
   What a depressing view of the church on Sunday morning as all the pews were empty due to the 
pandemic Corona virus that still threatens the lives of our people. Sunday morning is so empty without 
Church Service, with no communion and no fellowship with all the Saints in Christ.  
   
    As we walk around the house or just sleep in, we all agree that The Day that the Lord has Made is not the 
same without the time we spend together at God’s House. But there is nothing to do, right?  We have to 
deal with the situation and obey our authorities and for a couple more weeks we will continue to see our 
sanctuary empty.  
    
   However, emptiness is not always bad. Especially when it comes to celebrating Easter. When we look into 
the empty tomb of Jesus on Easter morning, we see that its emptiness reflects only His victory and life.  
The gospel tells us the great news. “He is not here. 
The tomb is empty.” 
    
    Early in the morning, the angel of the Lord brought 
a beautiful message to Mary Magdalene. Death is 
not a problem for the King of Kings. The stone was 
not heavy enough to keep Jesus in the tomb.  All his 
promises make sense, as He walks in the garden with 
her.  
     
    There is no more suffering, there is no more cross, 
instead, the fulfilment only. Jesus resurrection 
proved that God completed his plan for humankind. The empty tomb is the reason why churches are fully 
crowded on Easter as Jesus shows himself in his perfect and glorious body Sunday Morning.  
      
 Every day, we rejoice and celebrate the message of the angel: “He is not here; he has risen!” 
     
 Throughout history, a virus, named lie, tried to change this beautiful, simple soul-saving message of God’s 
gospel. The Roman government immediately spread the rumor that Jesus’ body had been stolen. Man’s 
denial does not change God’s truth. 
      continued to page 8 
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                                                                               During this coronavirus time of uncertainty and fear, we, as  

                                                                               Christians, have a different perspective on the reality and role of 

                                                                                life’s challenges.  The Bible reminds us, “Consider it pure joy… 

                                                                                whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that 

                                                                                the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance 

must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything”  (James 1:2-4).  So, by 

faith, we are looking at this health crisis and time of being separated from the activities of our church as a 

unique opportunity for parents and grandparents to be the spiritual guides for their children.  To support 

families in this special responsibility, the Board of Education encouraged the 

Kingdom Kids teaching staff to share ideas for families to grow in Jesus’ 

love, draw closer as a family, and be a blessing to others around them.  

Several members of the teaching staff developed a packet of Christian 

education materials to help families with young children grow in Christ 

during these days at home.  On a road trip across the county and beyond, 

several teachers reached out to about 30 families with packets that 

contained family devotions, Bible study lessons, games to play, Christian 

books, crafts, activities, 

and ideas for serving 

others. 

We are praying for all of 

St. Paul’s members and 

families, and we will miss seeing you at regular church 

activities.  We hope the ideas shared will be a blessing to 

families, and we look forward to seeing everyone soon.   

In Christ,  

St. Paul’s Board of Education and Teaching Staff 



P A G E  3  A P R I L  2 0 2 0  

Kingdom Kids share messages and 
pictures for their church family at 

St. Paul’s. 
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God is our refuge and 

strength a very present 

help in trouble. 

Psalm 46:1 

There was a phrase on Facebook saying that March didn’t come in like a lion, but like a T-Rex. I believe it 

will go out like a T-Rex as well. During these trying times we look to our Lord and Saviour, who is our 

refuge and strength. He will never leave us. 

This is what we have been trying to teach kids here at day care the last several days. Though not many 

understand what is completely going on, they do know something is happening because of all the changes 

we have done.  

Just to fill everyone in, we have remained open. We do 

not have as many kids, but enough to keep everyone on 

their toes. Parents or any visitors are not allowed inside 

the day care. I have been meeting them at the door in 

the morning and in the evening. Teachers have been 

doing extra cleaning and all our hands are dry, cracked, 

and red. Parents have been very appreciative that we 

have remained open. 

 

While the kids are here, they have been working on pictures for 

the nursing homes. They went to California Care Center to paint 

on the windows, dance, and sing songs from the outside to the 

residents inside. The kids have enjoyed getting out and being 

little “sunshines” for the residents. We have done different 

science projects and have worked on a little garden. 

As we approach Easter, we are thankful for what Christ has done 

for us and continues to do for us. We hope and pray that 

everyone is staying safe and practicing their social distancing.  

St. Paul’s Child Care Center 

Sara Hagemeyer Turner,  Director 

(573) 796-1997 

 

St. Paul’s Child Care Center 



P A G E  7  
A P R I L  2 0 2 0  

 

St. Paul’s Child Care Center 

 

St. Paul’s Child Care Center 
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In response to restrictions on public gathering and the recommendation from LCMS, the Board 

of Elders made the decision to cancel all Church Services and activities thru March.  March 29 

was the first Sunday to stream the church service via Facebook Live.  The services are still 

being broadcast over KRLL radio. The bulletins for the Sunday services can be found on the 

website under the Bulletin Board at http://stpaulslutheran1860.com/bulletin-board/ .   

The Board of Elders will be meeting soon to discuss 

future services and how saints can receive the Lord’s 

Supper during this mandated social-distancing period. 

More information will be shared as it becomes available.  

Thank you for your patience and understanding as the 

church leaders take into consideration many variables. 

continued from page 1 
 
     God’s angels declared, “He is not 
here; he has risen!” The women told 
the disciples. The disciples also 
repeated God’s truth. "With great 
power the apostles continued to 
testify to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and much grace was upon 
them all" (Acts 4:33). 
     
    Today it is up to us to continue 
testifying the resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  If your Sundays are 
temporarily  filled with emptiness, 
sing a hymn, have a prayer, read the 
Scriptures, let the Holy Spirit fill your 
heart with the good news of Jesus.  
 
He is Risen 
He is Risen, Indeed. 
Alleluia! 
 
You all have a wonderful Easter! 
 
   Pastor K 

The Deadline for submitting items for the May 2020 

EPISTLE is Monday, April 27th. 

Financial Support for the Church 

During this pandemic, the church is still responsible for 

meeting its financial obligations. Offerings can be dropped 

off at the church or mailed to 207 N. Owen Street, 

California, MO 65018. 

You might consider setting up an automatic ACH 

withdrawal which is a convenient and safe to give regularly.  

This useful tool is convenient as you don’t have to worry 

about writing a check or keep track of your offering 

envelopes. You determine when and how often the 

automatic withdrawal will be taken from your checking or 

savings account - weekly, biweekly, monthly or any time of 

your choosing. 

Stringent security measures are used by both the bank and 

the church to make sure security and confidentiality are in 

operation and adhered to at all times. No personal 

information will be obtained. The only information that is 

required is the same information that can be found on your 

check.   

ACH offering forms are available on the table in the Narthex 

or on the website at: stpaulslutheran1960.com/wp-content/

uploads/2017/12/ACHform.pdf  



Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University class helps 

millions of people put together a plan to help set them up for 

their financial future; affording them the opportunity to, as 

Dave says, Live and Give like no one else. St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church hosted its second Financial Peace 

University class over the course of the last 9 weeks or so. 

Five families regularly attended the weekly class where they 

learned biblical principles about money and our 

responsibilities to steward our money, time, and talents well. 

The class got off on the right track for week one and 

immediately had a disruption week two due to snow. By week 

9 we were impacted by COVID-19, as our group was right at 

the 10 person max group size. We had to finish Lesson 9 on 

our own at home, without the group celebration (which quite 

literally would have been the icing on the cake). However, we 

are continuing to celebrate the financial and personal 

victories this class has and continues to give us. Our class 

saved up mini emergency funds ($1,000 Baby Step 1), paid 

off non-mortgage debts (Baby Step 2), saved up a 3-6 month 

emergency fund (Baby Step 3), and cut up MORE THAN 15 

credit cards! With Baby Steps 4, 5, and 6 in sight, this group 

has the tools to change their family trees; Step 4 is Save 15% of your income toward retirement, step 5 is 

save for you kid(s) college, and step 6 pay off your house early.  

While so many of us are spending a lot more time at home right now, 

Ramsey Solutions is offering a 14-day trial of Financial Peace University 

at daveramsey.com/hope. You can check out FPU and some additional 

helpful resources there and on his site. 

Whether you spend time wondering where your money went, you’re 

struggling with debt, want to take control of your finances, or just want 

reassurance that you’re on the right track, this class is for you. I’m happy 

to help with your budgets, money questions, and putting together a plan 

with you any time! We don’t currently have another class scheduled, but if 

you have questions about the class or Dave Ramsey’s teachings about 

“God’s and Grandma’s way of handling money,” please don’t hesitate to 

reach out. I want to thank the congregation and those who attended the 

class. Your thoughts and prayers have been much appreciated these last 

9 weeks and I’m so glad to be a part of a ministry where we can support 

our members while also reaching out to our community.  

Dave closes out his radio show with the following and it’s only fitting to do 

the same here- There’s ultimately only one way to financial peace, and 

that’s to walk daily with the Prince of Peace Christ Jesus.  

Debra Lake 

Financial Peace Coordinator 



“Prayer Partner” 

To show additional care and concern for our church family, the Board of Evangelism has approved 

a monthly “Prayer Partner” list to be compiled and made available for members. Information 

requested: the name for whom we are praying, a contact for that person for updates, the 

connection to our church if not a current member and information/address to mail cards, visit, etc.  

Kindly indicate if this information can be shared in the Epistle newsletter. 

Prayer Partner list could include your concerns or joys:  

 Those with health 

concerns 

 In care homes & 

assisted living 

facilities/ home bound 

 Senior Saint 

 College students 

 Our military 

 Families with / or 

expecting new babies 

 Special Birthdays/ 

Anniversaries for card 

showers 

 New Members 

 Prayers for our 

community/nation at 

large 

This list is separate from 

weekly prayers during 

church and will be updated 

monthly and shared in the 

Epistle. Copies will be 

made available at church. 

Please continue to contact 

the church office for your 

weekly prayer concerns.  

Additional forms will be 

available to fill out. Please 

give prayer requests to 

Twilla Duvall or Patricia 

Inglish or place in their 

mailbox at church. 



For by me your days will be multiplied, and years will be added to your life. 

Proverbs 9:11 

Be devoted to one another in love, honor one another above yourselves.   Romans 12:10 

1st Walker Friedmeyer 

 Tammy Herron 

2nd Ryan Bleich 

 Karen Stock 

3rd Kalie Kramel 

4th Lucas Bleich 

 Jeanette Wicker 

5th Kelly Hall 

 Robert Peterson 

8th Debbie Pardoe 

 Lilah Shikles 

 Eve Thibon 

9th Annette Fischer 

10th Alec Rodick 

 Macklin Kiesling 

11th Sierra Fischer 

12th Jeremy Jungmeyer 

 Emilia Thomas 

13th Jim Alexander 

 Tucker Friedmeyer 

 Heidi Pardoe 

 Evan Rex 

14th Andrea Kincaid 

 Susan Ramer 

15th Ruth Maier 

16th Logan Cary 

 Roger Holt 

 Monique Schepers 

 Erica Volkart 

17th Linda Rodick 

18th Mary Bestgen 

 Dorothy Jungmeyer 

 Brili Martin 

19th Bradly Bernard 

 James Hamilton 

 Rebekah Inglish 

 Harrison Voigt 

21st Whitney Martin 

22nd Rachel Hees 

 Cathy Woods 

24th Leon Fry 

25th Justin Wicks 

26th Lance Addison 

 Jason Martin 

27th Jacki Borgmeyer 

 Ava Pace 

 Joshua Wilson 

29th Gary Howard 

30th Judy Inglish 

 Don Johnson 

4/4 Craig & Linda Rodick 

4/9 Terry & Tammy Bleich 

4/10 Earl & Marj Friedmeyer 

4/13 Russell & Tracy Clennin 

4/16 Blain & Staci Kiesling 

4/17 Brent & Elizabeth Trabue 

4/18 Charles & Sara Turner 

4/21 Glenn & Krista Baquet 

 Joe & Melissa Green 

 Robert & Patricia Peterson 

4/25 Scott & Dayla Volkart 

4/27 Jon & Rachel Imhoff 

4/28 Fred & Ruth Schagemann 

 David & Jean Schubert 



“We, the members of St. Paul’s 

Lutheran, saints through Jesus 

Christ, give glory to God for His 

free gift of salvation and 

personally reach out to the 

community and the world with this  

good news.” 

Church Officer Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Child Care Center:    (573) 796-1997 

Church Office:           (573) 796-2735 

Church Basement:    (573) 796-8462 

Dial-A-Meditation:     (573) 796-4754 

“The Lutheran Hour”  -  Sundays 

7:30 a.m.  KRLL  -  1420 AM 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Pastor Evandro Kopper 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

207 N. OWEN ST.    

CALIFORNIA, MO 65018        

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
     

Visit us on our website at stpaulslutheran1860.com  

On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri 

Or email us at office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.   
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