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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, CALIFORNIA, MO. 

Seventh Sunday of Easter– May 24, 2020 

~Ascension Sunday~ 

 

BROADCAST: The broadcast of today’s service is underwritten with memorials from the families and friends 

of members of St. Paul’s now in heaven. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: The flowers on the altar this morning are given by Pastor Evandro Kopper and Melina in 

honor of the birthday of Paula Kopper (May 22). 

 
THE LUTHERAN HOUR for today is underwritten by Margery Kuester 
 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

Processional:   Please rise and face the center aisle as the processional cross passes by. 

 

Opening Hymn:  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (LSB – Page 686)

Stanza 1 

Come, Thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

Call for songs of loudest praise. 

While the hope of endless glory 

Fills my heart with joy and love, 

Teach me ever to adore Thee; 

May I still Thy goodness prove. 

 

Stanza 2 

Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I've come; 

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 

Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

Wand'ring from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger, 

Interposed His precious blood. 

 

Stanza 3 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I'm constrained to be; 

Let that grace now, like a fetter 

Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee: 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 

Prone to leave the God I love. 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 

Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 

Stanza 4 

Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 

I shall see Thy lovely face; 

Clothed then in the bloodwashed linen, 

How I'll sing Thy wondrous grace! 

Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 

Take my ransom'd soul away; 

Send Thine angels soon to carry 

Me to realms of endless day

Invocation: (LSB – Page 184) 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  (Matthew 28:19b) 

 

Confession & Absolution: 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. (Hebrews 10:22) 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

C: who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5)  
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 (Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination) 

 

P: O Almighty God, merciful Father,  

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter suffering and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  

 P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.(John 

20:19-23) 

C: Amen  

 
Salutation: 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day: 

P: Let us pray. O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not 

without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live 

and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

WORD OF GOD 
First Reading:   Acts 1:12-26 

(Matthias chosen to replace Judas) 
12 

Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk
 

from the city. 
13 

When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those 

present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James 

son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 
14 

They all joined together constantly in 

prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
15 

In those days Peter 

stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and twenty) 
16 

and said, “Brothers 

and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David 

concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. 
17 

He was one of our number and 

shared in our ministry.” 
18 

(With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there 

he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 
19 

Everyone in Jerusalem heard 

about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 
20 

“For,” said 

Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms: “‘May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it, 

and,  ‘May another take his place of leadership. 
21 

Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men 

who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, 
22 

beginning from John’s 

baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of 

his resurrection.”
23 

So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and 

Matthias. 
24 

Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two you have 

chosen 
25

 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” 
26

 Then they 

cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord (LSB – Page 156) 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading:   1 Peter 4:12-16 

 (Suffering as a Christian) 
12 

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you. 
13 

But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of 

Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 
14 

If you are insulted because of the 

name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 
15 

If you suffer, it should 

not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 
16 

However, if you 

suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 
17 

For it is time for 

judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those 

who do not obey the gospel of God? 
18 

And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become 

of the ungodly and the sinner?”  
19 

So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit 

themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 

 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.  (LSB – Page 156) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, Chapter 24, verses 44-53. 

 

Response before Gospel:  “Glory to You, O Lord.”  (LSB – Page 157) 

 

Gospel:   John 14:15-21 
44 

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 

written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
45 

Then he opened their minds so 

they could understand the Scriptures. 
46 

He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will 

suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
47 

and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be 

preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
48 

You are witnesses of these things. 
49 

I am 

going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with 

power from on high.”      

(The Ascension of Jesus) 
50 

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 
51 

While 

he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 
52 

Then they worshiped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
53 

And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Response after Gospel:  “Praise to You, O Christ.”  (LSB – Page 157) 

 

Creed:  Nicene Creed  (LSB – Page 191) 

I believe in one God, 

  the Father Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth 

  and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

  the only-begotten Son of God, 

  begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

  God of God, Light of Light, 

  very God of very God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  being of one substance with the Father, 
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  by whom all things were made; 

  who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

  and was made man; 

  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

  He suffered and was buried. 

  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

   and ascended into heaven 

  and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

  whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord and giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

  who spoke by the prophets. 

  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

  and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life  of the world to come. Amen 

 

Sermon Hymn:  “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (LSB – Page 528) 

Stanza 1 

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

My great Redeemer's praise, 

The glories of my God and King, 

The triumphs of His grace! 

 

Stanza 2 

My gracious Master and my God, 

Assist me to proclaim, 

To spread through all the earth abroad, 

The honors of Thy name. 

 

Stanza 3 

Jesus! The name that charms our fears, 

That bids our sorrows cease; 

'Tis music in the sinner's ears, 

'Tis life and health and peace. 

 

Stanza 4 

He breaks the pow'r of canceled sin; 

He sets the pris'ner free. 

His blood can make the foulest clean; 

His blood avails for me. 

 

Stanza 5 

Look unto Him, ye nations; own 

Your God, ye fallen race. 

Look and be saved through faith alone, 

Be justified by grace. 

 

Stanza 6 

See all your sins on Jesus laid; 

The Lamb of God was slain. 

His soul was once an off'ring made 

For ev'ry soul of man. 

 

Stanza 7 

To God all glory, praise, and love 

Be now and ever giv'n 

By saints below and saints above, 

The Church in earth and heav'n.

 

 

Sermon:   “See You Soon"  Luke 24:51 
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Prayers of the Church 

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.  

Almighty and merciful God, we give thanks for Your mercy, especially for the salvation You have 

prepared for the whole world through the suffering and resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Enable us to walk by faith, enduring all trials encountered because of that faith as we deny ourselves, 

take up our cross, and follow Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: We pray that You rule and govern Your Holy Church throughout the world, granting Your blessing to 

all You have called to preach Your Holy Word, in order that we be preserved in the pure doctrine of 

Your saving Word, and that we bear witness to Your saving truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: Give health, wisdom, and protection to all who are in authority of making, administering, and judging 

our laws in order that they rule according to Your goodwill and pleasure. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: Give Your comfort to all who are in trouble, want, sickness, peril of death, or any other adversity. Grant 

courage and steadfastness especially to those who suffer for Your name’s sake, that they receive and 

accept their afflictions in the confidence that You will acknowledge them as Your own, especially: 

 

Ashley Baker, Bill Bess, Gary Borghardt, Helen Borghardt, Emma Douglas, Larry Gish, Joe Green, Karen 

Hagemeyer, Iris Heck, Caitlin Howell, Hailie Leo, Michael Rex, and David Schubert. 

 

P: Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

 (Other Thanksgivings and Petitions ) 

Paula Kopper (birthday this month). 

 

P: We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your Church on earth who 

now rest from their labors. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints and bring us at last to the joys of 

Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Preface: (LSB – Page 194) 

P: The Lord be with you. (2 Timothy 4:22) 

C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts. (Colossians 3:1) 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. (Psalm 136) 

C:  It is meet and right so to do. 

 

Sanctus ~ Holy, Holy, Holy (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9) (LSB – Page 195) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;  

heavens and earth are full of Thy glory.  

Hosana, hosana, hosana in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is  



Page - 6 - of 9 

 

He that cometh in the name of the Lord.  

Hosana, hosana, in the highest. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer ~ Matthew 6:9-13 (LSB – Page 196) 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

  Hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, 

  Thy will be done on earth 

   as it is in heaven; 

  give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

  And the power and the glory 

  Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

 

Pax Domini ~ The Peace of the Lord (John 20:19) (LSB – Page 197) 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei ~ Lamb of God (John 1:29) (LSB – Page 198) 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  

Amen  

 

Communion Hymn:  “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” (LSB – Page 623) 

Stanza 1 

Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray 

That we may feast on You today; 

Beneath these forms of bread and wine 

Enrich us with Your grace divine. 

 

Stanza 2 

Give us, who share this wondrous food, 

Your body broken and Your blood, 

The grateful peace of sins forgiv'n, 

The certain joys of heirs of heav'n. 

Stanza 3 

By faith Your Word has made us bold 

To seize the gift of love retold; 

All that You are we here receive, 

And all we are to You we give. 

 

Stanza 4 

One bread, one cup, one body, we, 

Rejoicing in our unity, 

Proclaim Your love until You come 

To bring Your scattered loved ones home. 

 

Stanza 5 

Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: 

O keep us steadfast till that day 

When each will be Your welcomed guest 

In heaven's high and holy feast. 
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Nunc Dimittis ~ Song of Simeon (LSB – Page 199) 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before  

the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy  

people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

 

Salutaton and Benedicamus 

P: The Lord be with you. (2 Timothy 4:22) 

C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Bless we the Lord. (Psalm 103:1) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.    

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace.  (Numbers 6:24-26) 

C: Amen, amen, amen. 

 
Closing Hymn:  “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”  (LSB – Page 685) 

Stanza 1 
Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow His example pure,  

Through a world that would deceive us And to sin our spirits lure.  

Onward in His footsteps treading, Pilgrims here, our home above,  

Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Father’s bidding.  

Faithful Lord, with me abide; I shall follow where You guide.  

 

Stanza 2 
Let us suffer here with Jesus And with patience bear our cross.  

Joy will follow all our sadness; Where He is, there is no loss.  

Though today we sow no laughter, We shall reap celestial joy;  

All discomforts that annoy Shall give way to mirth hereafter.  

Jesus, here I share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to know.  

 

Stanza 3 
Let us gladly die with Jesus, Since by death He conquered death,  

He will free us from destruction, Give to us immortal breath.  

Let us mortify all passion That would lead us into sin;  

And the grave that shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heaven.  

Jesus, here with You I die, There to live with You on high.  

 

Stanza 4 
Let us also live with Jesus, He has risen from the dead  

That to life we may awaken, Jesus, You are now our head.  

We are Your own living members; Where You live, there we shall be  

In Your presence constantly, Living there with You forever.  

Jesus, let me faithful be, Life eternal grant to me. 

 

 
Go in Peace and Share Christ! 
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ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 

 Pastor Evandro Kopper 

 Elders Rick Percival, Les Harrison (6:30 p.m. Saturday) 

  Scott Volkart, Brad Friedmeyer (8:00 a.m. Sunday) 

  Mark Crawford, Scott Volkart (10:00 a.m. Sunday) 

 Ushers Jack Lake, Don Johnson, Steven Gentry, Kurt Bleich 

 Radio Announcer Dennis Woods 

 Organist Jason Jungmeyer 

 Livestream Recording Paula Kopper 

.................................................................................................................................................................................... 

THIS WEEK 

 Monday May 25 (all day) Memorial Day 

 Mon-Fri May 26-29 5:00 -7:30 p.m. Vacation Bible School 

 Friday May 29 10:00 a.m. Child Care Chapel 

 Saturday May 30 6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

 Sunday May 31 8:00 a.m. Worship Service 

   10:00 a.m. Worship Service (recognition of Graduates)  

   10:00 a.m. Facebook Livestream 

.................................................................................................................................................................................... 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CANCELLATIONS: Please continue to check our website and Facebook page for the most up to date 

information. 

 

MEETINGS: Beginning May 11, 2020, various Boards can begin having their regular meetings. All Social 

Distancing regulations should be followed. 

 

GRADUATION SUNDAY will be celebrated on May 31, 2020 during the 10:00 a.m. worship service. All 

members of the congregation who have graduated this past year from grade school (8
th

), high school or 

college/technical school are asked to notify the church office AS SOON AS POSSIBLE by calling (573) 796-

2735 or emailing office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.  

 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: St. Paul’s is seeking a Part-Time Office Manager for approximately 20 

hours a week (9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday through Friday). The Office Manager will support the ministry of the 

church by serving as the welcoming face of St. Paul’s and will also work closely with the Pastor, Church 

Officers, Church Boards, Committees, Daycare Director, Youth Director, Sunday School Superintendent, other 

employees, and the congregation as a whole. A full job description for this position can be found on the Bulletin 

Board page on our website or can be emailed or mailed upon request.  It will also be posted on the bulletin 

board in the church library.  If interested, please reply by email to office@stpaulslutheran1860.com or call the 

church office at (573) 796-2735 and leave a message. 

 

ELEVATOR IMPROVEMENT FUND: The elevator is currently inoperable and we are taking donations to 

the “ELEVATOR INPROVEMENT FUND” to fund repairs. We would greatly appreciate any contributions 

you might be able to make over the coming months. Should you have any questions, please contact a member of 

the Board of Trustees or the church office. 

 

file:///C:/Users/Charla/Documents/WORK/OneDrive/SPLC/Bulletins/office@stpaulslutheran1860.com
http://stpaulslutheran1860.com/bulletin-board/
http://stpaulslutheran1860.com/bulletin-board/
file:///C:/Users/Charla/Documents/WORK/OneDrive/SPLC/Bulletins/office@stpaulslutheran1860.com
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DONATIONS NEEDED: The California Area Lutherans for Life will be collecting baby items and disposable 

diapers from now until the last Sunday in June.  We would appreciate any donations – they will be given 

locally. Please place your donations in the box in the Narthex. Please direct any questions to Elaine Ott. 

 

ALL WELCOME TO JOIN VBS MAY 26-29, 2020: Are you ready for a ROAD TRIP?! Join us for St. 

Paul's Lutheran Vacation Bible School, the Intersection of Faith and Fun! Let's come together in our vehicles as 

we learn God's rules for the road through a bible story, songs, a snack, games, and something to create! We will 

convoy each evening for approximately 30 minutes. Following our convoy each evening, you can participate in 

an optional Bible-Style Road Rally on your own with your family. Don't have kids within VBS age? This non-

traditional VBS is perfect for you! Please still register. Your Roadside Kit will be different than those for kids. 

 

REGISTRATION: For each vehicle, please email names of adults, names and ages of kids, if you will attend all 

4 evenings, or which evenings you can attend to VBSStPauls1860@gmail.com. We will also use this email to 

contact you regarding any changes due to weather or guidelines for Moniteau County. We would like to have 

your registration ASAP so we can have materials for you. We can't wait to see you! 

(VBS info continues on next page) 

TRAVEL ITINERARY:  

May 26th NO PARKING, keep following Jesus: From the eyes of a child, Let the Little Children Come to Me 

(Rebekah Inglish) 

May 27th ONE WAY to heaven: Walking on Water told by Peter (William Inglish) 

May 28th STOP to help others: The Good Samaritan story from the victim's perspective (Steve Weicken) 

May 29th GO Share the Good News: The resurrection story as told by Mary Magdelene (Jeanette Baquet) 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICE INFORMATION: As we work towards fully reopening, we will offer 

three (3) services per week:  

Saturday at 6:30 p.m. beginning May 16, 2020 

Sunday at 8:00 a.m. beginning May 17, 2020 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m., beginning May 17, 2020 

(At this time we will not be holding Sunday School) 

You are encouraged to wear a protective mask if you choose, but this will not be mandatory. 

  

SCRIP CARDS: Order scrip cards (gift cards) for your normal shopping needs and gifts, and support St. Paul’s 

Child Care Center at the same time! C&R and Cal’s gift cards can be ordered by emailing 

office@stpaulslutheran1860.com. Thank you so much to those who have supported the daycare by buying scrip 

cards.  

 

OPEN DATES TO SPONSOR: 

St. Paul’s Radio Broadcast: May 31 and June 7, 14, 21, & 28 

The Lutheran Hour: June 7, 14, 21, & 28 

Flowers: May 31 and June 7, 21, & 28 

 

The Church Office is Currently Closed 

(Please leave a message if you are in need of Pastoral care or have questions about other church matters.) 

Visit us on our website at www.stpaulslutheran1860.com  

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.   

mailto:VBSStPauls1860@gmail.com
mailto:office@stpaulslutheran1860.com

