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“The LORD is my strength and my defense; He has become
my salvation.” (Exodus 15:2)
There are many times in life when we might think there is no hope left for
us. Sickness, depression, losing a loved one; feeling hurt as someone close
to us struggles with an addiction.
There is so much in this life that can make a person believe that there is
no hope.
In Exodus 14, the nation of Israel wasn’t far from the land God had
promised them. Behind them in pursuit was a well-trained army very eager to
destroy them, and right in front of them was a large body of water blocking the
way to their freedom.
On that day, the people of Israel, learned an unforgettable lesson. The
Almighty God makes them see that just because you can’t “see” how anything
good can happen doesn’t mean it can’t.
In Exodus 15, Moses and the Israelites sing a song of praise to God for
opening a way to freedom that they never saw coming. God showed Israel
that he was with them, and that he was fighting for them, when he divided the
waters of the sea, allowing Israel to walk to safety before bringing the waters
together again to destroy the enemy that was pursuing them.
You may never be caught between an Egyptian army and a body of
water as large as the Red Sea. But the same God who delivered the
Israelites has provided a way for you to enter an even greater Promised
Land. Through the perfect life, sacrificial death, and resurrection of Jesus,
God has guaranteed that your enemies of sin and death will not keep you
from the one place where there is no more pain and where every tear is
wiped away. (Revelation 21).
Maybe you have days when it doesn’t feel like you’re on your way there.
Maybe you might feel like you do not deserve it. But that doesn’t mean you
aren’t. Because of Jesus, you are.

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
Lutheran Service Hymnal page 709
Introduction
Whom do we trust? What are the voices that call you? A mother calls to her children to get ready for
bed. A teacher calls students to come in from the playground to get ready for class. A police officer
commands, “Stop!” A doctor says to a patient, “We must talk.” A young man on bended knee asks his
beloved, “Will you marry me?” We hear and trust many voices.
Yet, there are other voices that call. The voice of advertising says, “You cannot live without this
product.” The voice of temptation says, “You owe it to yourself.” The devil asks, “Did God really say…?” We
hear and doubt many voices.
Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal
life” (John 10:27-28).
 How do you decide whether or not to trust what someone says?
 Is it possible to fully trust anyone?
Exploring the Hymn
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” hymn states the theme on the entire 23rd Psalm: “The LORD is my
shepherd; I shall not want.”
 Stanza 1 quickly reveals that “trust” is not an abstract feeling. It is grounded on a firm foundation. “I
am His / And He is mine forever.”
 In stanza 2, the text proclaims, “Where streams of living water flow, / My ransomed soul He leadeth.”
Martin Luther’s Small Catechism states, “How can water do such great things? Clearly the water does
not do it, but the word of God, which is with and alongside the water, and faith, which trusts this word
of God in the water. For without the word of God the water is plain water and not a baptism, but with
the word of God it is a baptism, that is, a grace-filled water of life and a “bath of the new birth in the
Holy Spirit,” as St. Paul says in Titus in chapter 3, “through the water of rebirth and renewal by the
Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”
 The words of stanza 3 echoed Martin Luther’s dying word, “We are beggars; this is true.” Regardless
of our condition, “in love” Christ seeks us.
 Stanza 4 goes on to show the full extent of Christ’s love. The shepherd’s rod was a short club used as
a weapon to defend the flock from predators. The staff was a long stick for guiding the flock and
retrieving strays. The cross of Jesus is both the Good Shepherd’s rod to protect the flock and also the
staff that sustains the flock.
 The closing two stanzas sing of a life of trust that flows from Christ’s cross in the new life that is
revealed in His resurrection. It is the resurrection of Jesus that reveals the basis of our trust in
singing, “Thy goodness faileth never.”
In Closing
Many of us have not lived around sheep or don’t have a personal familiarity with the image of a shepherd
and a flock of sheep. But we are sheep. We are desperate for a shepherd. When the devil tempts us, when
we have uncertainties, when we face challenges, run to the Good Shepherd who gave up His life for
us...whose goodness never fails...who protects us…for I am His forever.
Prayer
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant me
Your Holy Spirit that when I hear the voice of my Shepherd I may know Him who calls me by name and will
follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

St. Paul’s Child Care Center
The Easter season has been a wonderful time here at SPCCC! The children are still talking so
much about Jesus dying on the cross and rising from the dead. We are so lucky to be able to
teach the children the true meaning of Easter. Along with many activities to learn the Easter
story, the kids also had an egg hunt and dyed eggs. They liked singing the Ride on Little
Donkey song.
In addition to Easter, the children have also worked on learning the letter X. They used a map
to find where X marked the treasure spot, looked at X-rays, played a xylophone, and collected
socks for a Fox in Socks sock drive. They have also learned the story of Ezekiel and the Dry
Bones, and they’ve enjoyed singing ‘Dem Bones Dem Bones’.
We are looking for volunteers this summer! Whether you can only come once or if you would
like to come more often, we would love to have you here! The kids would love to learn about
your hobby or job, hear you read a book, or just come by to chat and play. Please call (573)
796-1997 or see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex!
We are filling spots now for children ages 2 and over, please spread the word! Please call
(573) 796-1997 as soon as possible for details on rates and more information! For children
ages 2-5, we learn letters, numbers, bible stories, and social-emotional skills all in a fun and
active format. The children enjoy a weekly theme, library time, a couple water days, going to
the nursing home, and playing and singing all the time in the summer. In the school-age
summer program, the kids also have daily bible time. Once a week, Ms. Sara takes these kids
to the pool, the library, the park, and chapel with Pastor Kopper. They also have theme days
such as bring your bike, bring hair/beauty supplies, etc. They also help make their own lunch
a few times and participate in a few community service activities through the summer to learn
the importance of being generous. They also love doing new fun science experiments and
math games!
Marie Wickham, Director
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Announcements and Upcoming Events


Radio Broadcasts: If you would like to sponsor a date, please contact the church
office.



The Deadline for submitting items for the June 2019 EPISTLE is Sunday, May
26th.

CINCO DE MAYO FUNDRAISER
St. Paul’s Evening Guild will be hosting a Cinco de Mayo lunch on
Sunday, May 5th at 11:15 am with carry-outs available after church. A
free will offering will be graciously accepted. Proceeds will go to Heit’s
Point for items on their wish list. Hope you can join us for a fun lunch with
a Mexican flair!

VOTER’S MEETING
Please mark your calendars for
Sunday, July 21st for the next
Voter’s meeting which will begin

2019 HEIT’S POINT SUMMER CAMP
Flyers and registration sheets are
on the table in the Narthex. Please
turn them into the office as soon as
possible. We hope to have a large group again this year!

Automatic Payment for Offering
Our church is offering the opportunity to do a direct debit for your
contributions to the church. This useful tool is convenient as you
don’t have to worry about writing a check or keep track of your
offering envelopes. You determine when and how often the
automatic withdrawal will be taken from your checking or savings
account - weekly, biweekly, monthly or any time of your choosing.
Stringent security measures are used by both the bank and the
church to make sure security and confidentiality are in operation
and adhered to at all times. No personal information will be
obtained. The only information that is required is the same
information that can be found on your check.

WEEKDAY SCHOOL and
ADULT CHOIR
The last evening for Weekday School is
Wednesday, May 8th. The evening will
end with an ice cream celebration.
Thank you to all the teachers and
parents who have dedicated time for
the religious growth of our youth.
The Adult Choir will take a break for the
summer and will resume Wednesday

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
The Board of Education is looking for volunteers for July 22nd
through the 26th. If you are willing to volunteer please see Sara
Turner or call her at (573) 301-0554. Remember to ask off from
your employer from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. for the whole week as
soon as possible so there are no conflicts.
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Jessica Church

25th

Kelsey Ott

Christopher Lee

26th

Eddie Phillips

1st

Cecilia Peterson

3rd

Michael Ashley

4th

Noah Kramel

15th

Blain Kiesling

6th

Steve Giese

16th

Quinton Gano

14th

18th

Judy Leithauser
Jay VanDieren
8th

27th

19th

Chris Jungmeyer

Helen Borghardt
Misty Creason

Seth Kincaid

Chuck Inglish
Delbert Kaiser

Miranda Schnack

Megan Rodick

28th

Ron Kiesling

Carla Templeton

Charley Stock

Ella Percival

Carrie Wright

Diane Weicken

29th

Leslie Voigt

Dana Wilson

21st

Morgan Clennin

30th

Joey Gish

9th

Klara Cook

22nd

Joy Bleich

31st

Dean Kiesling

10th

Kelci Burger

Paula Kooper

Debra Lake

Katy Clifford

Dustin Wright

Suzi Page

11th

13th

David Bleich

23rd

Debbie Fischer

Kinley Turner

Trinity Paulson

24th

Natalie Proctor

Amy Williams

Andy Ott

Obediah Wolfe

For by me your days will be multiplied, and years will be added to your life.

Proverbs 9:11

Bill & Ruth Maier

5/18

Justin & Sally Martin

Marc & Lesha Peterson

5/20

David & Teresa Sauer

5/3

Mark & Susie Crawford

5/21

Jay & Debbie VanDieren

5/5

Dennis & Doris Fischer

5/26

Daniel & Rebekah Gerlt

Bret & Jessica Voigt

5/28

Connor & Logan Magee

Ronald & Renee McGowan

5/29

Charles & Cheryl Hedge

5/30

Jim & Frances Langkop

5/31

Daniel & Danielle Cook

5/1

5/12

Mikel & Cecilia Peterson
5/14

David & Debbie Opel

Be devoted to one another in love, honor one another above yourselves. Romans 12:10

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
“We, the members of St. Paul’s
Lutheran, saints through Jesus
Christ, give glory to God for His
free gift of salvation and
personally reach out to the
community and the world with this

Child Care Center:

796-1997

Church Office:

796-2735

Church Basement:

796-8462

Dial-A-Meditation:

796-4754

“The Lutheran Hour” - Sundays
7:30 a.m. KRLL - 1420 AM

Visit us on our website at stpaulslutheran1860.com
On our Facebook Page – St. Paul’s Lutheran, California, Missouri
Or email us at Office@stpaulslutheran1860.com.
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