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Did you know . . . ?  
Vitamin D insufficiency is a 
problem here. The same pig-
ment that makes dark skin 
also blocks the absorption of 
Vitamin D. It is hard to eat 
enough fish, beef liver etc. to 
be able to build healthy 
bones. So, one can see a lot 
of Rickets and osteomalacia 
here (both are bone diseases). 

The Evangel in Ethiopia 

Amharic—To say: “Water is life”, (Ethiopian prov-

erb), you would say, “ውሃ ህይወት ነወ::”(woo-ha hay-wet no) 

The Importance of Water  

Hosting Students & Future Plans 

This past two weeks, we have had a total disruption in water supply due 
to a tank/water line breaking.  It has been good for us to have to lug wa-
ter from a nearby well to get water to the house for washing dishes, 
flushing toilets, drinking and for all of the many uses we have for water. 
It has been good because it has made us thankful for all the time we do 
have water. Statistically only 45% of kids here attend primary school. 
(thewaterproject.org) The others are put to work collecting water each 
morning and helping their families earn money. It is amazing 
how much we take for granted until we don’t have it! 

Addis Ababa—In October, I 
was able to host my MA students 
at our house on a Saturday after-
noon, not only for fellowship, but 
to talk about the LCMS view on 
women’s ordination. It was a 
very good discussion, which 
helped to emphasize and rein-
force many of the points I had 
taught them last year about Bibli-
cal interpretation (now applied to 
a very specific issue). It was a 
very good opportunity to push 
them in their theological reason-
ing as well as strengthen our per-
sonal bonds.       
Also in October, the EECMY 
hosted a stewardship workshop 

put on by an international team for the entire church body called, “Use Your Talents”. I 
was invited to lead the morning devotions for the second day and was given 45 minutes to 
speak on whatever I wanted. While I spoke on 1 Corinthians 12:12-27, using Paul’s im-
agery of one body and many parts to speak about the many different ways we can contrib-
ute to the church, I was also able to slip in reminders to the hearers about the inspiration 
and inerrancy of the Bible as well as the kind of clear Gospel proclamation we are used to 
hearing in the LCMS. Later, in November, MYS was visited by another international team 
(this time in regard to self-study and evaluation as a part of the accreditation process) I 
was asked again to preach for their morning devotion. In both cases, I was able to reach a 
much larger and more diverse group than I do in my classes.                
In addition to all of this, talks have started about Dr. Mark Rabe and me teaching continu-
ing education workshops for the pastors and also staff development workshops at the out-
lying regional seminaries when we are on semester breaks. Our Lord keeps opening more 
doors and giving us more opportunities to bring the clear Gospel message to more and 
more people. These are exciting times and it is a blessing to be here. Thank you for help-
ing to make it happen. 

Eric & Qes Tashome (General Secretary) talking  



What Have We Been Doing & Seeing Lately? 

Please Pray for: 
-for continued work on 
the hymnal project 
- the MA students who 
are away from family and 
their churches in order to 
get more theological 
training 
-continued progress in 
Amharic 
-our new friends who are 
struggling here 

Give thanks For: 

-a great continuing edu-
cation with Dr. Sanchez 
on the Holy Spirit 
-for continued plans for 
service here in Ethiopia 

praise God for: 

-the students who are 
willing to give up so 
much to study here in 
Addis 
-all of our supporters in 
prayer and finances 
-for the seriousness of the 
students who study here 
-finding vaccinations for 
Levi 
-Dr. Mark Rabe and 
Stefanie, our LCMS 
coworkers In Service to Christ– Eric, Johanna, Rachael, Naomi, Luke & Levi   

Missions Anyone?       
There are many  
opportunities to serve as 
short-term or GEO mission-
aries. Check out the current 
list and download an appli-
cation at lcms.org/service. 
Click on “Service Opportu-
nities.” 

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to either: 

Mission Central           The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

c/o Gary W. Thies           P.O. Box 66861  

40718 Highway E 16        OR         St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  

Mapleton, IA   51034-7105         Checks payable to: LCMS 

Checks payable to:          Mark Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia 

Mission Central           Give securely online: lcms.org/stinnett 

Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia  

Closing Thoughts . . . Our Lord is always working through His people. 

We remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip ran to him (the eunuch) 

and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand 

what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides 

me?” (Acts 8:30ff)  Thank you in Jesus’ Name for your support of the 

work which God has laid before us. 

Clockwise from 
top left: a tradi-
tionally dressed 
woman serving 

in a coffee ceremony; some Ethiopian girls loving 
the chance to hold Levi-the first time for both of 
them to hold a baby; Naomi holding an ostrich 
egg at Lake Abjiatta National Park; wild camels 
near Lake Langano; Luke is loving kindergarten 
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