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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, CALIFORNIA, MO. 

Fourth Sunday of Easter– May 3, 2020 

 
BROADCAST: The broadcast of today’s service is underwritten by Mark and Susie Crawford in honor of 

their 40
th

 wedding anniversary today, May 3, 2020. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: The flowers on the altar this morning are given by Dennis and Doris Fischer in honor 

of their 57
th

 wedding anniversary on Tuesday, May 5. 

 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR is underwritten by Norma Jean Martin in memory of her brother, J.C. Stock, 

who went home to heaven April 19, 2020. 
 

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

Processional:   Please rise and face the center aisle as the processional cross passes by. 

 

Opening Hymn:  “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” (LSB – Page 660)

Stanza 1 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus 

Ye soldiers of the cross; 

Lift high His royal banner, 

It must not suffer loss: 

From vict'ry unto vict'ry 

His army He shall lead, 

Till ev'ry foe is vanquished, 

and Christ is Lord indeed. 

Stanza 2 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

The trumpet call obey; 

Stand forth in mighty conflict 

In this His glorious day: 

Let all His faithful serve Him 

Against unnumbered foes; 

Let courage rise with danger, 

And strength to strength oppose. 

Stanza 3 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

Stand in His strength alone; 

The arm of flesh will fail you, 

Ye dare not trust your own: 

Put on the Gospel armor, 

Each piece put on with prayer; 

Where duty calls, or danger, 

Be never wanting there. 

Stanza 4 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

The strife will not be long; 

This day the din of battle, 

The next the victor's song: 

The soldiers overcoming 

Their crown of life shall see; 

And with the King of Glory 

Shall reign eternally.

Invocation: 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  (Matthew 28:19b) 

 

Confession & Absolution: 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.   

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness.   (1 John 1:8-9) 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination) 
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P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.   

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We 

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, on so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.   

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.   (John 20:19-23) 

C: Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all 

our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and 

bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord who has begun     this good work in us, bring it to 

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.    

C: Amen. (John 1:12; Philippians 1:6) 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
Kyrie:  Lord Have Mercy (Mark 10:47) (LSB – Page 152) 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.   

C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.   

C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord.   

C: Lord, have mercy.  

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.   

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

C: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day: 

P: Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 

from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast 

the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.. 
C: Amen. 

 

WORD OF GOD 

 

First Reading:   Isaiah 40:25-31 

25 “To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One. 
26 

Lift up your eyes and 

look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one and calls forth 

each of them by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing. 
27 

Why do you complain, Jacob? Why do you say, Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD; my cause is 

disregarded by my God”? 
28 

Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, 

the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can 

fathom. 
29 

He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 
30 

Even youths grow tired 

and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 
31 

but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 
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P: This is the Word of the Lord (LSB – Page 156) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading:   1 Peter 2:11-20 
11 

Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war 

against your soul. 
12 

Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing 

wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 
13 

Submit yourselves for 

the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, 
14 

or to 

governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do 

right. 
15 

For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish 

people. 
16 

Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s 

slaves. 
17 

Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor. 
18 

Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are good and 

considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 
19 

For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain 

of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God.  
20 

But how is it to your credit if you receive a 

beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is 

commendable before God. 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.  (LSB – Page 156) 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, Chapter 16, verses 16-22. 

 

Response before Gospel:  “Glory to You, O Lord.”  (LSB – Page 157) 

 

Gospel:   John 16:16-22 
16 

Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will 

see me.” 
17 

At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by saying, ‘In a little 

while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going to 

the Father’?” 
18 

They kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand what he 

is saying.” 
19 

Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you asking one 

another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while 

you will see me’? 
20 

Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will 

grieve, but your grief will turn to joy.
 21 

A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has 

come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the 

world. 
22 

So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no 

one will take away your joy. 

 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Response after Gospel:  “Praise to You, O Christ.”  (LSB – Page 157) 

 

Creed:  Apostles’ Creed  (LSB – Page 159) 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. 



Page 4 of 7 

 

  The third day He rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven 

  and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sermon:   “But Your Grief Will Turn to Joy"  John 16:20 

 

Sermon Hymn  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (LSB – Page 770) 

Stanza 1 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

Ev'rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

Oh, what needless pain we bear – 

All because we do not carry 

Ev'rything to God in prayer! 

Stanza 2 
Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged – 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness – 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Stanza 3 

Are we weak and heavy-laden, 

Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge – 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In His arms He'll take and shield thee; 

Thou wilt find a solace there. 

Prayers of the Church 

P: Almighty and Eternal God, worthy to be held in reverence by all people everywhere, we give You 

humble and sincere thanks for the innumerable blessings You have bestowed on us without any merit or 

worthiness on our part. We praise You especially for preserving for us Your saving Word and the Holy 

Sacraments. Grant and preserve to Your Holy Church throughout the world purity of doctrine, and 

provide faithful pastors to preach Your Word with power. Help all who hear the Word rightly to 

understand and truly to believe it. Send laborers into Your harvest, and open the door of faith to those 

who do not know You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, inured, and recovering, especially: 

 

Ashley Baker, Bill Bess, Gary Borghardt, Helen Borghardt, Emma Douglas, Larry Gish, Joe Green, Karen 

Hagemeyer, Iris Heck, Caitlin Howell, Dorene Kaiser, Hailie Leo, Michael Rex, and David Schubert. 

 

Have mercy upon them and heal them according to Your good and gracious will. Lord in your mercy,  

C: Hear our prayer. 
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(Other Thanksgivings and Petitions ) 

Norma Jean Martin & Family (mourning the death of her brother, J.C. Stock, who went home to heaven on 

April 19, 2020). 

 

P: Father, as we are strangers and pilgrims on earth, help us by true faith and a godly life to prepare for the 

world to come, doing the work You have given us to do while it is day, before the night comes when no 

one can work. And when our last hour comes, support us by Your power and receive us into Your 

heavenly Kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (LSB – Page 162) 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

  Hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, 

  Thy will be done on earth 

   as it is in heaven; 

  give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

   as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

  And the power and the glory 

  Forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 
Closing Hymn:  “How Great Thou Art”  (LSB – Page 801)

Stanza 1 
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder,  

Consider all the works Thy Hands hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,  

Thy power throughout the universe displayed; 

 

Refrain: 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,  

How great Thou art! How great Thou art. 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,  

How great Thou art! How great Thou art!  

 

Stanza 2 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander,  

I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 

 

Refrain 

(continued on next page) 
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Stanza 3 
But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in -- 

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

He bled and died to take away my sin, 

 

Refrain 

 

Stanza 4 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

And there proclaim: "My God, how great Thou art!" 

 

Refrain

 
 

Go in Peace and Share Christ! 
 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 

 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 

 Pastor Evandro Kopper 

 Radio Announcer Jack Lake 

 

THIS WEEK 

STAY HOME 

Read the Bible 

PRAY 

Help people in need! 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CANCELLATIONS: Please check our website and Facebook page for the most up to date information. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE: The church office remains closed indefinitely but email, voicemail and Facebook 

messages are being closely monitored. Please leave a message if you are in need of Pastoral care or have 

questions about other church matters. Many thanks for your patience! 
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OFFERINGS: Please keep in mind that even though we are not having services, our expenses continue. We are 

asking that you prayerfully continue to support our church with your financial offerings which can be mailed to: 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 207 N. Owen St., California, MO 65018. Members are also able to set up an 

automatic ACH withdrawal which is a convenient way to give regularly and consistently. If you would like to 

set up a regular automatic offering, you may download the ACH Withdrawal Authorization Form on our church 

website (Bulletin Board page) and submit it to the church office by mail OR contact our Treasurer, Debbie 

VanDieren, at (573) 619-9206 or via email at treasurer@stpaulslutheran1860.com for assistance. 
 

ELEVATOR IMPROVEMENT FUND: For years, our church has enjoyed the convenience of an elevator. It 

is an essential resource and is used by many members to access the different levels of our facility. The elevator 

is currently inoperable and we have made the decision to repair and upgrade our existing elevator as opposed to 

replacing it with a new unit. Our goal is to impact the church treasury as little as possible so an “ELEVATOR 

INPROVEMENT FUND” has been established for this purpose. We would greatly appreciate any contributions 

you might be able to make over the coming months. Should you have any questions, please contact a member of 

the Board of Trustees or the church office. 

 

GRADUATION SUNDAY will be celebrated on May 31, 2020. While we are not yet sure if this will be during 

the worship service or with some degree of social distancing, we would like to include all graduates! All 

members of the congregation who have graduated this past year from grade school (8
th

), high school or 

college/technical school are asked to notify the church office by calling (573) 796-2735 or emailing 

office@stpaulslutheran1860.com by May 20 if possible. We would be pleased to acknowledge these important 

milestones on Graduation Sunday! 

 

SCRIP CARDS: Order scrip cards (gift cards) for your normal shopping needs and gifts, and support St. Paul’s 

Child Care Center at the same time! C&R and Cal’s gift cards can be ordered by emailing 

office@stpaulslutheran1860.com. Thank you so much to those who have supported the daycare by buying scrip 

cards.  

 

OPEN DATES TO SPONSOR: 

St. Paul’s Radio Broadcast: May 10, 17, 24 & 31 and June 7, 14, 21, & 28 

The Lutheran Hour: June 7, 14, 21, & 28 

While we cannot count how many lives have been touched by the Radio Ministry of St. Paul’s, your continued 

financial support provides a way for our church to spread the Gospel to our community every week on KRLL 

Radio (1420AM). Funding a full broadcast is wonderful but smaller gifts are always very welcome! The cost is 

$130.00 for Sunday worship service and $85 for The Lutheran Hour. If you would like to be a sponsor, please 

contact the church office at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com or leave a message at (573) 796-2735. You may 

also mail a gift to: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Radio Ministry, 207 North Owen Street, California, MO  65018. 

  

Flowers: May 24 & 31 and June 7, 14, 21, & 28 

While we are not meeting in person to worship as we normally do, those who wish to provide flowers in honor, 

in memory or in celebration of loved ones may still do so. They will be enjoyed during the Facebook 

Livestream by viewers far and wide. If you would like to provide flowers for a Sunday service, please reserve a 

date by calling the church office at (573) 796-2735 to leave a message or email 

office@stpaulslutheran1860.com. 

 

The Church Office is Currently Closed 

Visit us on our website at www.stpaulslutheran1860.com  

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.   
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