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The Evangel in Ethiopia

Did you know . . . ?
Red Snapper was nearing
depletion in the ocean, but
has made a huge comeback.
We bought the one Luke is
holding from a local fishery
on the Kenya coast for about
$1.75/lb. Fresh crab is about
$2.00/lb and lobster about
$2.25/lb! (Not available in
Ethiopia since landlocked)

Addis Ababa—The last time I wrote to you, I was just
getting ready to leave for the US to attend Symposia
and take two PhD classes at Concordia Theological
Seminary. Today, I am just going to give you a brief
account of what I have been doing since then. Including
travel time, I spent almost four weeks away from home
here. Symposia week was very good. The lectures
were informative and I had the chance to reconnect with
many friends and supporters. My classes were both
very interesting and challenging and will help me dealing with foreign contexts theologically.
When I arrived back in Ethiopia, classes were already
starting, so I got home at 12:30am Tuesday morning and was in the classroom
teaching 7½ hours later. I am teaching four classes this semester and spent the next
week trying to get them off to a good start while overcoming jetlag. Just when I
felt like I was on top of everything, I spent a week with influenza, which was then
followed by pneumonia. I continued giving lectures during the illnesses (I only
cancelled two class days) but didn’t accomplish much else.
While I was still finishing up by antibiotic course and recovering from pneumonia,
we left for Kenya, for our spring retreat. Thankfully, this gave me time to rest and
recover. The retreat was very good. We learned from Dr. Detlev Schultz from
Fort Wayne. We also had plenty of time for encouragement, collaboration and
fellowship with our fellow missionaries from the rest of the East Africa field.
Now I am back at MYS, rested, recharged and going at full speed. My classes are
going well, the students are learning and asking great questions. The second year
MA students are working hard to finish their Thesis Papers and prepare for graduation (something I can sympathize with since I am working quickly to finish final
papers for my January PhD courses). All is well. Our Lord continues to carry us
and guide us as we do the work He has given us. He is gracious –thanks be to God!

Ethiopian Airlines
We were deeply saddened to wake up on Sunday, March 10th to find that
an Ethiopian airliner had crashed. The crash site
was only 28 miles from where we live in Addis Ababa and is a flight that our LCMS team uses. Visiting the headquarters for Ethiopian Airlines just a
few weeks before, we were greatly impressed. The
next day we flew on Ethiopian and the mood was
somber and many were grieving. May God grant
peace and closure to all affected.
(Rachael next to the very first Ethiopian airliner)

Amharic—An Ethiopian proverb: Don’t blame God for
creating the tiger — instead, thank him for not giving it wings.

What Have We Been Doing & Seeing Lately?

Please Pray for:

- the MA students who
are now working on their
final papers and thesis
papers
-continued forward progress in language training
-Eric’s continued studies
-that the students would
gain wisdom and discernment during their studies
-peace here in Ethiopia
and safety
-that we can find and obtain immunizations for
Levi

From top left: Molly and
Levi (Molly came with the
child care team for our
retreat); Naomi with a
Baobob tree that is more
than 700 years old; Addis
showing me how to carry
Levi on her back; having
communion at our Sunday
service at the Kenyan retreat; Dr. Detlev Shultz
teaching us
with
regards to hospitality in the mission field; the new
Print Shop dedication on our
campus -partially
funded by the
LCMS

Give thanks For:
-Eric’s recovery from

pneumonia
-a great East Africa retreat in early March

praise God for:
-our fellow missionaries,
the Rabe family

-all of our supporters in
prayer and finances
-the faithful message being taught and lived out
by the LCMS in mission
here in Ethiopia
-the child care team in
Kenya who were great

Missions Anyone?
There are many
opportunities to serve as
short-term or GEO missionaries. Check out the current
list and download an application at lcms.org/service.
Click on “Service Opportunities.”

Closing Thoughts . . . Our Lord is always working through His people.
We remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip ran to him (the eunuch)
and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides
me?” (Acts 8:30ff) Thank you in Jesus’ Name for your support of the
work which God has laid before us.
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