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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, CALIFORNIA, MO. 

Fifth Sunday of Easter– May 10, 2020 

~ Mother’s Day ~ 

 
BROADCAST: The broadcast of today’s service is underwritten with memorials from the families and friends 

of members of St. Paul’s now in heaven. 

 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR for today is underwritten by Margery Kuester. 
 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

Processional:   Please rise and face the center aisle as the processional cross passes by. 

 

Opening Hymn:  “Holy, Holy, Holy” – Stanzas 1 & 2 (LSB – Page 507)

Stanza 1 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Stanza 2 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 

Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 

 

Invocation: (LSB – Page 184) 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  (Matthew 28:19b) 

 

Confession & Absolution: 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. (Hebrews 10:22) 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

C: who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5)  

 

 (Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination) 

 

P: O Almighty God, merciful Father,  

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter suffering and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  
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 P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.(John 

20:19-23) 

C: Amen  

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

Kyrie:  Lord Have Mercy (Mark 10:47) (LSB – Page 152) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.   

C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.   

C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord.   

C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.   

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

C: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day: 

P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Father and our eternal Savior, hear the prayers of Your people 

especially for our deliverance when called to suffer for Your sake. Deliver us and all our persecutors 

from the just judgment of our sins, and receive us into the eternal mansions prepared for us; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

WORD OF GOD 

 

First Reading:   Acts 6:1-10; 7:1-2; 7:54-60 

In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them 

complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 

distribution of food. 
2 
So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right 

for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 
3 

Brothers and sisters, choose 

seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this 

responsibility over to them 
4 

and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” 
5 
This 

proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also 

Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 
6 
They 

presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 
7 

So the word of God 

spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became 

obedient to the faith. 
8 

Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and 

signs among the people. 
9 

Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen 

(as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who 

began to argue with Stephen.  
--------------------------------------------------------- 

Then the high priest asked Stephen, “Are these charges true?” 
2 

To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me! The God of glory appeared to our father 

Abraham while he was still in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Harran. 
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--------------------------------------------------------- 
 

51 
“You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your 

ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 
Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not 

persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have 

betrayed and murdered him— 53 
you who have received the law that was given through angels but have 

not obeyed it.” 54 
When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their 

teeth at him. 55 
But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and 

Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 
“Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of 

Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
57 

At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their 

voices, they all rushed at him, 58 
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the 

witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59 

While they were stoning him, 

Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 
Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not 

hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord (LSB – Page 156) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading:   1 Peter 2:2-10 
2 

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 
now 

that you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4 

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans 

but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 

house
 
to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 

For 

in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who 

trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 7 
Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those 

who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 
8 

and, “A stone that 

causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the 

message—which is also what they were destined for. 
9 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light. 10 
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of 

God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.  (LSB – Page 156) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, Chapter 14, verses 1-14. 

 

Response before Gospel:  “Glory to You, O Lord.”  (LSB – Page 157) 

 

Gospel:   John 14:1-14 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 
2 

My Father’s house has 

many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for 

you? 
3 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also 

may be where I am. 
4 

You know the way to the place where I am going.”  
5 

Thomas said to him, “Lord, 

we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 
6 
Jesus answered, “I am the 

way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
7 

If you really know me, 

you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
8 

Philip said, 

“Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
9 

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, 
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Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the 

Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
10 

Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the 

Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, 

living in me, who is doing his work. 
11 

Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 
12 

Very truly I tell you, whoever 

believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, 

because I am going to the Father. 
13 

And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may 

be glorified in the Son. 
14 

You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Response after Gospel:  “Praise to You, O Christ.”  (LSB – Page 157) 

 

Creed:  Apostles’ Creed  (LSB – Page 159) 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. 

  The third day He rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven 

  and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sermon Hymn:  “Holy, Holy, Holy” – Stanzas 3 & 4 (LSB – Page 507)

Stanza 3 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 

Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see, 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 

Perfect in pow'r, in love, and purity. 

 

Stanza 4 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Sermon:   “You Know, We Don’t Know?"  John 14:4-5 
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Prayers of the Church 

P: God of love, teach us to love one another as You have loved us. Guide us so that in our neighborhoods 

and communities we may manifest the love of Christ as well as His strength. Deliver us from all that 

would threaten our homes and families. Protect the police, firefighters, disaster- relief workers and 

medical personnel who attend to us, as well as the places where we live and work. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: God of comfort, give Your aid and relief to all who suffer want or need, to the sick in their afflictions, to 

those troubled in mind, and to those to whom death draws near, especially: 

 

Ashley Baker, Bill Bess, Gary Borghardt, Helen Borghardt, Emma Douglas, Larry Gish, Joe Green, Karen 

Hagemeyer, Iris Heck, Caitlin Howell, Hailie Leo, Michael Rex, and David Schubert. 

 

Heal and sustain them according to Your gracious will, and preserve them in faith to eternal life. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: God of hope, be with those who grieve the loss of those whom they love. Point them to the promise of 

the resurrection and the gift of everlasting life to all who die in Christ. Deliver us from the distractions      

of things that do not matter, that we may focus on the needful things of Your Word and Sacraments and 

so be found faithful when our Lord returns in His glory. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

(Other Thanksgivings and Petitions ) 

All Mothers on this Mother’s Day. 

 

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for 

the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (LSB – Page 162) 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

  Hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, 

  Thy will be done on earth 

   as it is in heaven; 

  give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

  And the power and the glory 

  Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
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Closing Hymn:  “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”  (LSB – Page 761) 

 

Stanza 1 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy riven side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure: 

Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 

 

Stanza 2 
Not the labors of my hands 

Can fulfill Thy Law's demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, 

Could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; 

Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

Stanza 3 
Nothing in my hand I bring; 

Simply to Thy cross I cling. 

Naked, come to Thee for dress; 

Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; 

Wash me, Savior, or I die! 

 

Stanza 4 
While I draw this fleeting breath, 

When mine eyelids close in death, 

When I soar to worlds unknown, 

See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee.

 

 

 

 
Go in Peace and Share Christ! 

 

 

 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 

 

 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 

 Pastor Evandro Kopper 

 Readings Debra Lake, Jack Lake 

 Radio Announcer Jack Lake 

 Livestream Recording Paula Kopper 

 

THIS WEEK 

STAY HOME 

Read the Bible 

PRAY 

Help people in need! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CANCELLATIONS: Please continue to check our website and Facebook page for the most up to date 

information. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE: The church office remains closed indefinitely but email, voicemail and Facebook 

messages are being closely monitored. Please leave a message if you are in need of Pastoral care or have 

questions about other church matters. Many thanks for your patience! 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICE INFORMATION: The Moniteau County Health Department has 

announced that beginning May 10, 2020 at 11:59 p.m. (midnight), they will allow churches to reopen as long as 

they honor social distancing guidelines set forth by Governor Parson. Pastor Kopper and the Board of Elders 

met May 5, 2020 to discuss a series of slow steps for reopening St. Paul’s for indoor worship services assuming 

no other restrictions are announced.  

 

As a condition of reopening, churches will only be allowed to operate at 25% of their capacity – this 

requirement puts St. Paul’s at somewhere around 75 people allowed at a service. To comply with this, and 

assuming no other restrictions are announced, we will offer three (3) services per week:  

 

Saturday at 6:30 p.m. beginning May 16, 2020 

Sunday at 8:00 a.m. beginning May 17, 2020 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m., beginning May 17, 2020 

 

Senior saints, or any members with a compromised immune system, are encouraged to attend the 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday service. In the event that we would exceed our 75 person limit at any one service, other arrangements 

will be made.  

 

During this trial period, entrance to the church will be through the front doors only. All other doors will remain 

locked. We ask that you try to refrain from physical contact such as handshaking, hugging, etc. while we are 

going through this trial (and a trial it has been)! You are encouraged to wear a protective mask if you choose, 

but this will not be mandatory.  

 

USHER MEETING: The Board of Elders would like to meet with Ushers on Tuesday, May 19th at 6:00 p.m. 

to go over changes to their duties during upcoming services. 

 

ADDITIONAL GRADUATE: We offer our sincere apologies to Anna Thibon and her family. She was 

inadvertently left off of the list of graduates in the May Epistle. Anna will be graduating from Missouri State 

University with a major in Fashion Merchandising and Product Development with minors in Marketing as well 

as Advertising & Promotion. Those who wish to send her a congratulatory card may use the address: 57606 

Connor Road, California, MO  65018. If any other graduates were missed, please notify the office! 

 

GRADUATION SUNDAY will be celebrated on May 31, 2020. While we are not yet sure if this will be during 

the worship service or with some degree of social distancing, we would like to include all graduates! All 

members of the congregation who have graduated this past year from grade school (8
th

), high school or 

college/technical school are asked to notify the church office by calling (573) 796-2735 or emailing 

office@stpaulslutheran1860.com by May 20 if possible. We would be pleased to acknowledge these important 

milestones on Graduation Sunday! 

 

OFFERINGS: Please keep in mind that even though we are not having services, our expenses continue. We are 

asking that you prayerfully continue to support our church with your financial offerings which can be mailed to: 

file:///C:/Users/Charla/Documents/WORK/OneDrive/SPLC/Bulletins/office@stpaulslutheran1860.com


Page 8 of 8 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 207 N. Owen St., California, MO 65018. Members are also able to set up an 

automatic ACH withdrawal which is a convenient way to give regularly and consistently. If you would like to 

set up a regular automatic offering, you may download the ACH Withdrawal Authorization Form on our church 

website (Bulletin Board page) and submit it to the church office by mail OR contact our Treasurer, Debbie 

VanDieren, at (573) 619-9206 or via email at treasurer@stpaulslutheran1860.com for assistance. 
 

ELEVATOR IMPROVEMENT FUND: For years, our church has enjoyed the convenience of an elevator. It 

is an essential resource and is used by many members to access the different levels of our facility. The elevator 

is currently inoperable and we have made the decision to repair and upgrade our existing elevator as opposed to 

replacing it with a new unit. Our goal is to impact the church treasury as little as possible so an “ELEVATOR 

INPROVEMENT FUND” has been established for this purpose. We would greatly appreciate any contributions 

you might be able to make over the coming months. Should you have any questions, please contact a member of 

the Board of Trustees or the church office. 

 

SCRIP CARDS: Order scrip cards (gift cards) for your normal shopping needs and gifts, and support St. Paul’s 

Child Care Center at the same time! C&R and Cal’s gift cards can be ordered by emailing 

office@stpaulslutheran1860.com. Thank you so much to those who have supported the daycare by buying scrip 

cards.  

 

OPEN DATES TO SPONSOR: 

St. Paul’s Radio Broadcast: May 17, 24 & 31 and June 7, 14, 21, & 28 

The Lutheran Hour: June 7, 14, 21, & 28 

While we cannot count how many lives have been touched by the Radio Ministry of St. Paul’s, your continued 

financial support provides a way for our church to spread the Gospel to our community every week on KRLL 

Radio (1420AM). Funding a full broadcast is wonderful but smaller gifts are always very welcome! The cost is 

$130.00 for Sunday worship service and $85 for The Lutheran Hour. If you would like to be a sponsor, please 

contact the church office at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com or leave a message at (573) 796-2735. You may 

also mail a gift to: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Radio Ministry, 207 North Owen Street, California, MO  65018. 

  

Flowers: May 24 & 31 and June 7, 21, & 28 

While we are not meeting in person to worship as we normally do, those who wish to provide flowers in honor, 

in memory or in celebration of loved ones may still do so. They will be enjoyed during the Facebook 

Livestream by viewers far and wide. If you would like to provide flowers for a Sunday service, please reserve a 

date by calling the church office at (573) 796-2735 to leave a message or email 

office@stpaulslutheran1860.com. 

 

The Church Office is Currently Closed 

Visit us on our website at www.stpaulslutheran1860.com  

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.   

http://stpaulslutheran1860.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/ACHform.pdf
mailto:treasurer@stpaulslutheran1860.com
mailto:office@stpaulslutheran1860.com
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