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Did you know . . . ?  
Tseday - ጸደይ - March, April and 
May are the autumn season with 
occasional showers. May is the 
hottest month in Ethiopia. Palm 
Sunday (below) was in April too.  

Let us know 
We will be back in the United 
States in the Summer of 2018. 
If your church would like to 
have us visit to share the work 
we are doing—please contact 
us! We would love to come. 

The Evangel in Ethiopia 

Amharic—this is the language we are learning.  To say, 

“When spider webs unite, they can tie up a lion”, you would 

say ድር : ቢያብር : አንበሳ : ያስር:: (Dir bee-ya-birr on-be-sah - yisir) 

Things to see  . . . 

MYS Students’ Life Work 

While we were in Kenya for our East Africa Retreat, we 
saw these types of transportation.  The motorcycle in 
front with the umbrella was so clever as it is the rainy 
season there.  The “tuk tuk”  (or  “bajaj”, as it is called in 
Amharic) which is seen behind the motorcycle, can seat 
5-6 people, but will often carry as many as 10               
people if it is rainy or transportation is short. 

Last newsletter, I mentioned my advisees and the thesis 
papers they were writing. As my students all worked dili-

gently to meet the deadline and had constant revisions for 
me to examine and discuss, it was busy. In appreciation for 

the hard work they put in and the good papers they pro-
duced, I would like to introduce you to a few of them. 

 Alemayehu is a faculty member  at the Nekempte Semi-

nary. He teaches Greek and New Testament studies. He also 
works with the students in the town’s university. Many of the college students and young 

adults in his college town struggle with New Age spirituality and post-modern views, lead-
ing them to question the truth of the Bible and concoct their own personal “spirituality”. 
His thesis paper explored these religious and philosophical ideologies and the reasons they 

appeal to the youth of his area. Then, based on his research and study, he developed rec-
ommendations for the area churches to reconnect with this young population, keep them 

involved in the church and how to defend the Bible in light of these challenges. 

 Guluma is the coordinating pastor  of a 20 congregation par ish that also contains 5 
preaching stations. He investigated and created the first written history of the evangeliza-

tion of his area. The main purpose of his paper was two-fold: first to record the history of 
the introduction and growth of evangelical Christianity to his native region and second, to 

evaluate the factors that lead to the establishment and growth of the church in his area for 
the purpose of planning future missionary efforts. 

Nhial is from the southwestern par t of the country, the 

Gambella region, which has many different tribal influences. 
He is a synod/district official and has observed that many of his 
people are confused about the purpose and effect of their bap-

tism. He investigated the possible causes for the confusion in-
cluding traditional Nuer beliefs and ritual washings as well as 

the influences of other denominational beliefs  He then devised 
strategies to address issues that were causing the confusion on baptism in his synod. 

These three men are a good example of the kind of work my students are doing. In all 

their studies and projects, they are constantly thinking about how the knowledge they are 
gaining and the things they are doing can best serve to strengthen their church and advance 

the Gospel. It is truly an honor and joy to work with them.  Thanks be to God. 

Eric, Guluma & Alemayehu 

Eric and Pastor Nhial 



What Have We Been Doing & Seeing Lately? 

Please Pray for: 
-Ethiopia in a State of 
Emergency, prayers for the 
people 
-Johanna’s pregnancy and 
the baby—due in late July/
early August 
-the homeless here in Addis 
-Eric and the MYS students 
as they finish their school 
year and approach exams 
-continued improvement in 
our language training  
-preparations for our home 
service and arrangements 

Give thanks For: 

-our East Africa retreat in 
Kenya and safe passage 
-seeing coworkers in Kenya 
and encouraging each other 
in the Lord’s work 
-the Rabe family who are 
such great coworkers & 
friends to us and our family 

praise God for: 

-the new Ethiopian prime 
minister who has brought 
peace to the country so far 
-continued outreach to the 
Ethiopians by the church 
with the message of Christ 
-the child care team who 
taught and cared for our 
children in Kenya 

In Service to Christ– Eric, Johanna, Rachael, Naomi & Luke    

Missions Anyone?       
There are many  
opportunities to serve as 
short-term or GEO mission-
aries. Check out the current 
list and download an appli-
cation at lcms.org/service. 
Click on “Service Opportu-
nities.” 

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to either: 

Mission Central           The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

c/o Gary W. Thies           P.O. Box 66861  

40718 Highway E 16        OR         St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  

Mapleton, IA   51034-7105         Checks payable to: LCMS 

Checks payable to:          Mark Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia 

Mission Central           Give securely online: lcms.org/stinnett 

Memo line: Stinnetts-Ethiopia  

Closing Thoughts . . . Our Lord is always working through His people. 

We remember the Ethiopian eunuch: “So Philip ran to him (the eunuch) 

and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand 

what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides 

me?” (Acts 8:30ff)  Thank you in Jesus’ Name for your support of the 

work which God has laid before us. 

Clockwise from top left: Rabes & 
Stinnetts 

on the bus to the airplane on 
the way to Kenya; Eric and 
Dr. Tom Aadland (Dean of 
Matongo Seminary in Ken-
ya); Eric and his student 
Melkamu (a seminary profes-
sor); Eric, Brent Smith (from 
Mission Central) & Johanna; 
the East Africa mission team 
at retreat in Ukunda, Kenya; 
Naomi holding a live crab 
that a fisherman brought 
from the Indian Ocean 
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