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A33-46&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23871b
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45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them. 46 They 

looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet. 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to Thee, O Christ.   
 

CATECHISM 

 

P: We confess the second Article of the Creed from Luther’s Small Catechism. 

C: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 

hell. On the third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into Heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: What does this mean? 

C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born 

of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and 

won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with 

his holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live 

under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.  This is most certainly true. 

 

 

SERMON HYMN: “Praise, Love, Serve” 

 

Our God and Father, made the earth, And when we went astray, 

Our God, the Son, descended here To take our sins away. 

With His own blood He bought us. He broke the bonds of sin.  

Then God the Spirit came into Our hearts to dwell within. 

 

 

In gratitude we pledge ourselves, To Him with all we have. 

Our hands will work; our voices sing; Our lips proclaim His love. 

His errands we’ll do gladly; His Gospel we’ll defend; 

Our silver and our gold we’ll use — His Kingdom to extend. 

 

Wherever He has need of us, We will His call obey. 

Whenever He calls out to us, We’ll answer right away. 

His will is ours that lost souls Will turn away from sin 

And come to have eternal life Through fellowship with Him. 

 

 

SERMON: “Vineyard for Rent”          Matthew 21 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: “Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart”    (LSB Page - 806) 
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LWML PLEDGE: 

   In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love and His blood-bought gift of redemption, we dedicate  

              ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest  

              fields, we pledge Him our willing service wherever and whenever He has need of us.  We consecrate to  

              our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing his praises, our  

              lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to extend His Kingdom our will to do His  

              will, and every power of our life to the great task of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal  

              fellowship with Him. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P:          In our prayers……  

              Linda Adrid (friend of Eve Thibon), Ashley Baker, Bill Bess, Gary Borghardt, Helen Borghardt, Emma 

             Douglas, Gina Foster, Tucker Friedmeyer, Larry Gish, Joe Green, Karen Hagemeyer, Iris Heck, Ruth 

             Higgins, Dorene Kaiser, Joyce Kiesling, Pastor Evandro Kopper, Hailie Leo, Tammy Meisenheimer, 

             Brad O’Neal, Susan O’Neal, Michael Rex, Fred Schlup Jr., Bryan Sedgwick, David Schubert, Wanda 

             Strobel and Ron Thompson.  

             Grant them grace sufficient to sustain them in their hour of trouble and at last deliver them into the 

             perfect rest of your eternal presence. 

             Other Petitions and Thanksgiving   

P:          Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 

             through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:         Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER ~ Matthew 6:9-13      (LSB - Page 196) 

 

BLESSING 

 

CLOSING HYMN: “Serve the Lord with Gladness”  

 

1. It is He alone 

Who redeemed us sinners, 

Guides us as His own 

To enjoy the blessings 

Of His love and grace, 

Will at last in glory 

Meet us face to face. 

Onward, then, for Jesus! 

Let this be our aim: 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!”  

Glorify His name. 

 

2. “Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

He gave us command 

To proclaim His Gospel 

Now in every land 

So that fellow sinners 

May, like us, be blest. 

Leading them to Jesus, 

We can serve Him best. 

Onward, then, for Jesus! 

Let this be our aim: 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!”  

Glorify His name! 

 

3. “Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

There’s no greater joy 

Than to serve the Master, 

Work in His employ. 

As we build His kingdom 

Angels, too, rejoice 

Over every sinner 

Brought to hear His voice. 

Onward, then, for Jesus! 

Let this be our aim: 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

Glorify His name! 

  
Go in Peace and Share Christ! 
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 

 

 Pastor Pastor Evandro Kopper 

 Elder Rick Percival 

 Reader Sara Turner 

 Usher John Bestgen 

 Cross Bearer Flinton Percival 

 Acolyte Haley Green 

 Organist Don Jungmeyer 

 Radio Announcer Dennis Wood 

 Livestream Recording Jason Jungmeyer 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

 Monday              October 5 6:00 p.m. Evening Bible Study (Jungmeyer’s house)   

 Tuesday  October 6 10:00 a.m. Bible Study (Church Library) 

 Tuesday  October 6 6:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 

 Wednesday October 7 9:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study (Church Basement) 

 Sunday October 11 9:00 a.m. Worship Service 

   9:00 a.m. Radio Broadcast; Facebook Livestream 

    Sunday School 
 

Board of Stewardship:  The Board will meet today after the Worship service. 

 

Kingdom Kids’ Plans: The Board of Education pleased to announce that we will be starting Sunday School 

classes for Preschool – 6th Grade this morning.  Social distancing and protective face masks are requested. 

Church Council:  meets this coming Tuesday evening, October 6 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Voters’ Assembly Meeting:  Next Sunday, October 11, following the worship service. The congregation 

will meet in the Martin Luther Room for the meeting. 

 

St. Paul’s Evening Guild: will meet Thursday, October 15 at 7:00 p.m. for a special fall painting project led 

by Carol Mesey.  The cost is $20; a sign up sheet is on the table in the narthex.  All ladies of the congregation are 

invited.  For information, call or text Diane Weicken at 573-690-6647.  Please sign by October 11. 

 

Host a Missionary: If anyone would care to host a missionary from Brazil for a couple of months, please 

contact Pastor K. 
 

OPEN DATES TO SPONSOR: 

St. Paul’s Radio Broadcast: October 25, November 1,8,15,22 

The Lutheran Hour: November 1,22 

Flowers:  November 1,29 

 

Attendance last Sunday - 103 


