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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, CALIFORNIA, MO. 

Sixth Sunday of Easter– May 17, 2020 

 
BROADCAST: The broadcast of today’s service is underwritten with memorials from the families and friends 

of members of St. Paul’s now in heaven. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: The flowers on the altar this morning are given by Wayne & Karen Hagemeyer in 

memory of the birthday of Florence Inman (May 5), and in honor of the birthdays of Mary Hagemeyer (May 5), 

Cataleya Lewis (May 25), and Joey Gish (May 30). 

 
THE LUTHERAN HOUR for today is underwritten by St. Paul’s Evening Guild. 
 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

Processional:   Please rise and face the center aisle as the processional cross passes by. 

 

Opening Hymn:  “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” (LSB – Page 466)

Stanza 1 

Christ has arisen, alleluia. 

Rejoice and praise Him, alleluia. 

For our Redeemer burst from the tomb, 

Even from death, dispelling its gloom.  

 

Refrain 

Let us sing praise to Him with endless 

joy; 

Death’s fearful sting He has come to 

destroy. 

Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 

Jesus is living, alleluia! 

 

Stanza 2 

For three long days the grave did its 

worst 

Until its strength by God was dispersed. 

He who gives life did death undergo; 

And in its conquest His might did show. 

Refrain 

 

Stanza 3 

The angel said to them, “Do not fear! 

You look for Jesus who is not here. 

See for yourselves the tomb is all bare; 

Only the grave cloths are lying there.” 

Refrain 

 

Stanza 4 

 “Go spread the news: He’s not in the 

grave;  

He has arisen this world to save. 

Jesus’ redeeming labors are done; 

Even the battle with sin is won.” 

Refrain 

 

Stanza 5 

Christ has arisen; He sets us free;  

Alleluia, to Him praises be. 

Jesus is living! Let us all sing;  

He reigns triumphant, heavenly King. 

Refrain 

 

Invocation: (LSB – Page 151) 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  (Matthew 28:19b) 
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Confession & Absolution: 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.   

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness.   (1 John 1:8-9) 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination) 

 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.   

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We 

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 

ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.   

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.   (John 20:19-23) 

C: Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all 

our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and 

bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord who has begun     this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.    

C: Amen. (John 1:12; Philippians 1:6) 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

Kyrie:  Lord Have Mercy (Mark 10:47) (LSB – Page 152) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.   

C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.   

C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord.   

C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.   

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

C: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day: 

P: Let us pray. God our Father, You protect Your children from all that would harm our salvation. Give us 

the courage of faith and love toward You, that we have boldness to live for You and confess Your holy 

name before all; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

WORD OF GOD 
First Reading:   Acts 17:16-31 

16 
While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of 

idols. 
17 

So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the 
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marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. 
18 

A group of Epicurean and Stoic 

philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is this babbler trying to say?” 

Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign gods.” They said this because Paul was preaching 

the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 
19 

Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of 

the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are 

presenting? 
20 

You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know what they 

mean.” 
21 

(All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but 

talking about and listening to the latest ideas.) 
22 

Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and 

said: “People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 
23 

For as I walked around and 

looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN 

GOD. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 
24 

“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live 

in temples built by human hands. 
25 

And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. 

Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 
26 

From one man he made all the 

nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and 

the boundaries of their lands. 
27 

God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him 

and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 
28 

‘For in him we live and move and have our 

being.’
 
As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 

29 
“Therefore since we are God’s 

offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by 

human design and skill. 
30 

In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent. 
31 

For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has 

appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord (LSB – Page 156) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading:   1 Peter 3:13-22 
13 

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 
14 

But even if you should suffer for what is 

right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 
15 

But in your hearts revere 

Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 

the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 
16 

keeping a clear conscience, so that 

those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their 

slander. 
17 

For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 
18 

For Christ 

also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in 

the body but made alive in the Spirit. 
19 

After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the 

imprisoned spirits— 
20 

to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of 

Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 
21 

and 

this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the 

pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
22 

who has 

gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.  (LSB – Page 156) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, Chapter 14, verses 15-21. 

 

Response before Gospel:  “Glory to You, O Lord.”  (LSB – Page 157) 
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Gospel:   John 14:15-21 
15 

“If you love me, keep my commands. 
16 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

advocate to  help you and be with you forever— 
17 

the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 

him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 

you. 
18 

I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 
19 

Before long, the world will not see me 

anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.  
20 

On that day you will realize that I am 

in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.  
21 

Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the 

one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show 

myself to them.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Response after Gospel:  “Praise to You, O Christ.”  (LSB – Page 157) 

 

Creed:  Apostles’ Creed  (LSB – Page 159) 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. 

  The third day He rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven 

  and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sermon Hymn:  “I Am Content! My Jesus Ever Lives” (LSB – Page 468) 

 

Stanza 1 

 I am content! My Jesus ever lives, 

In whom my heart is pleased. 

He has fulfilled the Law of God for me, 

God's wrath He has appeased. 

Since He in death could perish never, 

I also shall not die forever. 

I am content! I am content! 

 

Stanza 2 

I am content! My Jesus is my head; 

His member I shall be. 

He bowed His head when on the cross He 

died 

With cries of agony. 

Now death is brought into subjection 

For me by Jesus' resurrection. 

I am content! I am content! 

 

 

 

 

(continued on next page)
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Stanza 3 

I am content! My Jesus is my light, 

My radiant sun of grace. 

His cheering rays beam blessings forth for all, 

Sweet comfort, hope, and peace. 

This Easter sun has brought salvation 

And everlasting exultation. 

I am content! I am content! 

Stanza 4 

I am content! At length I shall be free, 

Awakened from the dead, 

Arising glorious evermore to be 

With You, my living head. 

The chains that hold my body, sever; 

Then shall my soul rejoice forever. 

I am content! I am content!

 

 

Sermon:   “I Will Not Leave Desolate"  John 14:18 

 

Prayers of the Church 

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. Send 

Your Spirit upon those called to preach, proclaim, and teach Your life-giving Word. Guide all pastors, 

teachers, and servants of the Church to be faithful in word and deed. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: To all who bear the authority of government in our land, give Your blessing, that tranquility and peace 

rule our days. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: When suffering for Your truth comes our way, remind us of the certain victory that is ours by our 

Baptism into Christ. Give us the vision of Your mercy and grace, that we endure any opposition to the 

true faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: Visit with Your peace and healing all who suffer illness, injury, or any painful difficulty, especially: 

 

Ashley Baker, Bill Bess, Gary Borghardt, Helen Borghardt, Emma Douglas, Larry Gish, Joe Green, Karen 

Hagemeyer, Iris Heck, Caitlin Howell, Hailie Leo, Michael Rex, and David Schubert. 

 

P: Let not their hearts be troubled or weighed down with any fear, but lift their eyes to Your sure and 

certain promises of eternal life and joy. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

 (Other Thanksgivings and Petitions ) 

Mary Hagemeyer, Cataleya Lewis, and Joey Gish (birthdays this month). 

 

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (LSB – Page 162) 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

  Hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, 

  Thy will be done on earth 

   as it is in heaven; 

  give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

   as we forgive those 
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   who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

  And the power and the glory 

  Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 
Closing Hymn:  “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”  (LSB – Page 461) 

Stanza 1 
I know that my Redeemer lives; 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 

He lives, my ever-living head. 

Stanza 2 
He lives triumphant from the grave; 

He lives eternally to save; 

He lives all-glorious in the sky; 

He lives exalted there on high. 

Stanza 3 
He lives to bless me with His love; 

He lives to plead for me above; 

He lives my hungry soul to feed; 

He lives to help in time of need. 

Stanza 4 
He lives to grant me rich supply; 

He lives to guide me with His eye; 

He lives to comfort me when faint; 

He lives to hear my soul's complaint. 

                                                                          

Stanza 5 
He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

Stanza 6 
He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly Friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I'll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

Stanza 7 
He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

Stanza 8 
He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives; 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 

 
Go in Peace and Share Christ! 

 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 

 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 

 Pastor Evandro Kopper 

 Elders Rick Percival, Brad Friedmeyer (6:30 p.m. Saturday) 

  Scott Volkart, Rick Sedgwick (8:00 a.m. Sunday) 

  Mark Crawford, Les Harrison (10:00 a.m. Sunday) 

 Radio Announcer Jack Lake 

 Livestream Recording Paula Kopper 
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THIS WEEK 

STAY HOME 

Read the Bible 

PRAY 

Help people in need! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CANCELLATIONS: Please continue to check our website and Facebook page for the most up to date 

information. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE: The church office remains closed indefinitely but email, voicemail and Facebook 

messages are being closely monitored. Please leave a message if you are in need of Pastoral care or have 

questions about other church matters. Many thanks for your patience! 

 

MEETINGS: Beginning May 11, 2020, various Boards can begin having their regular meetings. All Social 

Distancing regulations should be followed. 

 

USHER MEETING: The Board of Elders would like to meet with Ushers on Tuesday, May 19th at 6:00 p.m. 

to go over changes to their duties during upcoming services. 

 

EVENING GUILD will meet on Thursday, May 21 at 7:00 p.m. in the Bethany Room (practicing social 

distancing). On the agenda will be giving direction to our online Missouri LWML convention delegate, Sara, on 

how to vote for officers and grants as well as plans for the future. Also, please bring your mites! Only come if 

you are comfortable in doing so! Most important is your safety. We will have light snacks but would like you to 

bring your own drink. God bless and be safe! 

 

ADDITIONAL GRADUATE: We offer our sincere apologies to Anna Thibon and her family. She was 

inadvertently left off of the list of graduates in the May Epistle. Anna will be graduating from Missouri State 

University with a major in Fashion Merchandising and Product Development with minors in Marketing as well 

as Advertising & Promotion. Those who wish to send her a congratulatory card may use the address: 57606 

Connor Road, California, MO  65018. If any other graduates were missed, please notify the office! 

 

GRADUATION SUNDAY will be celebrated on May 31, 2020. While we are not yet sure if this will be during 

the worship service or with some degree of social distancing, we would like to include all graduates! All 

members of the congregation who have graduated this past year from grade school (8
th

), high school or 

college/technical school are asked to notify the church office by calling (573) 796-2735 or emailing 

office@stpaulslutheran1860.com by May 20 if possible. We would be pleased to acknowledge these important 

milestones on Graduation Sunday! 

 

OFFERINGS: For those not comfortable or able to attend services in person, we are asking that you 

prayerfully continue to support our church with your financial offerings which can be mailed to: St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church, 207 N. Owen St., California, MO 65018. Members are also able to set up an automatic ACH 

withdrawal which is a convenient way to give regularly and consistently. If you would like to set up a regular 

automatic offering, you may download the ACH Withdrawal Authorization Form on our church website 

(Bulletin Board page) and submit it to the church office by mail OR contact our Treasurer, Debbie VanDieren, 

at (573) 619-9206 or via email at treasurer@stpaulslutheran1860.com for assistance. 

file:///C:/Users/Charla/Documents/WORK/OneDrive/SPLC/Bulletins/office@stpaulslutheran1860.com
http://stpaulslutheran1860.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/ACHform.pdf
mailto:treasurer@stpaulslutheran1860.com
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICE INFORMATION: As a condition of reopening, churches will only be 

allowed to operate at 25% of their capacity – this requirement puts St. Paul’s at somewhere around 75 people 

allowed at a service. To comply with this, and assuming no other restrictions are announced, we will offer three 

(3) services per week:  

 

Saturday at 6:30 p.m. beginning May 16, 2020 

Sunday at 8:00 a.m. beginning May 17, 2020 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m., beginning May 17, 2020 

(At this time we will not be holding Sunday School) 

 

Senior saints, or any members with a compromised immune system, are encouraged to attend the 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday service. In the event that we would exceed our 75 person limit at any one service, other arrangements 

will be made.  

 

The choir loft is a confined area and should only be used by the organist, musicians and video recorder. 

Socializing in the Narthex should be minimized. Please try to keep the area in front of the mailboxes open. 

 

During this trial period, entrance to the church will be through the front doors only. All other doors will remain 

locked. We ask that you try to refrain from physical contact such as handshaking, hugging, etc. while we are 

going through this trial (and a trial it has been)! You are encouraged to wear a protective mask if you choose, 

but this will not be mandatory. 

  

ALL WELCOME TO JOIN VBS MAY 26-29, 2020: Are you ready for a ROAD TRIP?! Join us for St. 

Paul's Lutheran Vacation Bible School, the Intersection of Faith and Fun! Let's come together in our vehicles as 

we learn God's rules for the road through a bible story, songs, a snack, games, and something to create! We will 

convoy each evening for approximately 30 minutes. Following our convoy each evening, you can participate in 

an optional Bible-Style Road Rally on your own with your family. Don't have kids within VBS age? This non-

traditional VBS is perfect for you! Please still register. Your Roadside Kit will be different than those for kids. 

 

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS: Upon arrival, a volunteer with a face mask will give you your Roadside Kit with 

items needed for participation. We will then direct you to a parking space behind the church. Each family will 

stay in their assigned parking space, sitting on their tailgate or lawn chairs. An empty parking space will be 

between each vehicle; vehicle groups will need to maintain their distance from other families. The church will 

not be open and there will be no restrooms available. 

 

TIME TBD: Registrations will determine the number of convoys each evening. Once we have an idea of 

interest, we will email you your convoy timeslot that you will use every evening, such as 5:00, 6:00, or 7:00, 

with each convoy lasting about 30 minutes.  

 

TRAVEL ITINERARY:  

May 26th NO PARKING, keep following Jesus: From the eyes of a child, Let the Little Children Come to Me 

by Rebekah Inglish 

May 27th ONE WAY to heaven: Walking on Water told by Peter William Inglish 

May 28th STOP to help others: The Good Samaritan story from the victim's perspective Steve 

May 29th GO Share the Good News: The resurrection story as told by Mary Magdelene Jeanette 

 

REGISTRATION: For each vehicle, please email names of adults, names and ages of kids, if you will attend all 

4 evenings, or which evenings you can attend to VBSStPauls1860@gmail.com. We will also use this email to 

contact you regarding any changes due to weather or guidelines for Moniteau County. We would like to have 

your registration ASAP so we can have materials for you. We can't wait to see you! 

mailto:VBSStPauls1860@gmail.com
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ELEVATOR IMPROVEMENT FUND: For years, our church has enjoyed the convenience of an elevator. It 

is an essential resource and is used by many members to access the different levels of our facility. The elevator 

is currently inoperable and we have made the decision to repair and upgrade our existing elevator as opposed to 

replacing it with a new unit. Our goal is to impact the church treasury as little as possible so an “ELEVATOR 

INPROVEMENT FUND” has been established for this purpose. We would greatly appreciate any contributions 

you might be able to make over the coming months. Should you have any questions, please contact a member of 

the Board of Trustees or the church office. 

 

SCRIP CARDS: Order scrip cards (gift cards) for your normal shopping needs and gifts, and support St. Paul’s 

Child Care Center at the same time! C&R and Cal’s gift cards can be ordered by emailing 

office@stpaulslutheran1860.com. Thank you so much to those who have supported the daycare by buying scrip 

cards.  

 

OPEN DATES TO SPONSOR: 

St. Paul’s Radio Broadcast: May 24 & 31 and June 7, 14, 21, & 28 

The Lutheran Hour: June 7, 14, 21, & 28 

While we cannot count how many lives have been touched by the Radio Ministry of St. Paul’s, your continued 

financial support provides a way for our church to spread the Gospel to our community every week on KRLL 

Radio (1420AM). Funding a full broadcast is wonderful but smaller gifts are always very welcome! The cost is 

$130.00 for Sunday worship service and $85 for The Lutheran Hour. If you would like to be a sponsor, please 

contact the church office at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com or leave a message at (573) 796-2735. You may 

also mail a gift to: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Radio Ministry, 207 North Owen Street, California, MO  65018. 

  

Flowers: May 24 & 31 and June 7, 21, & 28 

While we are not meeting in person to worship as we normally do, those who wish to provide flowers in honor, 

in memory or in celebration of loved ones may still do so. They will be enjoyed during the Facebook 

Livestream by viewers far and wide. If you would like to provide flowers for a Sunday service, please reserve a 

date by calling the church office at (573) 796-2735 to leave a message or email 

office@stpaulslutheran1860.com. 

 

The Church Office is Currently Closed 

Visit us on our website at www.stpaulslutheran1860.com  

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.   

mailto:office@stpaulslutheran1860.com
mailto:office@stpaulslutheran1860.com
mailto:office@stpaulslutheran1860.com

